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Transcript for Episode 26: Putting on tin foil hats
An interview with Stephanie Williams

Episode 26.0: Putting on tin foil hats

00:00:08 - 00:05:02

Welcome to bitches on comics. I'm your host. Se Floor. And I'm Sarah Century and today we have a very special guest the one. The only stood booty. Stephanie is the amazing Genius Slash Artur Behind parenthood activate and behind. But what if though these incredible web comics that are out and she's GonNa tell us about something exciting happening this week? So we are just super pumped. Stephanie with US seventy say hello to our audience. Hey all that was perfect as you were just so perfect today. We're going to be talking about blaxploitation films Comics Sisterhood. Not so much of the sisterhood. And so on so Stephanie. The world is your oyster. We are just here to enjoy glory. Where do you WanNa start you know? Let's just dive in to Cleopatra Jones. 'cause I always enjoyed that movie whenever I watch it. So just a quick history. As far as like playstation films go My Dad was really really big and still is with Brian. Dvd's from the barbershop There'd be like the DVD's that just had like either. They start up their game so from my handwritten to type Dow to like actually like printed on the on the disk. So I remember the first time I was actually born ended up about little bit different. Yeah very different and it's DVD of Tamara. Dobson just being a total bad has bitch and very fashionable and I think I love this. One out of all of them is because so yeah. Cleopatra's relationship. She has boyfriend he thinks he does not die but like she's just you know she's kicking but she is her badge around and then kicking but after that and then there's a really amazing car chasing that happens in this film. She rises dirt bike in. She fights in a far. I love that the mommy character is because I love granny. Goodness and fries. When I learned that Jack Kirby said that he was inspired by Phyllis diller and like. Are you sure I WANNA question? I'm Susan Shelley winters. But I'll let you have it but she just really reminded me of granny goodness so. Cleopatra Journals is one of my favorites in probably out of all of them. The only one that I can go back and watch and I don't necessarily crunches much moments because it's like sweet. Haitian that is going to happen but sure. Yeah it's just the one that I don't know like I enjoy the most. 'cause it's the one that just feels a little bit. I want to say more empowering because the other ones had their moments too. But it's just really nice that she's doing her thing but it's not a motivation because boyfriend has died or I a sister has gotten hooked on heroin or something like that like some other specific movies on this list yeah. I thought that it's really interesting to see Pam grier just to kind of go. Full James Bond sort of like Pam grier version of James Bond. A little bit and yeah. I Love Shelley winters and I love this era of just absolute shit show shelley winters where she had kind of had such a weird and bizarre and long career and just was taking on these kind of batch. It rolls. This is not the first time she played a sexually exploitative kind of Madam or whatever like that also happened. I believe in the movie the balcony which has Leonard Nimoy in. It is very hard to find. But she's so good in this. I think that her interactions with Pam grier in ultimate absent. Yes sorry no no no no no. I haven't seen Patrick Jones and like actually a little while. But she is so so good in this movie and their report is brilliant. Yeah no it really is like they really. They do a great job of playing off each other and again like of course there was corny moments. But you could tell like they're kind of having fun. I would like to hope that they are not around but again out of all of them is the one that I think is the most washable and shelley winters. Shirley wintering is really interested in a lot of old Hollywood. I was considered old. Hollywood is shelley winters. Consider Ali WHOA totally. Because she was in place in the sun and stuff so she was in a lot of old they kind of. I started to push his blonde bombshell and she was like. All of those roles are extremely boring. Why don't you give me something good? And so she started kind of just going wild in her later career. She just goes wild. Like this is a person who's movies are so fun to follow over time.


00:05:02 - 00:10:03

Yeah and it just brought that up is because there are a few other old Hollywood stars that end up in these exploitation films. Definite is just Kinda of like a guy's not necessarily like a last Hurrah but you see them finding ways not just disappear into the abyss. Yeah kind of that. Be Movie thing that for a lot of stars in various different ways but yes shelley winters in this movie could cut you just very recently wrote that article about it like links to granny goodness to shelley winters right. Yeah that was a great article and I hadn't thought about it before and after looking at it I feel like I will never unsee it. You know it's like one of those things from now on. I'm like okay. Those those are those same character. Actually feel that way about Your point of view on a lot of things. Stephanie Rear Leg even like the Jean Grey fainting like the funny Steph the critical stuff the funding critical stuff. Which is my favorite. It's just like God. You've such an interesting lens on this and you you connect things like. I wouldn't but then I can never unsee them like Sarah was. That's now how I see. Jean Grey when she faints she was a fucking day off. Now you know well no because the funny thing is like for a while actually granny goodness. I don't know if you all have seen the movie players club but in that stars Lisa Ray in I think Cuba's in Jamie Foxx isn't it? Bernie? Mac is in it and Lisa. Ray plays this woman who basically needs to find a way to support herself so that she can get through school. Soci- takes up stripping and it. She encounters this other stripper. Who is like the I? Guess if I put it in Hustler's turns Jennifer Lopez character. A beautiful passes. Carrie also wasn't all that like being kind of city too but this woman is also shitty as well So she takes diamond under her wing. And you see the way that she handles. The other strippers is kind of predatory she's actually X. Pretty predatory towards diamond and also diamonds. Cousin who is upstream as well and puts her in a situation that puts her in danger. Actually she does get into danger in. Durham actually has to take care of it so I was just kind of thinking of that and just these women that seem to have this power right. They run things and usually. Sometimes they're just as predatory as the men that are in those roles so always thought that was kind of interesting also Whittling gets name so I'm just not saying this other stripper. 'cause I've watched the players club so that's no Ronnie so eric to Ronnie. I guess I'm about to jump a little bit. Because also went talk about how treated in blaxploitation films. It's Kinda carries over into other notable black films to specifically in Players Club. Ronnie I'm assuming is queer. I was GONNA say that because I want to say that. She's by or because I don't know but also she is interested in women so the because she has his predatory behavior that she shows as Kinda messed up. Because it's saying like so this woman who was also interested in other women as well takes this. This ski kind of creepy again. It's horry way about going about things. And just because I think she's the only woman that's clear in his movie at Paints Queer Women in a bad light. Also done in these exploitation films. However it's not black women it is usually white women on actually usually the Finland's are They usually have a soft spot in the heart for the women that they surround them. But again it's very ski in predatory in for blaxploitation films films specifically just thinking about the context of when these movies came out during a time of You know the the Black Movement I'm not telling the civil rights movement movement to black power then also women's rights and everything is going to win and once again women find themselves being eggs. Are you a woman I or you black I in? We don't know the answer to that. Right now is nearly impossible to say. Yes not either because you were both You exist both. And that's how you go about the world so these movies because one white people were also involved. The main audience are young black men of course. Because why would you make anything for women especially? It's so centered around women too. So why would that ever be written directed like by women? So my conspiracy theory had on that is that again during this time You have the women's movement going on on black power movement going as well and a lot of these female protagonists.


00:10:03 - 00:15:06

They embody a lot of our civil rights activist and a lot of the women that were part of the Black Panthers right but history has shown US women really. Don't add anything in being very very very. I'm not news when I say that. But you're you're at a chasm level of twelve when you say yeah you're like women don't add value to our society. Yes so why? Why would we necessarily need anything? So because I mean we are influenced by media if things are repackaged in a way then. I'm not saying that it's going to change the way people feel. Sometimes it does. But there's a reason why these women present the way that they do They're very strong. They embody all of these women but also at the same time. There's secondary kind of classes to them. I guess so. Yeah you have clear package Foxy Brown. You have coffee. You have all these women who can kick ass and are doing things but at the same time they're doing things in the best interest of men right like it's guys is though isn't the best interest of them because in coffee for instance Pam Grier is taking on on this entire drug organization. Because of what has happened to her sister. I think that something. That's interesting because we were talking a lot about having sisterhood and things and in Foxy Brown. Of course there's a black woman who's struggling right And then she saves her. She helps her but in in a lot of the other movies that you know it's like the sister is kind of the backdrop right and you don't see that much between them but you do see her. Have these really scary. I think there's like A. There's like a black woman that throws a hammer at her head or something complains calls early wild also here racial slur. And you're just like what the fuck is happening. But he's like a fight where she gets razors in her in her. The sex workers. And it's like so wild and do you think there's something because I think there's something interesting to be said there right where she fights entire groups of women and she's not just fighting a person in like this is true kind of across the board right of like all of these protagonists. Is You have them fighting a big old group of women? As long as I live I will never forget the lesbian bar scene of Foxy Brown. Where's she just fights like all of the lesbian and Sir? But it's also like I mean those lesbians as you were saying before with the Granny. Goodness kind of stereotype. A lot of those women were so predatory got one woman was absolutely creeping on her friend and so of course. Yeah punched in the face? Like she sucks. But it's just like this was written by men. Were so like when you read the disclaimer at the end of a film. It's like any connection to real life completely coincidental like any of the good parts are completely coincidental like. There's no way they intended to do the things that were amazing about it you know. Yeah and that's what it ends up being very secondary like you. Just take what you can get like. I mean you all know. I love comics. And I like to read overcoming in those like you have amazing moments like storm man. I don't know what it is about black characters not they have to say jive Turkey at least once the data love it but a storm. I think it's like X. Men it's X. Men seventy or somewhere around there where kitty is taking dance classes with Stevens. This might be the same issue where storm in Emma. Frost's have the bodies which thing which is interesting shoe and lead up to it for sure because I've read all these before so I remember where everything I think this whole era. You're just like what the what just happened in front of me. I am stunned. So that's going on. But like she has a moment where she makes it rain on him and it's a really cool moment but then something happens two or three issues later and just like what the fuck was like. Oh I know she's always walking through these neighborhoods and getting harassed by other black people right and like like what her story is so many times you have storm who is being harassed by black people. But you don't see storm who has fellowship. You Know Olive. That to me is very interesting whenever you propose the subject of this podcast but like there's a scene where they're at like the operas or something and Stevie and she is just sitting there thinking in her head about how much she doesn't like Stevie why don't you like stevie she's so cool and like its snowstorm was fine with stevie.


00:15:06 - 00:20:15

The writers have beef with TV and moving. Yeah exactly right so that happens and it's just like so can black women be friends with anybody but yeah they can just not. What other Black Women? Because then you have night colleen which is really cool in great and it's amazing that's like the thing is like. I mean there's that scene one of these comics that like I mean I talk about Roy and gene all of the time where I'm just like. I love their friendship so much like I love that whenever Arroyo is under distress chief thinks about things that Jean said. You know something. That's so is out. Then I cry. I cry cry it but it's like I love them but storm. You should like meet. Some people like you really are just with the x men all the time and mistake representation of minorities without about us without us or whatever like you see a bunch of white people all over the place and then it's like storm Bishop. There's not that many and so I always just like you know it really did. Impact Storm Life to be taken to this mansion. That's like isolated with like a bunch of white people and it's never explored we know why elderly And that's a whole nother podcast but it's just But it made me think of that so Washington. A lot of these blaxploitation films. I out about so there are a bunch of black people in this film is like there is no. There's hardly an EAS Sisterhood. Between a black woman a black woman they talk to other black women. But it's not like like you see a Black Panther. Yeah it was like even your literal sister. You barely have a relationship with and then in that movie you see her kind of go through all of these. Different interactions with other women where extremely hostile and sometimes with great reason the the girl who is like using again like there's like so many terrible terms around addiction in these movies about. Yeah that one lady you like. She's very frustrating. So I understand why coffee wants to take her out. Fill out of these women are really terrible. You know so it makes sense and I you know I guess the profound take these male screenwriters have. Is that like? Oh well women can be hungry for power to you know or something and it's just like give it. I just think we would have learned a lot more if we had seen like the women be friends or team. Upper sure have a fight that then leads to something of consequence. I don't know like it. Could it could matter to the plot of the film instead of just being like. Yeah this is where she beats up all the lesbians. Fuck I guess. That's a plot point question mark and I would to like. I got to emphasize lewd. Women are not portrayed sympathetically so like absolutely you gotta take him out but also just like there could be other women and let something. I thought was so interesting about how it's her versus the group all of the time right so you see her versus a bunch of women and it's like here's Foxy Brown or like you know coffee versus a whole group of women and that to me was like it's so isolating for her right. Yeah and it again. Just think of the context of Lake just the time. I can see why it's kind of written that way because if we're again putting on our tin foil heads and just thinking of propaganda and stuff like that had got black woman who is up against those groups of blaming Lake so why even bother with feminism. Because it's just going to be the struggle so it's very interesting that while these films show is really strong. How for Black Women at the same time? They're still isolated in a way and how that transfers and you see that in allow the comics that are in this era because then you also have nightshade who I mean. It doesn't say directly that she's influenced by any specific exploitation character but yes she definitely is my God. Yeah Yeah Yeah of course. She is in a really fun character. And I think honestly like maybe you're nightside piece was like one of the first things of yours. Yes it was so fun to read and I was so excited that somebody brought that character up just in general because it doesn't really happen But Yeah it's the same thing with her right. She's there versus doctor. Strange captain. America League doesn't really have any kind of connection to people. Know just really sucks and then you have the other side where we talk about foxy for a second her whole thing is. She's ready to get revenge for her boyfriend's death and that it's fine that's cool and it's okay but again given the context of these films a lot of these women Some of their motivation is rooted in a loved.


00:20:15 - 00:25:03

One they know being harmed specifically a man and it made me think of Dr Karen Beecher able be at God now I wish mall would've met an untimely demise like I do not like mall it also difficult and okay so going. All the way back to the beginning right leg mall is a hassle. He's has promised you know. He has kind of an inferiority complex. You understand why that would be the case. He has really great sense of style and you know he shows up in his just kind of like. I don't know if I even deserve to be on the titans. So bumblebee does this thing. Where she decides that she is going to be the villain of the issue to make. Mala look good which is such a beautiful effort a completely wasted on mall off people because he is so unappreciative of everything she has ever done for him and she has put her life on hold again and again and again and even in the early days mall was not good to carry. It's not rav in something we read. He was like she's always running her mouth and I was like like I would say that to no one no one. Because you're GONNA get slapped. You know like what the Hell so marvel of man is terrible. Lake some good stuff I guess he created star fire et Cetera et CETERA. But it's like those stories the entire run of new teen titans like I read it as a kid and like I read it back now and I'm just like this guy just gets in his own way at every. Turn because there's always this pervy terrible do like all over the place. And it's every dude he writes is so exhausting and mal isn't like that. Because MARV Wolfman rights black men as being sawn sexuality right so there's very little sexuality for black men and these comics instead. Just get mad angry. Moody. You know like always putting Karen Down Mall and that's almost worse because it's just like Karen is a bad us and we don't hardly see her through this entire like 'cause like Nubia they think maybe was like the first DC black super heroine or it's Bumblebee. Who's like more traditional right? Yeah so like she has so much history and we never see this character in like really cool. Powers like Paris or so-called like cool. Yeah the outfits cool like she's a genius outside of any of her powers like what a bummer to see a character so underutilized and I think that's how I felt and feel about all of the characters we're talking about in this episode is like even storm who is so incredible in the issues. We were talking about you. Know She's just not even quite the storm that she could be. You know it's like they're just can't imagine black women being powerful without being connected to tragedy. If you have pains me to say this but store really doesn't have a personality on the personality. That storm has is from all of us thinking of the Storm Bay. We believe we see between the panels and I think that happens with a lot of these black heroines. Where now Monaco does have is actually a special case because Monica actually does have personality. You can see it through their whole arc. Yes nobody wrote her without a personality. Ever I don't think I mean looking back. She's always been very Monica. Rambo and as vendors leader. That was so interesting to see because she had such an organic thought process would always. It would always cut to her being like this doctor. Druid guy is messing around and we just got to see so much of her in that very short run but I just think that yeah as you say like if she actually does really stand out for that. Ivan garber always been drawn to her character because she actually had character. And I'M NOT SAYING THAT. Allow these characters. Don't necessarily have they have some personality but when you think of storm is just like this this regal air to her which is nothing wrong with that because Wonder woman has that but the difference between Diana in or is that I don't know like you still feel like Diana has a personality outside of being wonder woman for a storm. It's I'm this God is that you know people worship. You can control the weather and all of a sudden.


00:25:03 - 00:30:03

I'm moody because I don't really know where I fit in because I've never addressed any of my issues And it just kind of goes and flows and she's just always calm regal nature to her like it's who is storm no like had. She has kind of an enigmatic personality. It's just like you could write her literally anyway now. I think that there are stories where I look at storm in. I think of how definitive it is like. I talked about like X. Men I think two. Oh five where she by battles cyclops and. I know that you've talked. Well I think you read the whole article about it. Actually where she battled cyclops and to me. It shows exactly who storm is because somebody who is just like. Hey we're gonNA fight it out. And then she takes cyclops out in this incredibly gentle way you know and like I always think of that when I think of storm is somebody who is about us uses as much power as she needs to us and then doesn't use any more than that and I always think that's interesting. I think is interesting to look at how she is associated with the earth and how she lake for some reason. Is that the institute which is actually the thing that to me. We can't really explain to well. So that's the part where I'm always just like book. Which she really is still be there. That's the that's the thing right and that's I guess that's what I mean by that like. I just still don't have a full grasp of what her personality is like. When I think of Monica I get it okay. So Clermont has a definitive storm for a lot of people whenever that moves along. And of course Clermont's run. There's issues but league. He has this idea of storm. Where he doesn't always have to explain her and Blah Blah Blah. And like you know. Sometimes that works sometimes. It doesn't yeah a lot of times it doesn't but whenever you walk out of that run. Nobody has even touched on that complexity whatsoever. So it's like when you say they see her as regal they see her is like about us. I think about that all the time because storm is like my favorite character. So I'm always just thinking about how people look at her as she shows up and she has all the lightning all of that and then I'm always just like but there's such a different side of storm that we need to look at and nobody does. Nobody has interest in it. It seems that the same thing that happens in the blaxploitation films. Where like the idea of like an empowered black woman who's powerful and has dimensions is like unconscionable so they get squashed these characters get squashed into two dimensional or revenge bite-size like a bite sized black woman like okay. We understand you being really pissed perfect. That's good you know done like you can't have layers on top of that or like goals outside of murdering these people you know. Yeah and we see that again in was Amanda Waller in Vixen. Have a moment and suicide squad where Vixen is. She's you know. Return to modeling in the everyone at the photo shoot that she gets massacre. Vixen is angry and of course Mantovani being Amanda Waller's like hey not to be friends or anything but opportunity for you to get revenge. One the person who did this because guess what I also need to take this person out so like let's do something and it's not a hey sa- let me help you out type of thing. It's literally you know. Cnn felony type situation but vixen. And that at least you do get to see some emotion because I think she ends up not killing that person and someone else has to do it because she's like I can't do this oh I think she does. Does she hurts but then she went. Yes okay it's really troubled by it. It almost doesn't happen and then it does. And then she seems very upset whenever she is being carried out of the situation Stays on the suicide squad. Is she like fine. I'm a monster. I don't give a shit. Kills Them. Assholes come in you know But the thing about that that I thought was really interesting was the fact that I mean we have talked about. Amanda Waller being the biggest wild card of all time you never know like what the heck you know. I mean I believe that you coined the term the wall that you don't try and it's very true of her but I don't think that most of the time there's going to be that level of callousness because she puts her in that situation and like that's terrifying like. Why would you do that in a way? Because it's almost. She exploited her anger to such a degree. That you're just like Holy Shit haller exactly and that is why that little small art comes to mind when I'm watching these with Asian villains coming here these women with anger and we like no where the anger comes from. But it's not explored fully from An. I'm not going to knock exploitation films for not doing that. Because that's just not what they were. Therefore they were there to entertain in.


00:30:03 - 00:35:13

That was just yes. Yes in the they touch on things one on the community. They do so fast. Forty several several decades later like panther comes to mind because we have these women that embody the same characteristics as these Blaxploitation heroines but they actually flushed out a little bit. Yes we just talked about world of Kanda a little bit and just how fun and good. That was so good. The crazy thing will quick about that. So how the door? Malaysia come to be on Christopher crease. Run like these underage girls. That are protecting Charlie gross here. We go but it's funny that it's not until much much much later that someone says maybe we should give the door of Malaysia. A little bit more than two security guards in like you just mentioned world will conduct. Is we see a little bit hints of it in Do more there's a peak not very much when the events leading up to that and then also when Neymar comes and doesn't sting and like either door. Malaysia said for themselves. And like yeah. I don't know what you're doing but we're out We start to see that in world will conduct like really really brings that out. It's such a wonderful you know it's five issues. I loved it. I thought it also find all this Context I watched Black Panther for this because you were tweeting about it and knows a friend of mine and I actually felt like in every scene. I was like but go back. Go back to equate to Nokia. I don't actually care that much about the guys which I didn't feel the first or fourth time or time I watched it as we're like broaching modern I WANNA like Thai. Some other properties that recently came out like birds of prey. How you feel about like watchman because there's obviously like you wrecked allusions to blaxploitation right. 'cause like in the main character takes her name from that. I think it's really interesting to see all these threads like play out later but yeah I I. There was a point where it was kicking. Everyone's ass in a bar and I was like yeah. This is exactly like coffee win. You know she goes in and destroys all those women in the but the great thing about that so as we fast forward before leaving bring up set it off real quick that You have to wear black women. They decided to do a heist of swords in. Have I think that is the first time on infant like the car scene where her girlfriends Lei Dancing? They're celebrating equality but is wearing lingerie at dickey's at the same time that will never in vogue. Yeah don't let go. I watched that video seven billion times. I corresponds with the movie before the movie came out. Once the movie came out I was just like. This is my favorite thing I've ever seen in people around me. Were just like why and I was like you know dot dot five years past. Uruguay like exactly like I feel like that might actually be the first time. I should have known I was gay. I think I was watching a living single and I was like. I couldn't love this person more like this is my hero. I want to be her and turns out. You're just queer turns out okay and even single wedding age watching it. I'm like you all are really China. Sell me that cool. Not for likes men like this. And I enjoy seeing Chris Williams on move screen and these other men that she you know I think Morris Chestnut at one point yes but also. Y'All are line but it's okay cute anyway like kind of you know like I. I watched so much straight washing over time. And it's just like sometimes when people are just like they're straight for real wink okay. Sure I definitely saw set it off but yeah whatever own bring it up because like you know you have these women working together. Their personalities are very different but the working together Unfortunately it does not work out in. Jada says the goal to Mexico and cut her braids out of her hair. So that it but then you have You know as you go your Luke Cage. Where Season Two? I think the strongest part of this season was you got to see. All of these varying black women worked together even Mariah to see her work against them. That was really cool and then And that's you know I love a female villain. I'm like give me more. I love me a bitch dozen care yes step on my neck and like Mariah's like roofless in another way That so fresh in was like really happy in just has Alfie water.


00:35:13 - 00:40:17

Because she's just amazing Milo organic the process of her becoming a villain. You're just like fuck. Yeah I would want to like perfect sense. I gotta be real when she's like kissing shades in front of people and then be like what he's my brother like I was like. Oh yes I love you like. So good. And also because he's older black women to and this is really cool to see that gorgeous or so bring so you mentioned birds of prey in Brazil. I really enjoyed in. I wasn't expecting to enjoy like as as much as I did. Wonder woman and Captain Marvel while like I like those. I don't hate them. I kind of walked out of the theater feeling like I don't know left out. I guess I hate to say that about kept a marble because Leshan Lynch is right there but I am. She's a secondary character. Yes but and I don't Know Yeah. I thought that Dinah Lance had such a strong standing point in birds of prey yes. She's the only one with like superpowers completely. Fleshed out to you like that was one thing they all had their arcs. Right had an arc and that was to me just like you can tell that this was written directed learning like a group of women because they all have a part like they all have full glory. They all have their own reasons for being involved. I feel like it was to me. It's the Best Ensemble Superhero film yet. Definitely seen like blows them out of the water because it fucking makes sense and I know why every fucking characters in every scene you know like half an individual. I'm like why is that person even there. They don't need to be there. I was and like Harley as their. She's as white as white character but like there is no type of the other characters aren't used to make her remorse for anything. Like that. Like Harley. It's still really shitty. That's fine because Cassandra. Cain actually older accountable. Because she's like do you forgive me? She's like Hell Fuck you. Forgive Yeah Yeah all of those characters. That was like the thing. That's the difference when the characters actually make sense on their own. You know and I feel like sometimes whenever we're talking about this stuff you're trying to explain it to people outside like it'd be like okay so like the difference is that they have arts like they literally have a story of themselves and that is why it is different than watching the last eight years of Lois Lane because lean has always been played as an accessory or like you know that I mean it was like storm whenever we whenever we see a storm where I feel like the ball has been dropped. You know like a storm where I'm just like. Where is her character though? You know what you're saying regal all of the time like that's not who storm is like no person is actually like she shouldn't have to be a goddess for us. Delake love her. So it's like I mean and Dinah Lance in this movie not a Goddess League totally makes mistakes terrible mistakes but she has pain and we see it and it's not even we see her talk about her mother and have that pain so that's a unity in and of itself. She's just like I saw what you did to my mom. And you're not GonNa do it to me but then also besides that you see her again and again seeking a group which is so different than the isolation that we keep seeing what these other characters where you're just lake. I believe that there's totally been articles written about. How Lake storm never connect sturdy black identity like almost ever comment talks about her mutant. Identity never talks about being a black woman really and doesn't really talk to other black women and like the times when it happened as we just said is weird so I just thought that it's kind of a revelation away one that is literally like probably a century overdue where you're just like they actually gave this character a story and also she could have her own movie and we would watch it. You know absolutely right and I think there's all these like high intense moments that are absolutely character divining for her but for me. There's this moment where black mask makes a woman get up on the table and dance. Horrifying is like such a harrowing moment binging cries and she cries as she tries to remove herself from the situation right like you can feel the pain just like royal through her body and if you're a person who's ever been objectified if you're a gender minority you know both of those characters experiences at least to some level at the same time like you've seen women treated like shit and been unable to change the situation or you've been verson being treated like Shit and been unable to change the situation and I thought that that was like you were saying Sarah.


00:40:17 - 00:45:09

It's like this is how you know who made this film because these moments are so specific and they're treated with so much gravitas before we were. Recording Stephanie. I was sharing with Sarah that I was reading. Aim a comic that had the audacity to declare my shit. Talk 'cause like I don't want to give that person anything but clear. This random mass white guy is like saga out writing women characters and I was like. I hate every few about this and I'm reading the Comic. And there's like an explicit rape scene where a character. I am I gonNa go details on sugar anybody and it's just like dropped in like. Oh this is a great way to show. What a good guy this character is. And it's like what the fuck birds of prey knew how to take you to where that could go and let you feel the pain without traumatizing. You right like they were never going to take us to watching her experience further violence. What was under? That character was absolutely violent but we were never going to go that step further and I think that restraint is so often what I see missing male creators where they're so willing to put women and Gender Minorities Queer characters people of Color in these horrific positions to be deeply wounded to then be like Owen. Now you'll understand why this thing is so good and it's like we don't actually need. That does not that helpful. And that's what happens with granny. Goodness we finally learn like what her whole thing is. Also what happens to Foxy Brown Thanks to Miss Katherine who apparently is trying to see what she can seller for on the sex race. Just like okay well. This is really happening and she ends up being sexually assaulted thanks to her. And she's like you don't want we don't need to see it and then also there's a way to go about you know showing how extreme the situations and yet without actually showing it in. Kathy Kane did that. Yeah Oh in coffee. Coffee felt like it opened with an assault and then it was just like through the end result and it was like hold by partner when we turned it off was like. I can't watch these other movies with you. I'm so sorry I don't blame them because you've never experienced that no and that's kind of how I was and I was like you know. Just doing a lot of rewatch of these. I have the space them out because A lot of them can just get really raw. And just while. Y'All ally so to say that I was happy that I ended it with watching Black Panther conversation with someone and they're like panther again is kind of you know blaxploitation at Jason. What do you mean by that so then I watched it and I'm like yeah? You're right because to Challah. The very beginning of the movie interrupts the Kea in the work that she's doing. Es on the work that she's doing the town is not doing and to invite her to a ceremony that he almost lost so someone. I tweeted that she had to be there because she was part of such and such tribe and like no boo really. Sure that not staying in. That could've gone place but I get it. This is how you wanted to bring in. The key of. That is fine and a moment that we don't talk about enough. That happens in this that I know would never have happened in the blaxploitation film is the GEL is mom when they're trying to make their way to the Jabari tribe turns and accused just like you take the hurt shooter like. I don't think people know how profound that is. That the mother of this king with say to To this other black woman no I I I trust you enough love and I have so much faith in your abilities in your decision making that I think you could be the next election ever thought to. It was nice because the sort of reverse of that happens right before the and Shui Watch to follow the think die and then Nikita is right there right next to like a flash. We've gotta get you out of here like this does sad news and so I love that you're such small moments time-wise Gravitas. You know because they really do communicate these depths of care again between like you were saying to black women on screen and we don't get to see that a lot and definitely not in these type of films like these Superhero Action Action like films because there is highlander. They can only be one so another moment. Is You can see that. Mckeon ACQUAI- have there is a friendship there and we see it because after they have is very intense argument after Eric comes to power in us like what are you about to do.


00:45:09 - 00:50:10

I get to a Malaysia in your loyalty to the country by. And he's the king now but this isn't GonNa work so acquaint is like stuck because she stuck between what do I do? That's best for the country but also serve the king at the same time. Which is my duty. But this guy is renders. And we just can't do that. She's visibly frustrated. Like I think her eyes are watery and I don't feel like it was just out of frustration. I think is because you know. She's disagreeing with her friend. And you're you're seeing this happen and then it's really great to see them all work together at the end because if it was just onto Jolla will kind of would just be under war or Eric would have been in power like that film is really nothing without the woman. I believe that for a reason but it would have been killed by the Rhino. Yes like like a coin everywhere. She's like this Reynaud. Loves me? You idiot like this Reno wasn't gonNA kill somebody not if I tell him not to. I'm like Oh my God. I love her so much. And then and then the sad part the person who I feel like unfortunately with having a blaxploitation moment was heiress girlfriend. My God damn that person. Fortunately was in her all blacks with Asian movie and it always upsets me too is that you have an and this is like activists just in general. I would consider kill monger to be an activist. I think that he talks a lot of the same stuff that you hear from like you know Black Panthers but it's like it's the same as magneto right like they always have that falling into just being like but I am too ruthless and terrible and that does happen in life sometimes but it doesn't happen all the time and so all of our villains shouldn't be that easily bested every time you see somebody go to those extra links just to prove their point or something and then like they lose their point. When that happens I guess that is trying to tell us something but I'm also just like where are the stories were like? The activists are just like that in your face and that correct about things and they don't hurt the people that they're protecting. Yeah Lake her. This girl in like she seemed like stuff was going to happen with her. So that sucked like are originally thought. That was gonna be our night Shea. A nightshade I'm thinking of the other woman and we don't get a lot of her at all. Think she's only three issues with the leopards. Is it Madam Slay yes. Jesus Christ something like this one. All right so eric's girlfriend. I initially thought was going to be like essential for like Madam Slay. But that just doesn't happen and it sucks. It's such a disappointment. That made me so sad and then I always disliked the ending. I realize what happens to the comics? I just like I hate to see characters. Repeat the mistakes of their parents. It always cuts me really hard. Because I'm like fuck if we can't learn generation to generation we are going to be fucked for ever and moral is that Jerry Learns Jolla does open and like yes but it just kills me that he kills Eric. You know it just like I know man but then he did cost us out so friend and he is going to come back of course. Of course I mean they. They have the technology. I'm pretty sure they they figure that out Stronger better faster. So I only hope they figured it out but But yeah like the great thing about Black Panther and then also Watchmen were we have sister. Night is inspired by. What is clearly Character in that universe. Because I don't I saw this night was real for real and I missed it and I was like searching one grazing own. They made this stuff. But I'm I believe same thing I was like. How do I not known sister NATO everything I would like because it's fake doesn't that's why you four but the beautiful thing about Susu night and I was trying to figure out like where sister night would fit among all these characters and I mean tonight Angela Bar not the movie or whatever but she is like this beautiful composite but evolved composite? Because she's more than just a two dimensional character. She's a three dimensional character. And you see her. You Know B Love Love Be Angry and it's okay that she's angry because every right to be angry and she doesn't tamper that down as we see our beat the crap out of Nazis left and right but at the same time you have the moment with her in spoiler alert Mr Manhattan where.


00:50:10 - 00:55:02

We don't know that he's missing ahead yet but we have her in cow. They're having this moment on Christmas Eve in one kills. Nazis were messing that moment up. Because I was like wait. What are you doing here? Where where is this leading to? That moment was ruined because of that. Not because the bigotry and hatred. No no no. I was sick with this really great moment. That was happening this tender moment. This happening between these two characters and then the fact that she switches she's already kill Mo- I think it only works because it's Regina King but Is just sister is is just an amazing evolution. And you can tell that you know. The writers were inspired by LEX. We heroin but they decided to kick it up. A Notch and Showa with those characters could look like if we were able to see them as fully formed characters. I think that that's such a great point. Such a great point Stephanie. You know what I was realizing as you were speaking to is like her. Three-dimensionality is also it's established and then it's deepened. Rate like Lou character. We meet in. The first episode is powerful is deep is concerned and then it's like what is it episode six or seven of Eight. I think it is that we find out. Cal is Dr Manhattan. Yes and and it's like this bad ass has been keeping a secret of like V most important to the planet four What what is it a decade? But a ten years. They get their perfect ten years. Even think about us are bawling. I was just like fuck. I knew she was a bad ass right like I knew. She was an incredible physical fighter. I knew she was an incredible detective. I knew all these things. But now there's this layer of like and shit can keep a secret which doesn't seem that important but it's like I am commack route. You make a lot of money off of fame or all these other things and she just like locks down just like that's like the other part of my brain that I don't access incredible incredible. It really really honestly is and you just see them being regular. But they're too extraordinary people at the same time. So the watchmen series. I had no intention of watching it and then I heard they could make Ed feel the same way that I do about Martha Washington Which we've talked about. Yeah yeah so I was Kinda GonNa be like But when I heard that regaining was there I was like oh my check it out but then I watched the first episode and I couldn't turn it off. 'cause I didn't start it until I think they were six or seven episodes deep so it was a long weekend for me. I was actually in the same place seven. I was like you know Sarah and I even talked about like. There's there's the weird licensing issues and and like you know I'm all about intellectual property and respecting artists rights and and like you know I also like I'm I've seen so many sequels I enjoy sequels but like do I need a watchman. Sequel don't really liked the movie when I really read it again. I was like fuck fuck. This was not something that I should have been handed but then everybody was like this. Tv show twitter is like freaking out. I like fine. I'll watch it first episode sold. You can have all my money's I will watch you forever. And now they're going to bring it back for a second season. Which is kind of a bummer. Actually Yeah it. Actually is a bummer. In and that's the first time I've actually really felt that way. I was like no can actually. Just leave it here. It's fine you don't need anymore. Let this moment exist the way that it did and I think the only reason why the only reason why I continue to watch it but I think it's because of the care taking in a Regina kinks character like we weren't just going to get another black woman who was going to be this person who saves everyone or anything like that. But we're getting this black woman who is a bad acid also at saint. Time is humid and I felt like that is weird to have to say that allowed Because of course you know black women are human but no like a lot of times in these the Giambra I would say. That's kind of lost the Knicks. Because it's either one or the other are you. Are you human or can you be Human Sean? At the same time we both can exist at the same time. There is their strength to be found in love in. Agana go back to Monica Rambo. A reason why I think she just switching unique character is because I'll just briefly mention this. A lot of blacks heroines like they have some type of traumatic tragic story of origin.
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Same can be said for a lot of characters period in comics specifically lack characters in black women in comics like a lot of times they're origins are traumatic in nature like really really. Us residents her father. Father are gone now and your best friends and she's not even more yet. I'm just like a bit Brian to out. I'm just like okay guy. You know you have going on but with Monica. That's not the case. Like she gets her powers in an accident but is because she is trying to do the right thing and she still has like supportive appearance and young and tell that they love her in there like really encouraging her and she is finding strength in that love so warm back to Washington even though Angela also has a tragic origin story of sorts to she still is able to experience love and love in also angriest hill at the same time. You you wrote about Monica's parents is that yeah. I remember reading that. I think right after I wrote about Monica as leader of the avengers. Yeah and reading somebody else talking about like that era of Monica was just like Oh my God now somebody who's talking about this and it's so true because you talk about the parents that now some of the comments that we were just reading that were new teen titans comics. We saw cyborgs parents. And I think that like cyborgs. Parents have basically. It's his grandparents actually. Yeah but CYBORG. Parents had not very much depth to them and then we see Monica's parents and they have jokes and they're really cute with each other and they had a good relationship with Monica. They were just really caring towards her. All of that was really cool to actually see too because with Cyborg. You know there's so many issues with Cyborg as a character and you know it's better over time but I was just so interesting to see. I guess because like his parents are Super One. No kind of Lake you know. Yeah they're just like we're worried. That's that's all we do is worried. Maybe as a grandparent kind of true. Sure but also I think you'll like at least or like play Bingo like doing literally anything else with your time. This parents are worried too and they have personality while they're doing exactly right worries not a personality. Look right you know. It goes back to this like we were saying. What's the beginning and I think some people are not going to like hearing list? But it's like that's called bad writing. Every character should have their own goal. Otherwise why are they in your story? You don't have to include them. Yes so that is why I kind of felt the way I did about kept the marveling away. 'cause I'm just like so. How does Maria operate outside of Carol and we really don't get a chance to see that even though it's carols movie but it's also like okay by deal? We could have been done better. You know what they just sat down for this. What is it six years? Think about Carol. Let's just like sit around the table. Correct that Carol Literally Owes Alimony Lake. Needs to have a deadbeat. Dad does she is like she gets to zoom in all cool cool and Mike you know. Her adopted daughters all lake. Auntie stuff like that and it's just like you know what though you owe somebody money right? You have balanced and left her alone house free you. It's a joke that I will never let die because as the first thing like wow so curls it did beat Mama. That is cool ratings. The it is real intense to watch as a gay person. Definitely I will say Just like when. Are they going to say something about how much money she owes like? What are they going to bring it up? That she bounced her daughter for like seven years ago. Get Milk in bridge from the convenience store and another galaxy and I will just Hala by bind and then she leaves again like what we saw in game. She loved again. And it's just like you didn't even have a long weekend lately. She lives three times in her short story. We know of her she left when she had amnesia. Then she left right when she got back. She left to go help. The scrolls went to help the scrolls. Then she comes back for a game but then by the time of Spiderman she's GonNa fuck boy trade she owes money.
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She needs to settle this out. She is an emotional day for God. Damn sure I wanNA teach your. This is Carol. Denver's is a fuck boy. That's good haircut. I was just gonNA bring like literally if you were just like literally if you walked up to Carol. Danvers is haircut. And you're just like listen. I like don't like how you do this thing that you're doing and like her haircut. Would respond would flake literally fucking boy like through and have you seen the new ELLARD. No I have not You know it's okay. I live from so like I enjoyed it. Charted their highs and lows. But there's name. Finley's like this lesbian with dark large eyebrows and like floppy blonde hair and the carry armpits and when you're describing carols responding I was just like is Finley Carols youth living my God I think so. I'm looking at a photo I WANNA look to. I had it open to Regina King and now I'm GonNa move along to Finley alward. Yeah that's accurate fucking. Do I thought it was Gregor. Only God seeing what's up is like as a lesbian. I have dated this booklet. We say and and so I see Carol Denver's haircut and I'm just like you need to stop texting me every six months at two o'clock in the fucking morning and leg I miss you look way transcendence all it really does and I wish it didn't but it really does because I used to always be like well lesbians have to be the best of all of the humans and then I'm just like they're super fucking none of this to fuck. Yeah I like guess. It turns out. Friends doesn't matter what your gender sexuality is you can do. You can choose to be a piece of shit you know who had to learn that Foxy Brown Patrick Jones. A moniker unfair. Everybody we talked about this fucking podcast. So Stephanie Tell us about what's going on with your kickstarter and you know you're just like busy out the Wazoo. We want you to tell us about it so we can get our listeners to support shore. So I'm having we have this conversation because the kickstarter campaign that will go live on Friday the twentieth of February twenty twenty just in case. You're a time traveler specify. You never know that is. It's called living heroes in it's basically born out of one just my love of remixing things like putting all these pop culture things that we love and putting it to gather like my robot chicken but with flavor so it's fan comics so its features monogrammed. Bo Storm Misty Knight and she hawk. Because I don't know for me GIN. She a white lady but she's green all the time and gene. I mean who's always like really been a true ally to monitor the receipts. Are there except for that that. We're that weird story that she had firefighters in the court case we will as long. That's deleted it doesn't exist but hated it. I just WANNA fight okay but whatever forever living here putting these characters in like a living single type of Sitcom where they get to interact with each other. They're not doing super hero stuff. They're doing every day things that you know. All of us do always love to see superheroes in that setting because like what are they doing when they're not being superheroes they're being actual humans against another way to a hate having to say humanized because they are humans but like humanize these characters and show like storm interacting with other black women and actually a realizing the fact that she is black. So it's just a really fun fun thing to do like there'll be other characters that show up there have been two issues four eight. So far showed up in my. But what if series so the first one is just like an introduction and then the second issue always like to see shows within shows so power couples court? Of course Jin is one there As one of the judges in features the fantastic four and the scene is that is in sue storm and Neymar and introduction to.
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Who's going to be the Overton of the series and Sam Wilson and and it's just fun. It's just something that I wanted to do. A plan on being a one off but people like really really loved it and I was like okay. We'll do another one and they really love that second one and folks were saying. Are you going to war? And I'm like I would have but there's this thing called money and I like to give it to the artists that I commissioned for their work because nobody can live off exposure. That does not have any bills and the only way to kind of do that as to kick started and you know to get the funds so that I can pay the artists who is Aaron. O.`Neil Joan so you haven't heard of her so hoping for now and you go check out our work and you know just kind of secure this so we can get this out. I would like to do a full twenty four page fan comic and just get this out to you. All is just it's fun. I hope that you'll supported if you go to my twitter page or instagram. It's at Steph underscore. I underscore will. I've been tweeted about it like crazy. I'M BETWEEN ABOUT. It's more once it goes live on. Friday will also be tweeting about it saying you just keep an eye on the bitches on Comics. Both our instagram and our twitter. We'll be throwing down because we believe in the power of independent art and independent art done by black women. Hello signed me up and because we love you and was so great lake. It's so good. All of the things that I see on. Instagram is just unbelievably exciting. You have another Web Comic. And that is brilliant. I love both of these comics. And they've kind of sprung up over just like the last few months so it's just been great just watching them kind of grow have so much more stuff in my like would expeditiously again money in time also so but apparently activators another one which I eventually like to do something a little bit more with that but still kind of thinking about it. But that comic is based on The trials and tribulations of being appeared to a small child There are funny moments but just kind of just reimagining those stories that I the share on twitter or just things that happened in wall should definitely check it out. There is an alien spoof of this comic. That will be coming out soon because you know. I Love Ellen Ripley in. I stick by this that she was just trying to get back to her daughter so that she wouldn't have to pay for after care and you know damn them wailing you tiny Keaton. His woman from getting back is on a celebrate. Her Doored his eleventh birthday. So MOMS MOMS fate which is a but would have no. That'll be coming soon. And if that sounds familiar. It's because it's inspired by Terminator. So please check that out Sarah Connor has found a new calling. If you WanNa hear Stephanie Talk More at Length. About parenthood activate met sure to check out episode twelve of bitches on comics. We've had our seven seconds. I'm having Stephanie. On 'cause she's incredible dollar episode is so fun it'd be really get into what it's like to be a creator if you're a new creator. People found it really encouraging because low Stephanie's very encouraging creator so make sure you check that out and then if you WANNA learn more about what if though if you are a patron or if you become one on episode seventeen we reviewed what if though and talked about what an incredible web comic it is so Stephanie is creating just remarkable stuff against an independen creator? It's important to be supporting independent? Are Obviously if you're listening. You know that because we are also independent creators liberties creating is right and all the ways like you know you can feel good about spending money on it because you're supporting people who are really loved at work and it's fucking hilarious like you get to have your chuckles end. You get to feel good and to me. That's called a win win I well. That is the most glorious since review. I've heard so. Thank you so much absolutely anything else. Stephanie. No I think that's it. That's it just. Please be on the lookout for that kickstarter again for worried. Twenty eighth is the day that it launches and that goes for thirty days. So if you can please I would love your support and please check out. But what if though and parenthood activate is there are just a ton of stories that I can't wait to share with. Y'All yes he and I are both GONNA sign up for it because I got little with Amanda Waller in Alfred Pennyworth which will give me blog. But I'm so excited and actually I just realized I think I subscribe to your patriotic and so on it's great just now that.
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I'm realizing that I do this. Everybody should subscribe to the patriotic because it is incredible and very delightful to get these little because you share parts of the comic before you share the comment so it's been really nice to just be like whereas whereas I gotta go lake and it's it's been so great every time and I was gonna say like the previews of the kickstarter bonuses. Look in. Oh Yeah. So if you love stickers and you love animal pens with. Y'All do yes yes please We've got some goodies coming your way especially scandalized. It will cause he is my favorite. That's an Deroga-. Every time I see there was like a month straight where every time you would pop up in my twitter notifications which is fairly regularly. I would just just crack up like put my leg hand over my eyes and just start laughing at my desk. Just like vision is like the most perfect picture of vision I've ever seen like he doesn't need a do rag because he doesn't have here but it's funny so I wonder if he's an android wear do rags. It's great and his expression. Thank you so much for joining us today. You have been incredible as always. I can't wait to have you on again. You're going to have to keep coming back to us with your brilliance. Oh I don't mind. Just thank you all so much for you. Got Me Mills saying yeah. You know what we do. WanNa do this so I appreciate that because like I can write about this I am going to write about it but also I wanNA talk about it. So thank you all for just extending your platform to do that. Just extending the plan your platform and the way that you have Y'All have definitely been doing the work and I really appreciate how you've been uplifting Slack Women Non Binary Folks folks that are Sis Trans Queer all of that like because this. This is what we should be doing for one. Another uplifting the voices that need to be her. So thank you all for doing what you do. I have my own. Thank you so much. That's literally everything that we want to do. And why even do anything if you're not doing so thank you very much next comic? We're GONNA talk about is. The misadventures of is a Nami Gray. Which is by Jeffrey Brown who we talked about pretty recently yes. Jeffrey wrote the Beautiful Zero Jungle. That we reviewed. I also want to say that there is a different Jeffrey Brown. That is a cartoonist. This is a different person than the one that won a bunch of ignites or whatever. This is Jeffrey Brown friend of the POD. Yeah but Jeffrey also will probably win. Some ignites at some point because this comic is also amazing as was zero jungle. Show amazing I love it. I love it I love it I love it. Seven years ago is a Nami. Developed Nano bots that greatly enhanced the body's natural healing factor growing tired of conducting tests on animals. She subjected herself to her bots but after a fatal encounter with her mutated ex-boyfriend her life changed forever now. She is an empathic vampire who feeds on the emotions of others. What is set up? So yeah you had me at empathic vampire. I was like what say what I wanna read all of this and I love it I love it I just plain love it. Yeah the art style has come leaps and bounds since the last time we saw. Jeffrey Brown's work. Even though it was really great. Then it has gotten a lot better. There's a lot more detailed background stuff. And there's a lot of dynamic motion in this when people are standing around there kind of pacing and stuff. You can see that. There's motion in the frame which is nice. There's talking head scenes but they don't read like they read very intense yet totally. I thought that the moment to like intends. Violence were rendered really beautifully. Which I think is a challenge should you but I think we're just incredible and there these epic full-page spreads that are just like that is so beautiful that is the coolest thing like seen everything feels like. It's composed really carefully. This has just been clearly labor of love. I I love it when they go into the sewer to fight the sewer monster. The monster just goes meet love. It and the sewer looks really interesting. This whole scene is just so so dynamic totally.
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I also was like Could someone please give Tatyana Troy my number because no good night you perfect? Yes is so true. I love all of these characters. I thought that this was just a really fun. Great Comic in. It's kind of the next step. I think from zero jungle is different but to me it just. It continues a lot of the first things that we saw there. So is still great to watch. Jeffrey Brown. Continue to be amazing and get better and better. All the time yacht totally. I think you're absolutely right. You can see the continuum in in their work between the two pieces and I think that this has really promising story as well like I zipped through the I don't three four issues. They sent us and I was like. I'm not ready to be done with is an army gray. I need more of this and I think that is always a good sign. And we're just so lucky to have Jeffrey creating right now. I think they have a super super bright future no matter what they choose to do next. And it's cool to be like. Ooh We get to be close to them like now. You're close to them to pod listeners. All Friends of Jeffries. Now yeah go ahead indefinitely by the comics from the gum road that we link to because they're kind of great and I think you'll enjoy them. A comic of the week is Prince of cats written and illustrated by Ronald Wimberly. Letters by jared K Fletcher logo type and design assist Jordan Haley. Dear God dear God. This is my favorite. We're like no I WANNA go. I WanNa know me how much I like it. I I love this comic. It is giants first of all. That is something that you can't forget. The biggest book on the shelf is kind of a thin volume. But it's big talented size and so I love reading books. That are just big for some weird reason. I don't know it makes me feel like the nineteen forties or something when you're holding a gigantic newspaper or something. I just love it. The format is great. That are blown up. That only does favors for the. I feel like a lot of art. Can't hold up to that size increase but all of the art that we see in this book is just unbelievable. And I'm so glad that it so giant agreed. I felt like the texture on the skin. Tones of different characters was just breathtaking. It's so layered and and deliberate and totally powerful and that cover. The cover is just so incredible. You see that in you by you know it just looks. Nice so the book is an adaptation of William Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet focusing on the characters. Were less central in the Shakespearean play. So it's not about Romeo and Juliet primarily though they do appear and their story is what you know again. Forms a lot of what happens through the book but really focusing on the secondary and tertiary characters the Prince of cats being tickled and then also a lot more time with Rosalyn and with MC Ushio than I would say that the the Shakespearean Play spends time. It is one of the coolest modernisations because it keeps the rhyme in the meter heaps a lot of the same words. But then it'll change words really carefully a line where the author wimberly has smashed together sort of the Shakespearean freezing and the Shakespearean meter but then with words like Bro and it's just so perfectly balanced in every way that this could be hackneyed or ham fisted. It is delicate. It is subtle yet. We've seen the whole modernisation. Obviously of many of Shakespeare's plays and a lot of times. They follow a little flag. Because it's so timely that it's dated in a second and also you know the struggle of do we used Shakespeare's language or do we use like today's language olive. That comes up again and again whenever you see these and depending on what your preferences are that depends on whether or not you enjoy adaptations but in this book. The combination of modern slaying and Shakespeare's speak is the highlight almost of the entire book. As much as I just said this is one of the most beautiful books I've ever seen just as quickly it's gorgeous. Also the entirety of the dialogue is poetry in and of itself. I believe it follows IAMBIC pentameter. It's you know as you say with words like Bro and stuff.
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So it it. It's great you know the places where the conversations happen are different you know. There's a barbershop scene where these black characters. It's a gregory in pretty much almost everyone but Romeo. I think is is black. Though Romeo could be any ethnicity I have no idea because it's a comic and they are just like rolling. Ajay getting a haircut. And it's just so normal OAS till till getting the haircut and he was his friend. Rolling Jay was talking table. Tipple has like a dope lip ring that has like booth so hot and it's just really incredible. See this juxtaposed. You know. This is a story that is super freaking old in modernizing. It did favors for it. Which is wild because usually I I mean I love a fucking modernisation. I mean clueless. Hello thank you. Hello. I'm out but it is just perfect and so I think that Prince of cats manages to. I think it's that. Does everything with deliberate. I to how the whole comes together so nothing is too much. There's not too much modern slang. There's not too much Shakespearean so then you don't even realize their whole passages. I read that I was like wait. A bunch of that was not in the original but it felt like it was your has. Its show careful and the thing. The same thing can be said with the art. There is a really good balance of panels with no words in them and panels with lots of words. There's a really cool way that the acts the different acts have a break in between them and you get to see newspapers or like a flyer for the duals. I really liked it instead of having one gun in the book so all the duals are actually with swords and that's really powerful and it makes for really cool. Blood are which I know is not everyone's Cup of tea but I'm always like ooh good blood so good blood it is just a lover I totally love it. Incredible and it's really great to see this character because this character specifically. I always loved so much in the Shakespeare play and and you know even like the ninety s John Lewis Zemo brilliant. All of that was great. I love this character and just seeing the character and fold more and learn more about him. And what motivates him to be such strong and kind of terrifying character I think is great? And also he just is the coolest in this as as the prince of cats would have to be absolutely. I also love how they represented mccue. Xio Murky. She was always my favorite character on Juliet. Because again I think I think mccoo shoes super queer coded and I think if you get like Shakespearean jokes. I'm right and it's echoed here. There's like funny jokes about mercy was Dick and like flirting with men. And it's just done. It's very again like sub textual way. It's really really cute. And I like the way. The female characters were drawn. They're pretty minor characters compared to the overall but we see a Rosalyn that is much more brought to life than leg. Oh Romeo's side check that he got over it right. Oh she's a person and she has feelings. And that's that's really nice to see really refreshing. It feels like a nice reclamation of that character whose offense sort of treated like a Husky. We can laugh at so. I really really appreciated that. And I thought that it was just really clever to turn this. Familial feud into a sort of like families. Slash gang feud. That was an interesting build on again. It's like every change wimberly. Made in. Prince of cats is an addition to Romeo and Juliet. That does so much for it. Yes it does so much for it. And there's been so so so many adaptations of Shakespeare and I feel almost as if so many of them go in these kind of let's modernize it because it has cars now or something and this to me was just no. Let's modernize it like period and it works so well and it Kinda revolutionizes the story because we're looking at the characters that we never really got to see enough of so that to me is just groundbreaking in and of itself as far as Shakespeare adaptations. Go because we've been seeing the cycle kind of repeated for a very long time and I feel like Prince of cats just kind of and puts a lot of adaptations to shame it a new bar that you would have to supersede to be better than like it is so good. Yeah it kind of has redefined the genre a little bit earn sub-genre of Shakespeare outpatients and I loved it so much but I wanted to say if you're going to get this book. This is one of those books you know.


01:25:00 - 01:27:49

[bookmark: _GoBack]Most of the time I think I read comics on my kindle. But it if you're going to buy a comic if you're going to get this comic. I highly highly recommend that you just by the hardcover because this is something you're GonNa win on your shelves because it is gorgeous absolutely I I cannot wait to buy it. I have a library copy at the moment. And it's from image comics so if you could go prince of cats image you can definitely find somewhere to to pick it up. Do a Sarah do you fly? There are a lot of queer podcasts out there. There's only a few and do you think there's a lot of queer comics podcasts. Out there Okay exactly so what? We cool fun unique spicy and we're very real. We tell you what we see. We tell you what's good. What's was not good. Where where you can read more what you can skip and what you need to know if you wanna be cool just kidding. You're already cool. Cool find us on patriotism because we could use that sweet sweet cash money to keep making more podcasts where a Patriot dot com slash bitches on comics. We'RE A PODCAST. That is all about making comic books more accessible to Lgbtq folks and women so if you have a question about anything related to comics comic adaptations Pop Culture. In general conventions cost play new name. It that's what we're here for. You can send us your questions at bitches on comics at gmail.com. Unfortunately Jamil does not like the word bitch. They're pretty judgy about it so we can't have it spelled out it is be dot. T. C. H. E. S. O. N. C. O. M. ICS at gmail.com and remember. There's no I'm bitch. If you'd like to support the podcast you can do so by rating and reviewing us on Itunes spotify stitcher or wherever you listen to podcasts. I'm Sarah Century and you can find me at. Www DOT Sarah century dot com and twitter and instagram. Still Sarah Century on those I'm se or you can learn more about me at se. Flea DOT COM. You can find me on twitter. Instagram AT AT SE underscore flee nor is on comics is recorded by Kate Warner who plays in the band church fire you can find them at church. Fire Music Dot Com music provided by Earth Control Pill which you can find birth control pill. Dot Van Camp Dot com which is on comics recorded in Denver. Colorado we went to recognize indigenous peoples who have inhabited and do inhabit this land your Rapa nation the nation the Cheyenne nation and others. Who have been erased from our history and collective memories through colonization.
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