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Transcript for Episode 37: Did you read the comic? An interview with Amy Chu

Episode 37.0: Did you read the comic?

00:00:03 - 00:05:01

Hey everyone welcome to on Comex. I'm Sarah Century and I'm SEC. Nor and today we're interviewing they wanted only be incredible. Amy You you might know amy from dark horse. Comics Marvel Comics DC comics comics lion forge comics more and more all the time. She's written some of our favorite characters. Spam Parrella Dead Pool and the love of our lives Poison Ivy. Thank you for being here today. Amy Oh it is my pleasure. Thank you for having me great and if folks want to find you emmy where can they find you on social yes social media? I'm mostly on twitter as much as I hate to say that In his easy because my name is so short. It's Amy Chew Right. Am Y H you and then And then I'm also went instagram. So it's amy underscored shoe and also have a website which is also amy Chu. Yeah so amy to in. That will get you to where you need to go. So I'm a huge fan of yours. I want to say that I've been reading a ton of your stuff for a very long time or I guess just like the last few years but it feels like a long time because you've had a lot of really good runs. I read an interview that you got into Comex kind of via the phantom like you worked in business and then you paired up with your friend. Georgia Georgia Lee George elite. Thank you so much. And one of the writers on the expanse right right. That's right so I was reading for this interview and seeing kind of how you had gotten into Phantom and stuff like that and I think it's interesting that you became a writer through that like that introduction and from what I understand. You didn't really read Superhero comics that much before that so I was just wondering. Do you think that that gives you any kind of a different Lens on comics? Or How do you sure yeah? I don't I don't think I'm that unusual Well actually no I take it back to kind of unusual being a writer coming in that way. It's not like a wasn't into fandom but you know like I've been a huge doctor who star Trek Star Wars. All that type of stuff for you know since I was a kid which of course may be incredibly dateable in high school back in the day. Just joking now I was. I was on the chess team too. So yeah I was. I think the last girl asked to from in my high school in the Midwest Anyway. So you know I I know fandom just said I was never really in the comics group. You know because it was mostly superheroes mostly and also. I didn't read comics. I did read. I did read comics in college. Which is kind of later than a Lotta people forget? I went to college at my tea. So everyone read comics at Mit. Whether you're a guy you know and it was but by that time in college there's comics for everyone. It's not just superhero. So the stuff that I was exposed to was a lot more of the graphic novel. It was vertigo stuff. So I did read. Comics is just that I don't really consider it necessarily my thing or my destiny. You re comics because everyone else reads comics. Just like everyone at mit at that time. We're picking locks because somebody published their thesis on lock picking so you know you're just like painting this picture of yourself like a street kid is reading comics and breaking into doors. Yeah so that was Undergrad And so again. This is terrible but you go to school like Mit were. Everyone's a geek the norm so it's Kinda weird to sorta reenter. I'm very comfortable in the comics world But from where I come from at least from the years I spent at Mit. You know that was geeked them. And so for anyone to be like you. Such a poser coming in without having read comics fleece really so none of that stuff ever bothered me because I was just like you are all fake peaks to me so I did and I did not re comics. I certainly read comic simply because the guy was dating at. The time is an aero astro major and his buddy had A long box comics. That was the first time I've ever seen a long box of comics and it was a summer and I was reading everything and there. Here's this long Bassett comics and I just basically read through the whole long box. I'm like Oh my God. He's are comics. I have never you know. I was exposed to comics. That were non superhero. They were so great. I just remember it vividly because an I didn't really think of myself as comics reader. I was just basically reading. This guy's long box over the summer and I never really bought comics again after that. And if you let me I'm going to ramble a little bit here too because it has a lot to do with my origin story.


00:05:01 - 00:10:01

And sort of coming into it. You mentioned my friend Georgia Lee who basically dragged me into this whole thing. She read the comics and I was like yeah. I remember you know comics. I didn't really read them but I read. I read that guy's long ages ago and I really love it. Sure if you want to comics. I'll help you so I didn't know that this is what would happen. I think she gets a kick out of it because she didn't know that this would ever happen and nobody ever knew what happened because I have friends from. Mit and Wellesley. I did a dual degree. So fast forward to I'm in Cambridge right and I'm doing my first signing and getting people from MIT and Harvard and low behold by Wellesley friends stops by. And she's like what the hell man. I didn't know you were into comics. I'm like well I wasn't really. It's kind of by accident but remember back. I was dating that guy. You know back. We're dating those guys at MIT. This guy had a long box and she was like that was my long Bach. What a twist. It was her comics the entire time. It was her comics the entire time. She was the comics fan. She left the guys her long this summer so I just thought that was really funny and instrumental in say you know we have this conception a WHO reads comics. She still reads comics. She's her daughter. Also reads comics or husband basically picked up her poll issued. He didn't really read comics. Offer her she had good taste. Obviously Oh of course. Are there any specific? Titles you remember from that long box that like you really get a date myself. I was thinking so hard. Okay this was so all this stuff happened really right. Two thousand eleven. It's long ago but not that long ago you know relatively speaking So two thousand eleven and I was trying to figure things out because I was like two thousand eleven is when I was like. I don't even know what's going on with my life. Suddenly in comics trying to make comics and running around telling people. I don't really read comics. Didn't really know comics. But then I tell that story that long and I'm at my first industry event where again. I had no idea what I was doing but I was like. I really really want to do this. And so I bought myself a C. for the Harvey awards you know the Harvey Awards home. My My of course was that I'm new in this business. I don't know anybody. Where are all the professionals going to be? They're going to be in the ballroom at the Harvey Awards right so I must be where all these people are. So I can learn and I didn't realize at the time nobody does that especially someone new but anyway so this is another sorry. This is another sort of anecdotal story but it relates to this question so I found out later. Nobody does it right especially just a single person in a single new person because when I know what I'm like hi you know I signed up online. They gave me my table one. It was Table One. They put me at the head table to do you have to I. The Harvey Awards. Basically people are nominated. The publisher supposed to buy a whole table for their crew. That's what happens right. You don't just randomly walk in his on with me so they stick their heads. And everyone's looking at me like do eleven. It's still not a whole lot of women either right right and I sit down and then I forced to tell my story once again. I'm like yeah really got into comedy says chat. My friend I don't really know what I'm doing. I really love it and yeah I read comics in this long box. And they're like exactly what you ask what comics were now. I'm hot see here because it's so long ago I had to really think because I really really liked them and I'm like yeah. It was really like to laugh. I finally remembered a lot of the comics in that long box were first comics. And I don't remember the specific titles but you know first comics back in the day was like American flag and Oh my God now. I'm going to forget but anyway I'm sitting there and I'm like what the Hell is that I. It may start cracking. Because the guy who's really asked Steph is Mike Gold. Oh Ya publisher first comics. Yeah 'cause I'm like straining so hard you know I'm not making this up right and it's like that. Guy John and of course. Mike Grill the creators sitting right across from me so they thought that was such a hoot. They're always so nice to me after that.


00:10:01 - 00:15:04

So you know what I talk about networking I say. Well don't do as I do but that that is a true story and that's kind of part of my origin in that it is helpful not to be a total total ban boy or girl when it comes to Mike that but at the same time you know that that's anyway so that was my long way love talking. Yeah so you can't make that up into this has been so nice to me. He's like anything. I can do very very supportive because of that. I think my God I read the Poison. Ivy Was the first series that you is that correct. Yes that is correct. Oh dear that is. We are huge. Huge poison. Ivy Fans in that series is one of the ones. That's like one of the best stories with her. Life and death is amazing. It's so amazing. And so I mean we love her so I was just wondering what drew you to that character. How did you have a background of enjoying that character? Would you again? You know all of that. Of course all all but but don't forget. This is not like something I have a say in the matter as a new creator. You get what you're given you know so I thought it was actually quite crazy that they were asking. If I was interested in pitching from Poison Ivy. You know at that time. Everyone wanted to do poison ivy so. I was kind of like some kind of mistake. How how much people like that book because it was my first book? Yeah that's what's so you know I'm not even supposed to be writing. It's totally bonkers. It's like totally alternate universe. That I got it that I could write. It and it was very stressful writing that and to have people like it so much. It's really. It is mind boggling. I mean I'm happy. Obviously but it sort of raises the bar all of a sudden. It's like wait. I'm not even supposed to be doing this. You know this I feel really insecure about it. Sometimes yeah I mean but then it turned out to be. I mean for the people who I talked to about Poison Ivy. I think that that's one of the favorite stories so I mean at ask. But let's not forget poison ivy one of those characters really. There hasn't been a lot of good material reporting there has not so. I mean I take the grain of salt. I'm really really love what I did with clay on that but at the same time it wasn't a whole lot before so yeah kind of a low basement right. Yeah Yeah you didn't open with like a graphic murder so right there. Do I right solid. You know. I'm being sarcastic but honestly we totally adored that run and you know. I like the Harley. I liked something that Sarah and I talk a lot about Ivy and Harley cause why wouldn't we and I just really love how I felt like the same person and there's like this moment where she just sets this hard boundary with Harley. Who can be like? No codependent is fuck and it's a refreshing moment because even though it creates some tension between them and we see it resolved over the course of the run it just is such a powerful moment. I think for both characters and to move away from each other to to do some of their own personal things and I constantly talk about loving about those two characters and I thought you were like dead on it right there and I don't know I just loved it. Yeah thank you I mean I think part of it too. I was trying to write from authenticity right. Like these are real relationships. I really hate the stories where you're like. That person would not do that. The other night stories like slam on people you know like if I were poison ivy. I wouldn't do that if you have all the power she has. Why Bother. I'm not mean who cares the least of her powers right like men like here if I were poised night. I've got better things to do you now. So that's the way I approached it but like you fuck with a dog or a plant and that oh I was just like. That's my ivy. So that's being consistent to me. You figure out you know. Because we're like well she's she's a villain. I'm like no. She's got her own set of morality her. What would you do? That's what you would do right. Yeah and that's so different. Compared to a lot of the approaches of Ivy. I I think things are changing now. It's getting like a little bit more flushed out. We'll see don't quote me on that. Basically you did such a great job on that series of course league as I say the characterization so solid so I really appreciate how you went onto Red Sonja just equally iconic with somebody WHO's comics.


00:15:04 - 00:20:00

I was reading when I was really young and Gail. Simone did such a great version of Red Sonja and I feel like your run on red. Sonja has just kind of taken everything that was that hit the mark and Gail Simone's run and just kind of built upon it. Well thank you. That's exactly what is trying to do. Yeah sounds like gale wrote this and now I gotta right here. Yeah Yeah Yeah. She's a she's a hard act to follow for sure. I I wasn't trying to do what Gail did. I was literally trying to build up what she did. Because I can't write like gale. She's got her own dot. You know as much as I would like to. You know respecting what she did. But trying to do my take on it Yeah you know I was GONNA say I. That's why we read comics. I don't WanNa read the same thing. I like seeing how someone looks. Another facet of the character shines light on something. I haven't some but like you were saying they still have to be faithful to who the character is. And that's what I saw so much. Your run coming out of after gale. You know like Red Sonja is so irresistible as a character because she just so strong so indefatigable just like the bomb at every turn but she also has all these other dimensions right look. She carries a heavy load on her back and she cares so much about doing right by people and I just it was so fun to see how you play with her and you know taking her to different locations and bringing her to New York City letting her granny freaking fun. Thank you again. It's one of those things like well. You know if you were read so what would you do? You feel like walking around like stupid cone and like like strange village. You know like she like whatever different. Now Guess Beer. I'll take a beer thinking. If you read redstone. Yeah coming from the High Bar in age you're presented with a beer. You're going to like it. I would assume ya also a higher alcohol onto probably going to feel that love that he does the niceties of modern living which he takes a bath and she's like yes a bath. I get it now and that was obviously a play. I'm GAELS Whole Stinky Sonia. Run too I just play a little bit with that so but yeah I had no idea. I would be writing as much red Sony as I did. I think that they only asked me to do six issues. I really thought I was only do six issues. Yeah it seems like the first six issues. Do standalone really well. But then it's like as it keeps going. I think it just Kinda gets better and better. It's been thank you. I was like getting more and more insecure. I'm like wow. I was only supposed to six announced. Now it's twenty five like where am I going? Well it seems like honestly you know. There's times where I just feel like. People are constantly challenging themselves on like a character and kind of building from it. But that's how I always feel whenever I read the Red Sonja also. Now you're working with a Erik Burnham Right. Yeah so that so that was actually. I'm so glad it worked out because I was really like. Oh my God At that time to work in so many different things as as a kiss and other things and now I'm Gonna I'm GonNa reveal something that I haven't really talked about at all. And it is the deep seated insecurity of being a writer but also being as you know like I never thought I was going to be a writer and here I am doing this iconic character and I always struggled you know. I don't I don't have a problem now. It's not like I'm trying to be coy or anything. You're downplay good at pacing and story and characterization my whole thing with Red Sonja was her crew. You know like she's in New York she's GonNa need allies. You know. This is my opportunity. Bill that colorful supporting cast. You know and it's also my opportunity bring in a library. I've always wanted to put in Marion address tattooed librarian into a series so donald at town but the one thing which I had never even discussed with dynamite but I was just like this is the hardest part I could never really figure out red. Sonya's voice her dialogue when I wrote. It just never seemed right and I had met Eric Burnham before it multiple conventions really great guy but he is in my opinion way better with that kind of dialogue than I am. And so I'm like you know. Can we do this? I'll do the first ass and then you do. You know you basically will co right together. So that's how that came about and thank God for that because that would forgot when he started but so he. He was instrumental in several issues. After the first arc doing that. So that's the back story of all that.


00:20:01 - 00:25:00

Yeah and really pleased with how it turned out and I'm really happy that people enjoy that run because that's what it's meant for. I mean it's entertainment it's meant to. It's escapism hopefully sort of smart escapism. Like I said it was my opportunity. I feel good that whenever I can get a PhD into a story. That's happened before you know I did that. With Poison Ivy. Mike Okay we're fit you know female. Phd Okay Library. Yeah pretty recently. I think we did a comic of the week. Where we just kind of raved about how much we love. Red Sonja meets. Vamp Rela meets the in Veronica Yeah how how did that series come to a lot of people were like? That's the most bonkers concept I've ever heard and I was like it is but it's I'm sure it's going to be great so I was with that series from day. One thank you. Yeah I it's terrifying. You know like I. What have I done to my life? You know read I really love Red Sonja but at the same time it's like I'm not sure where. Where am I going? You know as as as a writer and it was their idea first of all dynamite. Came up with a crossover and they're like hey. Do you want to write this? I'm like are you crazy? I didn't say that that was my thought balloon. You know brought why the hell would these characters ever be together. And of course I didn't say that You know it's very polite and I thought and I was like I should say no because you know if it's bad it's going to be bad but at the same time it was like well that is so bonkers if I can actually come up with a story then I feel like I did my own self hazing. And I'm legitimately a writer I wasn't. I said if I can do this because I really truly am writer on my own. That's really had came about. Yeah it's like the most beautiful hazing I've ever seen of you know like like I don't usually experience post hazing to be such a awesome fun experience. I am so happy because I was like. I think I can make this work know if it was almost like. It's like when you're making really good. Stu It's like you have more ingredients in than you think but you have to have the right amount and you really nailed it with this and. I think it's nice to how you balance it across the different ARCS and I don't know I was like Sarah. She was like yes you do. I'm telling you to read it and I was good point. You're Sarah and I loved every second it was it was like totally riverdale and it was totally. Betty and Veronica and it was somehow totally redstone. Ebola if they were in Riverdale I love. I thought there were so many funny residences with the TV show. And how you know all these children look like you're forty in red Sonja Febrile and walk in and they're like where children which thought because we're European was all that was the hardest part is the balance right you know and that's why I wanted to it. Is You know if I can do this and show right a team book. You know That's so crazy but still works. That means I can do this for other things to hopefully But I gotta say it is really hard for the hardest series I've ever written and especially now i. I just turned in the last issue so hasn't been drawn yet. But you know I I I get so nervous. I'm like Oh my God. I hope this works. I hope it pulls off because it's I try to plan these things as you know. I like a good reveal. Yes so hopefully. You're not disappointed. But and of course you know the main thing is like I got to GET BETTY VERONICA TO DRACULA. My whole thing is like that would be hilarious. I Know Oh man as a longtime Fan Pirlo Fan. I was losing my mind whenever it was like. Now WE HAVE TO GO TO DRACULA and I was like why not. Where else do we go? Xactly don't stick around riverdale anymore. Where would you go to track your lawn? You've to keep upping the ante. Keep upping the ante and you did by going to track my only regret. If I had more issues I would have them spend more time in space that that's the only thing I would like to do. Because we haven't seen a lot of any Veronica and space that's right it's nothing in fact so why not but that's a whole nother series. I was like I had the seeing a series right there. Betty and Veronica and space. I'd read it right then.


00:25:00 - 00:30:00

You've gotTA and Battle Star Galactica. Kennedy's it because they're both reporters passage distinct decades and decades of history as characters. You can do ridiculous shit with them and it works. It's what is it. It's that willing suspension of disbelief. We already these characters. I don't need to kill anybody I don't need to do anything. It it you know but stick to. The true nature of their character is very important. Yes well that is the best. And that's why I think a lot of these comics are so fun for people like me who have been reading these characters for such a long time to be able to jump in and read somebody who's keeping consistent kind of introducing new things aren't discordant. I also WanNa talk to you about Green Hornet. Because that's another series. They like what I like. Green Hornet Amy. Maybe like I. I really wish you know that that's the other regret. I really really enjoyed writing green or just which more people would have bought it. You know if they had gotten one more out of it and that would have been great but who knows who knows but I really had fun with that series. I think I was listening to maybe a Sifi interview with you and it was just talking about how Green Hornet has been around forever. Just as long as superman basically hasn't really caught the public consciousness as much and I think that you went into Green Hornet telling an iconic story to be like what's up like this is Green Hornet and I think that that's why it works so well you know like as a reader it works really really. Well thank you. And and part of the problem is the whole Green Hornet franchise is it should be way more popular than it actually is right now. You know Greenhorn. It should be as popular as Batman. I mean he's richer and a lot of ways he's got a lot of cool stuff and and he's older is he older his links. Oh yeah a little bit older. Yeah I know I should know these anti hero thing you know like a little league. Anti hero mysterious balancing good and eat like that's everything we love and comments right. And there's there's there's a lot of old school stuff about grain horrid that makes it very attractive to write that whole franchise. I did some research. I am not the first woman to write. Hornet but I'm definitely the first woman to write the series so of course. I have to do that because I'm like well. Why but if you like such a disservice not to a good story with that character but still. It's my opportunity. 'cause Green Hornet was really popular. My parents are from Hong Kong greenhorn from the sixties and so that whole generation because a Bruce Lee. And Cato yet it's like this is my opportunity to actually write something. They may actually want to read. Yeah Yeah I think so. I don't know they`re. They're very Chinese parents. And that way it's Kinda like you don't really know are they. Do they beard or are they proud of me? I'm not really sure so. That's why I was like Green Hornet. You know If I make if I make Green Hornet Cato's daughter you know we put some bad s martial arts and we take some action to Hong Kong. You know so. There's a theme. I really liked to change the environment to cool places. And let's do part of the story in Hong Kong. Sit some of the action of Hong Kong. Which is a lot of fun for me. And that's the great thing about working with dynamite. Is They just let me do stuff like that? We're like we're going to go to assemble. We're going to to Hong Kong fantastic that so it was a lot of fun so I have more people read it. You know same. We'll do that as a comic of the week soon to assure so. I noticed that you have some creator owned work that actually. I haven't read so I was looking through your bibliography and just of trying to figure out all of the different things that you've written in. This is how I discovered the poison. Ivy was your first series but hey I was just curious about some of that because I saw that you had started even publishing company and is that still going or SORTA I mean so. We've gone way off by business. Plan was what I started with Georgia. Back in the day was supposed to be she would write and I would publish Y- and somehow that turned into me writing and those are the self published stories that 'cause it's almost impossible to so called break in two comics by just say. Hey I wanNA write poison ivy. It doesn't work that way. You have to route done something before which typically means a you got a sell publish and that's exactly what I did so I just ended up publishing multiple stories just to again. Try to prove my writing shops and I could write any kind of story and I guess it worked.


00:30:00 - 00:35:02

Yeah seems like it worked out pretty well. I feel we're missing link between two moments in time. What we've got the time of Georgia and you're supporting her. She's GonNa do the writing. And then you write these creator on what happened in there. Well what did you do? Yeah so I lost a couple years of my life basically. It was literally like that when I think back on it. It's kind of like you know it's like when you have kids you kind of erase that the pain of childbirth. So you can have another one kind of thing where I lost. I lost a couple of years of my life where I don't even know what happened because I went. So so you know. It's like apocalypse. Now I went so far down the river so deep in the jungle. How hard can this be? You Know I. It's it's a business you right. I'll figure out you know we get artists. Do all that stuff I went to my first convention which was actually they will see to e two. We went there walking around. I'm like Oh my God this is like a whole nother World Eddie. No went from that to George. Just say okay. So we're in right. We're going to do this. And she basically got made a sign up for an online class and online writing class and this was two thousand eleven. This is my missing year. Two thousand eleven signed up for this online writing class. Where I'm like. Yeah Yeah Okay. I'll do it but needless to say I was the only woman in the class the rest of the class for a bunch of dudes who immediately started arguing about Martian. Manhunter sometimes thinking. I don't even know who the hell Martian manhunter I can. Lincoln pedia every single two thousand eleven. I got two small kids too so not only the only woman I got. Two kids crawling all over me. And I didn't know Martian manhunter was can possibly be a comics writer. So that's kind of how my two thousand eleven starting and it really kind of became a chip on my shoulder that. I don't see what Martian manhunter has to do with anything about writing communist right so so I wrote first story not necessarily to prove anything but just because that's the class you right and I wrote the script surge cutting out a lot of stuff here and I'm still friends with guys. I'm I'm not trying to be but you know you know the situation right amy. The podcast is called bitches on common. We're with you. We are with you the the assignments to write a five page script and to write a five page script and turn it in on time and so of course I do that. 'cause I'M A student? I've done that before I turn in and I would say good. Half of them didn't turn it in or they turned it in but like I can't to five pages it needs to be ten pages and you know what I mean. It's like that Yogi. The assignment is to write a five page script and I did and low and behold the instructor who's the next marvel editor it was like. Hey let's talk about amy script. It's really good like no. I write powerpoint I'm not really here for me here to help friend and that's how it started because once you have that taste of somebody reading your stuff that it's not a business powerpoint and say. I liked the reveal. Nobody ever says that in a business meeting like that really moves. I turn. That was so elegant. You know nobody ever says it's a bar. Graph really moved me. Yeah exactly the you know so I got really swept up in the whole thing where I'm like. Wow I can actually right and people like it. They find it funny or they're moved or whatever it's kind of intoxicating so I literally spent the entire two thousand eleven just learning craft. I was like I gotTA learn a letter. I gotTA learn to. I even took an art class because I was like well. I need to understand how the artists thank you know so I can write better and I learned to color too so I can actually flat in letter. Basically the whole end game. The by the end of two thousand eleven was still very much. Georgia would write the stories and I will do everything else. We also wanted to comics. That actually had featured women without flashing cleavage would think this is this apparently groundbreaking but it was. Because I I mention here. We are peddling comics with a woman who is not showing cleavage. And we got plenty of people commenting on that. Like sad stay a you know you're saying that even now it's still kinda difficult but anyway so that two thousand eleven don't even know what happened. Mr First comic called Meridian City and she wrote the script and I didn't draw of course but I hired a guy found all the artist.


00:35:02 - 00:40:09

I even lettered it myself but like I said you go so far down that path where I actually printed it three times because it just kept getting better and better. I wanted to do a better job on each each version. So that's such a good metaphor for writing right like you can never write anything as good as your craft is because you're constantly getting better as a writer and Sarah and I both right fiction and so it's just like so exciting to talk to someone who you know. I just love how you share that you're nervous and we're nervous still are nervous and it's like I'm fucking nervous nervous. Every morning I wake up and like what the hell am I doing is? It's what I'm doing any good so you know in someday. Somebody's going to figure out that a complete fraud it's true. I feel that all the time and logically. I know you know I've written enough by now. I should know that it's okay but I still feel like that. So there you go no I. I really really relate to that Sarah and I talk a lot about different parts of creative process also publishing a fiction anthology in June. We're doing a pride related fiction anthology. We're very excited. And part of what we're trying to encourage people to do is just like submit. Let somebody else beat. You're just you have to. You know you're never going to know how well it is or isn't working if you don't expose yourself to an audience right right so it's May right now but soon it's going to be June. June is pride month and we are going to do I. I don't mean to blow anybody's mind but that is what we reserve June for Drinking Vodka. Like nine o'clock in the morning it's mixed with cranberry juice and really hot in the new stand in the sun until you get exposure but you're happy about it and that's what it is like so for this pride we're independent artists independent creators and we're support independent creators and people who wanna read stuff that is by independent query creators as opposed to being corporate ties which is unfortunately another aspect of pride. So it'll be really great and really fun. You can get a subscription right now until may seventeenth or twelve dollars which is cheaper than the price that will be after maze of antiques which is fifteen dollars which is still pretty good but you wanNA save a few bones. Then you can absolutely. That's thirty stories. Thirty stories for either twelve dollars or fifteen dollars and by stories we mean comics flash fiction short stories long phone short stories. All of the stories will also have a cool art element done by our one and only Sarah Century. It is going to be such a cool program and we really want you to come join us. It's decoded pride DOT COM Two thousand eleven. I was like I spent all that time. Learning two thousand and twelve and two thousand thirteen. I started writing short stories. And there's a certain point where you do need support you do need an audience the also sometimes need to distance yourself from. I would say like people who some of its just plain old taste you know and I find that when you're a woman and it's mostly guys all the guys seem to want to tell you how to do things and I know this from experience at mit to that. You know when you're a steady group only woman. Everyone else has a right answer except you. You know even though you have the right answer in comics or after a while like you know what? I'm just going to do as I do. You know I don't I don't I don't need you to critique we'll just let it. We'll just let the readers decide you know and I think that worked out for the best self published. You know people like my stuff. They'll like my stuff. Yes so it great it. It is hard actually but that of course eventually led to my I D C so I got I got a little. You know this is exciting. Of course it is a shame that you will still don't do more anthologies but that's really how you break in and I finally got my big break in Vertigo Anthology. Like a lot of people in the same. I mean they Seem Y que quarterly. Tom King you know there's a whole bunch of I don't want to say we're the same generation but you know what I mean. It's like you know that's the opportunity to get published and show off our writing chops and you know that was huge and that could have been my only story. Truthfully that could've been my only story ever published and I would have gone back to self publishing but you know I got more stuff and even more stuff after that and it was great it was good. Where do you think that you want to go after this? Because you said that you're wrapping Red Sonja and Van Pelt Meets Betty and Veronica and yeah so was here what you'd be working on next.


00:40:09 - 00:45:05

Oh I don't know the literally right. Yeah my only my only goal honestly is to clear all the stuff off my plate so I can actually Play some video games. I haven't done that since two thousand nine eleven right you know literally too. I mean I'd like to get back to actually change that much nine years. You know I say Yeah I. I'M GONNA pretend in my bubble I'm just going to catch up on. All the Games missed out. During that time no would be seriously nice of you know in this business. Part of it is the opportunity but also definitely want to get back to create our own absolutely But that's also fraud. The thing was licensed or work for hire. Is I like working with constraints? I like somebody give me a crappy character that people are have done wrong by and letting me fix that character and of course usually. That's a female character. So I I like it. It's it before before I was in comics. I am what sort of called as a turnaround consultant like your business is failing on the one that goes and fixes it. You know I had to troubleshoot and figure out and come up with a new business plan. It's the same thing with comics. Give me some crappy character. I shouldn't say crappy. You know what I need something. That's the characters that have not been used as well as they could exactly. That's a nicer way saying and then come up with a strategy. It's like yeah no this. This character has been done wrong because of this. Let's let's try to fix that and that that's kind of how I approach it so I like that. I like it a lot because I feel like fandom appreciates that Green Hornet is nothing that makes me happier to have one of those Green Hornet fans. And you don't talk about the the grew up with Green Hornet. The gotten really crotchety. 'cause Greenhorn it's been done so poorly fan base and they always come up with like okay. I was not gonNA like. You're run because I can already tell I was gonNA hate you run but I gave it a shot. It's really good. And then they walk away. I love that it makes them for everything I would rather have. That then have still gangbusters and not have that because it says to me that I did figure it out and understood what the character was about a I still get. I still get somebody like that. Every convention they sort of come up there kind of timid about. They're in their fifties. The Green Hornet Fan. And you know it was good not your parents yet. But they might might. My Dad will write a very lengthy email as he does worse. He's never gonNA listen to this podcast. So yeah not not too worried about that. Not GonNA turn out that. He's on every episode like listening. Oh Man out his dad in Hong Kong. Nobody tells me these things because you know like for two thousand eleven until I was not telling. My parents always doing all this. I had no idea until I started getting. Stop publish years later and when that happened I was like I don't know how they're gonNA take it. You know it's like coming out. It's like you guys but Now writer so it turns out somebody let the cat out of the bag and told my grandmother and so my grandmother was like so. I hear you're writing comics. Like Oh my God who told you and it turned out that my grandfather was a huge. Dc Pants since the author to tell me he has ruled away huge collection essay. Not for the kids but for himself. Yeah and so. There's that did he read any of your comics he has. He passed away a long time ago. So again I guess. People didn't really feel the need to ever bring that that that would help me in any way you. Yeah Anyway so I assume you know in the afterlife somewhere. He's really having a good time seeing how this panned out you know. Yeah I mean I would be superstar shoes like yeah go amy. Yeah I mean you know it'd be being American Asian American there for a lot of us. We're really sort of like you need real job. Be A computer program. Doctor you know nobody ever was like you know. I'm like ten years old and say hey have you thought about being a comic book writer not the Career Path ever so I am just glad at our down.


00:45:05 - 00:50:01

Yeah I would say it has. This has been just absolutely delightful. Thank you so much for your time. I don't know Sarah. Do you have any other questions? You're going to go ahead and wrap it up it. Did you have anything you wanted to add? Amy Oh no I feel like I rambled. I hope that you know. I sorta talked about the cool stuff that I need to talk about. I laughed so hard I cried at least twice. So I think we're think you nailed it. I'm glad if we start setting rules on rambling on this podcast. I don't think it's GonNa work here. I was fired by ourselves. You're definitely yeah. No this was lovely. I as I say. I'm a huge fan of your work. I think that you're run on Red Sonja in Gail Simone's also are the things that kind of made me be like. I've been reading this character forever. Those are the runs where I'm like. I can handle this to other people and like read it because you know it's been so great to read your stuff and I look forward to whatever it. Is you end up doing Jug had and Red Sonja Veronica space. They all sound really great. So just yeah. Thank you so much and Go ahead and follow amy on everything. I'm still experimenting. Because there's so much out there but for the most part you know I'm I also have the 'cause a lot of people can't necessarily remember but my site. I also have I write comics dot com because I frequently get confused with being an artist and I'm not I write comics. Nice Yeah Yeah so you know. I just realized it's like super funny because I think we talked. About how feminist. You work is through specific examples. Obviously thank you for creating works. That are so deeply feminists that be cute actually s comic readers. Just relax and read it and know that nothing. Horrific nothing terrible nothing anti-woman nothing antequera nothing anti non binary and under talking to be exposed to abject hatred and unfortunately that's not always a guarantee when we open common. Oh No no no know thank you I if I may say I feel like. It's it's really funny and I'm glad you bring it up because I can't tell you how many readers come up to me at certain conventions and I'm talking about mostly guys her like I loved your stuff. I am so glad. You're not like one of those crazy feminists. Did you read the comic yet? Did you nailed Red Sonja strong female. Not like these crazy social justice warriors. I'm like did you read the comic. It's it's I don't know anyway. I have a good laugh. I'm happy they enjoyed it clearly. There is some disconnect here but because Red Sonja isn't organizing the women's March then like they. Just yeah what they confuse. Things with is She's obviously very she got. She got a lot of boob inch right around and they figure because I didn't want to basically put more clothes on her. I must not be feminist which you know. And that's not the same thing but the truth is I did try to put more clothes on her because I was like. Wow that is not a lot you cannot walk around like that. You can well story about the snowstorm is. That wasn't in the script. I was like crap. Carla's you know. He's drawing your beautifully beautifully sex. But I'm like that is not going to work so I was like Carlos. I forgot to tell you. It's winter and there's no come in now so she's going to need a jacket kind of how I handled that night. We've we've done episodes talking about like women should wear whatever women went to work right. She can wear whatever she wants to. Yeah but also like if it's winter and cold maybe she should put a coat on because you know she doesn't have ice skin or whatever the hell he might make it where you didn't have to. She's tough you know again. It's not gonNa work in your maybe a work in La if we were analyst. He's in New York. And it's a bit of a distraction so let's and that's how. I got the motorcycle too because I was like first of all. It's bad asset. She rides motorcycles. Yes she cannot ride a motorcycle chainmail bikini skin just gonNA need. She's going to pants now. Carlos put her in pants but it was also pretty funny in Red Sonja and vamp realm you betty and Veronica. When she's like don't wear pants I don't I don I was like. Yeah because that's what she would say.


00:50:01 - 00:52:29

Totally God in that series almost specifically illegal. Her voice comes across really well because it's contrast to all of the other characters funny. I found it easier. I told you having trouble writing. Red Sonya's voice in the other series. I found it much. Easier to write in the crossover because exactly that in contrast it's a lot easier to have her voice in response to everyone else's right those those other strain contrast can make things easier to do. Well you know what thanks for doing. The little epilogue really great. Thank you so much amy. I'm just like grinning ear. I'm so happy that we had you unleash. Show thank you for making time for us. This is so much fun podcast. That is all about making comic books more accessible to Lgbtq folks and women so if you have a question about anything related to comics comic adaptations pop culture. In general conventions cost play new name. It that's what we're here for. You can send us your questions at bitches on comics at gmail.com. Unfortunately Jima does not like the word bitch. They're pretty judgy about it so we can't have it spelled out. It is beat. Dot T. C. H. E. S. O. N. C. O. M. I C. S. At gmail.com and remember. There's no I'm bitch. If you'd like to support the podcast you can do so by rating and reviewing us on Itunes spotify stitcher or wherever you listen to podcasts. I'm Sarah Century and you can find me at. Www DOT Sarah century dot com and twitter and instagram. Still Sarah Century on those. I'm Se Fli you can learn more about me at SE FLEA DOT com. You can find me on twitter and Instagram. At Se. Underscore flee nor is on comics is recorded by. Kate Warner plays in the band. Church fire you can find them at. Church fire. Music DOT COM. Our music is recorded by Katie Taylor who plays as Earth control pill. You couldn't find her music at birth control pill band dot Com which is comics recorded in Denver Colorado we want to recognize indigenous peoples who had inhabited and do inhabit this land your nation the nation the Cheyenne nation and others who have been erased from our history and collective memories through colonization.
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