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Transcript for Episode 38: Everything has some hopefulness

Episode 38.0: Everything has some hopefulness

00:00:08 - 00:05:01

welcomed vicious on comics. My Name is Sarah Century. I have two cats on his name. Shaq the other one is named. They're really you die messy and I have one dog named Poe and he's just a little person in a dog suit creepy than I thought that we're GONNA keep it above level on that one. Never never never never welcome. Got a question on instagram. Had to double check that but yes it is instagram that we got this question from Ab. What's your favorite book? You've read during Rona for recent listeners. Were in the middle of the pandemic and it is called the Rona that will probably still be relevant whenever this goes up. I'm pretty sure I can't imagine it will be not there anymore. Yeah so I know that you read a book that you were really super stoked about I would love to hear about. Is it called? Yeah I mean. I've read more than one book but I'll say that one book that I have read was Sir see by Madeline Miller. I kind of jump in on books I read. Whatever looks even remotely interesting to me. The cover is just kind of a classic Greek face you know so it has this kind of orange and black cover. That looks really cool. I like Sushi as a character and I don't think that she has really gotten not much flushing out for the most part. I'm talking about Sir. See the ancient Greek character so I did Google it because I was like wait. Not Sir see from game through or like associate from wonder woman only. Yeah there's a few services but they're all kind of based on at least in some ways so certainty is the one from the Odyssey right who ulysses goes to the island with his men and Sir Syed turns them into animals right like that's her gift. This just flush out her story. This kind of tells you where she sat through the whole thing and whenever she does ultimately start turning minutes be sits because literally one of them like assaulter. She opens up her island to people who are visitors. Because she's just like Oh. It looks like you almost died on those rocks your choppy waters with broken ship. You know let me help you out. And that of course ends up going really badly for her at a certain point so she starts turning men into animals like pigs specifically and you know roasting eating them so I love it. That's pretty cool. Yeah no she feels bad about it later because this trajectory where she kind of started being a little bit heartless like a little bit you know. She's one of the God she lives on Olympus and everybody's Dixon's she's kind of just raised in this bad environment she falls in love with a mortal who becomes a God and then the once. Beautiful Scylla of Salih encrypt is fame. Silla falls in love with him and he falls in love with her and so certainty. Easy transmute her into the Monster Scylla Silla kills all of these men and she has to live without further rest of her life and even whenever she comes face to face with Cilla. She's like there's no mind behind this creature anymore. Like I literally destroyed this person and turned her into this. She has to deal with a lot of the horrific things that she does throughout time but also the fact that she has put into isolation she's put into exile by Zeus on this island and stuff like that so people start sending their bad daughters to her. There's all of these women that just have terrible attitude problems walking around her island and he's just like okay. Don't look at me and don't be in the room with me and the girls are like. I didn't WANNA lick it. You're stupid thing. I would definitely be one of those girls in this scenario and they leave after a year if they're undergoing exiled to services island and all of that is really funny and kind of up. It was just like a long good examination of Sursee as a character which we've never really seen so it was groundbreaking work. I love love books. Like that. Where we're sort of takes this especially female characters we're characters who've been villain really flatly in another. Yeah Yeah exactly. Villain is treated like their dynamism reason they'd be villain like this is a weird example but like sent. I thought was really good. I was not expecting to like it. And my partner very stone to like looking through things and we're like let's try it Angelina. Jolie's a babe and it was great. I really enjoyed it so yeah I mean. I think that that sounds really great. I'm going to have to read that for sure. Yeah it's great and I believe that Anthony. All of your brought up.


00:05:01 - 00:10:12

Not only that. He really enjoyed this book. But the there is a prequel to this. That's called Song of Achilles. I am currently have a weightless on the library's copy of an audio book on it. I think I'm like number ninety years eligible. No whenever I get there forty three years when it's my turn. I have another book. I WanNa talk about after you talk about one. Yeah so I am reading a book that I have been like dying to read so I went through a kick where I was like. I read a lot of fantasy and I got really into it and I love fantasy written by people who are not white men. Why wonder because it's good and I'm not gonNA qualify that statement. You're good. I was like fuck that. We just talked about tiger so just like players. We've been too nice. We've been too reserved without condemnations. So I read this Cameron Hurley Trilogy. It was called. It's called the world breaker saga and I read the first two books in like a week because I was just like Holy Shit and then I was like all right book three. I'm GonNa go find it you. It's got to the library and I. It was the first time I had read a fantasy trilogy wear. I caught up with the book so the book wasn't out yet. I thought it was and it wasn't. I was devastated. It'd be like two or three years since I just got the copy in in January. Got An art copy and it is so good. I've been reading some of Hurley's writing as she's been getting ready for this to be released and the book is a huge sweeping epic narrative. And it's a little bit sci fi and a lot of high fantasy so it's about parallel dimensions about how one dimension starts colonizing another basically because of global climate crisis their version of global climate crisis and it is so fascinating. The setting is really cool at their semi sentient trees. And so I love a book where the environment is part of the problem you know. And so the trees hunt people and there's a bone trees that are like I'm not quite clear how they exist but they eat things and then they use their bones to build themselves. It is terrifying. It is so good. There's tons of cool email characters. There's a bunch of different non binary characters one of the strengths of it is that Hurley. Ask yourself if we're to really take people being binary seriously. We really need to take it seriously. And so she has like four or five different societies in this one dimension that each have different ways of looking agenda one of them is binary one. It has three options. One has five options. There's a character who literally as they live. They change gender so they might be he for most of a book and then be she for awhile in the be they for a while and they literally their body changes to fit that. So I think it's just so ambitious and it's hard to write a book like that big and there's so many different perspectives and so many different characters and I was sort of the first chapter when I got back into this because it's been a couple of years I was like man who's what who's what. Oh and then it just clicked back together because again I think Hurley's just incredible and it's really cool to is you know. She had one way. The story was GonNa go to actually was supposed to come out last year and didn't come out until this year and you know I'm not one of the people who's like Damn you give me my book. I get why some people get excited in tenth. She really retooled him and she was like. I don't want to write a book. That's about as pessimistic. Says nothing's worth anything and nihilist and like everything is going to end. She said I want to read a book about hope. And what happens when the world ends? And you're still here so it's been kind of trippy. I'm not quite done with it but like finishing it up in a time. That's kind of world Andy. Evan trying to work in like an essay about what is it like to read a book about a hopeful end of the world. The world is kind of ending and gets not hopeful but like maybe you could do something productive in the next phase. I don't know it's just been such a fun adventure to your back to these characters and be like. Oh Hi Luna. Hey good you see them be like assholes be great or whatever it's been just so much fun yeah it sounds really good. That sounds awesome. It's epic what was another one. You had I just realized how bleak they are. Actually I was reading the Third Rainbow Girl which is story about women that were murdered in the eighty s on their way to the rainbow gathering and it is really devastating. It's an interesting study of the place though as well so it's a true crime book obviously and it's about unsolved murder so that's difficult fucking Christ to deal with. I don't really do light reading. I don't know what to tell people I I think it's the best kind of True Crime Book Right. Where delves into the people around in the people who are affected by the situation that happens? You know I'm the girls lives how they got there like all of that stuff. You know all the stuff that's actually really important about these cases like we don't really give a shit about the murder anyway so great But that is a just kind of devastating book and I also am reading a book.


00:10:12 - 00:15:01

That's called the history of concentration camps the global history of concentration camps. Which is you love to keep it. Light Good God. You know that'll tell you pretty much what that book is and just on the title. It is very very upsetting but everything has some kind of hopefulness to it. It's like if you learn more about it. Maybe you can stop it. You know that kind of stuff. Finally I just WANNA safer things. That are actually kind of improving. Unlike the reading that I do which is almost always very bleak as I just noted. I listened to the no sleep. Podcast a lot which is just a horror podcasts. The I find to be really entertaining for the most part and I watch this movie. That was called knives and skin. Which is kind of a inversion of the dead girl? Trope where it's sort of twin peaks ish but it's by a woman you know so it's kind of better to the women characters which is kind of the twin peaks that I've been looking for for a while And of course I don't want anybody to come and yell at me and tell me about like there's great powerful female characters. I know but terrible things happen to them. You know like and I know that terrible things happen to them to whatever you don't have to see it is Bums me out. I don't know but I have some skin was kind of for me. You know the girls still dies. The character behind the dead girl trope in this does die. But it's you know what's the fallout for a lot of the women in the community so I think that that's a beautiful study and there's a lot of beautiful acapella singing so ooh that sounds really fun. I was gorgeous love that I also. There are three sort of comic collections that. I have read that. I've been loving slash graphic novel so I read Vida Allah and Emily Pearson's The wilds. Which I know we made a comic of the week at some point but like I can't talk about it enough. What a fun story again. Dark right and the world zombies all that jazz but it's so exciting and hopeful an interesting such a good twist on zombies. I found it really like I just enjoyed thinking about it like I just ruminate on that that story all the time. Now think about it and I'm like well that's so good so much. The other one is blood in Bonnets by Emily McGovern which I have found just so the antithesis of the world and exactly what I need right. Now it's basically like pride and prejudice and zombies but it's a comic and it's told with vampires instead of zombies. There's a character who really reminds me of you. Sarah especially once I read that fabrics wrote about Youth Lesbian Vampire. I forgot about that fan fiction that somebody wrote about me so good Sarah Vaughan Century so funny does a Josh unruh and Sir Daniel Swanson wrote that and I believe that is available. Yeah they have a patriot. They do pulp stories and that one is so funny. Oh my God. I was like I can see Sarah doing all of this. So maybe that's why I thought of and Blah Blah Blah his character. Who's like a vampire lesbian? She's like hey meet me later and the main characters like I shouldn't do that right I'm going to I'm going to. I'm going to meet her and then I'm GonNa read you a little bit from the back of this because I think it is perfect. Bloodless and Bonnets follows the clueless debutante Lucy. I don't agree that she's clueless. She's pretty bad ass. Though Ruthless Bounty Hunter Shannon Love Sham and the exuberant poet Lord Byron as they flirt bicker and slash their way through early nineteenth century Britain in pursuit of notorious Vampire Lady Violet Travesty Aka Sarah Von Century so fun. It's it's violent. Travesty is my favorite man. Oh my God I wish i. It rhymes with Sarah Century. So already off to a good start but also. Why didn't I change my name to that? That's like a great name. Yes it is just too perfect. I've really really enjoyed it. It's been like a taking a break from things you know laughing about. Nineteen th century English People Fighting Vampires Sham Lord Byron or like Berbar Bad and Lucy's like are they because they seem pretty sexy to me so I enter that troop and I've just really been enjoying that book so we thanks for asking us about what we're reading. We really enjoy talking about it. Yeah they're all pretty fun books except for the ones that I said which are very very depressing very upsetting but will teach you a lot. You can still buy a subscription to decode it for only fifteen dollars.


00:15:01 - 00:20:05

You get a story day for every day of pride month. That means every day in June. You are getting a story from a Queer Creator about Queer things defined broadly people in their own voices making awesome science fiction fantasy horror and comics. Yeah that's sounds really cool. I'm excited to be a part of it and we're excited to bring it to you. In June. Go check out our website to coded PRIDE DOT COM and via subscription today. Comic of the week is Captain Marvel from Twenty nineteen written by Kelly Thompson. Art by Carmen Carnero colors by Tamra on d'alene letters by Leighton towels. This comics good. This is ridiculously good so good. I love it. I Love the art. I loved a story. I really liked the covers. I don't know is there anything I don't like about it? I A does the covers for the first stint. I was just looking up. Who Does the covers? It's the greet one who we've talked about many times and Paul mounts the later. The covers are less good. These ones are really good. I love the first arc and anything. That's Amanda Conner. Are That means that you have that really dynamic art style that draws your is immediately so I always love to see her on covers. Of course let's textural and it's so exactly Rabs you it's like. This is so incredible. The interior are as you said is brilliant. It's really good at doing character expressions and faces and things while showing this epic scale behind it. So that's always something that's really interesting. You see a lot of these leg touch base. You know human interaction moments but the way that she does is instead of doing just talking heads are a close up on. The faces is usually. You'll see like this drawback and see what is going on behind them kind of situation while they're just chatting with each other and that's a really effective storytelling methods. So I'm sure that that has to do with the script but the way that is pulled off here is really good and the artist absolutely meets that challenge again and again I get where we have to recapitulate origin stories. Especially when we're reclaiming them as feminists and as queer writers to be like okay. That's not what happened. This is what happened. I get that but this isn't do a lot of that like we. Don't really get any backstory on Carol. They're like the movie out. Come on you get the point. She just kind of building on Kelly. Pseudo Connex exact I to me I feel like you know there was runs in between these two but I think that she's done a really good job of just doing a continuation of Kelsey conic. Also Kelly thompsons. I work at Marvel was on the Carol core series. That was so cute which was written with Kelly pseudo connex so kind of a history with the character kind of returning to the has been really interesting for me just as somebody who really liked that original miniseries to watch agreed. Yeah I loved Carol Core. I loved the Kelly. Seekonk run on captain. Marvel I think I have like if not all of the Trade Paperback Damn. Near and I think that you're right. This totally isn't that lineage. Picks up where Casey left it but also is lake so refreshingly lake. Let's just tell the story in the present? Let's just stay in the story and I think that that really pays off the for story arc. There's an island where none of the male heroes can get on the island but so cap. Tomorrow's like vogue it. I'll go boo. Does that before she knows the men camp but you get the point and then it turns out times moving differently on that island and so it's been the hours since people have been able to get in but it's been weeks months. I can't remember on the island. And during that time. This sort of like delist. Villain nuclear man has like created his own little post apocalyptic. Hell scape where he has taken all the men and turn them into like his minions in suits and then all the women are like freaked out like fuck you got to fight these guys and fighting so when I I think that's important background because when you're talking about them having these emotional conversations or even just like interpersonal as. She hoped nice to see you. Those things are against the backdrop of machines that have exploded. And just the decay of apocalyptic wasteland. And so you get this really cool contrast between foreground and background really cool contrast between the resilience and strength of the women against like this dominant will of this misogynist. I just what's not to love? And he is essentially the Stanton for all of the comic skaters and people who are just kind of Shitty fans you know being like. Oh woman you know he actually directly says some of the stuff people were saying about the Captain Marvel movie and stuff.


00:20:05 - 00:25:04

So you can see that. There's definitely kind of. Meta textual presence there. She's kind of making them collectively into this kind of buffoon. Carol Denver's just gets to beat the crap out of and of course he's through the whole thing betraying his secret attraction to her and stuff like that so I think that all of that was pretty interesting and gave her a lot of room to be able to be like. Oh we're going to use this guy as a punching bag it's GonNa be fun. It's so satisfying. It doesn't have to be anything beyond that. But also importantly it is beyond that. Because you know she establishes a crew of women in the how defeat this guy. Which is you know something that we've seen a lot of times recently but it's also deserves repeating like team up with a bunch of women knock this guy out of power. It's kind of obvious solution. Absolutely the broad strokes of it within that they're so many deeply powerful moments between characters like at one point she hogan has matt are connecting and they both their powers are not working on the island and she is like. I've really been feeling my powers have dominated my life lately and it's been kind of a relief not to have him here and has matt's like yes same. I'm really glad I'm not just destroying everyone. Around me with a noxious gas at all times. And then they both get their powers back and they know they're going to say right before it happens there connecting having this conversation and they're like but that's the way things are and be who. I need to be when I have my powers pack so you get this little mentor relationship in just three five panels. Max I mean even one panel. I can't remember exactly but it was so potent and it was so incredible to see as a comic lover. I love anytime older. Comic characters are reaching out to newer younger ones connecting with my love. Captain Marvel Miss Marbles relationship adorable and I think that this was again. She helped him has met. Had this incredible moment. That was like something. We don't always talk about heroes like. Yeah fucking sucks. Yeah I think to that later has met. Has that moment with Carol. That's really interesting. This is later in the series. Carol goes you know I'm so sorry I'm being such a terrible mentor to you and has met his like. Are you serious everything you've been doing? You're in a terrible position. You're doing everything you can to protect the people around you and you. I mean that sets the best example possible lake. I don't want to be squishy but I WANNA say you know you're doing a good job. I'll be happy if I becoming hero like you someday and carols like well right because that's like Carol. This is constantly. I'm not doing enough. I'm failing she's literally the most powerful being that we have and how she she constantly feels like she's not doing enough and she's constantly holding herself back. I think of careless someone who's constantly torn between worlds and experiences and I think that that's what makes her so dynamic and fascinating. Always absolutely as I felt like Carol Jess was so strong in this. Yeah I wanted to add one note. Which is that something that is extremely important about looking at Carroll is. She's also very very confident person so seeing that kind of merge of ing torn being confident being able to do things being capable your anxieties and your lack of confidence in some respects aren't erased. She feels like her human side suffers right and I love it. Think a lot of us feel a lot of women who I think. Work really hard and have to do a lot of work of many different kinds. You can start to feel sort of burdened by that to the point where you wonder if you are still connecting with humans. In the way that you're supposed to so I think that seeing that kind of reflected here was really interesting. That's a good point Sara. I love that. It's like her internal conflict. No way makes her weaker and it makes her no less decisive and it makes no less of a leader. I mean when she gets there. Everyone's like Oh thank fucking God please. Please take over. You know we need to see you punch nuclear man in the face right now. I mentioned Carol Jess and that's the ship between Carol and Jessica Drew Spider Woman This very long standing ship. The started even back in the late. Seventy s totally. I mean they clearly have just an incredible chemistry. They're funny together. I love the justice constantly. Like come on. Take yourself a little bit lighter Like it's going to be okay and then also has own deep resonances around like I have a kid. My stakes are really high all the time because I have a child and this person needs me and I think that Carol. We made fun of with Stephanie Williams. We made fun of the fact that Carol Owes Child Support in the movie. And I feel like it's almost like that here we're carols also like this also my kid This is something that I have to have to help. Just get there and like it is my responsibility to everything's fucking carols responsibility you know.


00:25:04 - 00:30:03

She's like I'm the boss a space. I'm the Buzzer Earth. The boss of these people. I am responsible for everything. So they're dynamic is so sweet when they come out the Joe we both go to men. I was like well. We're weird. How Weird. Why are you doing that? Yeah no it doesn't make any sense. It's so weird to watch them. Connect so profoundly and so consistently in a way. That isn't necessarily friendship right. Like we all have a really close friendships. But there's a difference between your friendships. It's not lesser. It's not greater but there's a difference between now you treat your partners and how you treat your friends and again and again with Jason Carroll. These are lesbian. Mom's leg they literally are lesbian. Moms but okay you know whatever. I guess. We're just going to do this thing instead. Why is is jumping into be the mom of these kids and then we still end up with straight carol for some reason got it. Whatever so like there's this scene to that I loved between them where all this between them in this comic all really good and they don't disrespect the bond between them which I think is the most important thing you know if we're not going to have the ship be confirmed or denied. I guess we're just going to deal with the fact that lake honestly they have a very tender and real relationship in this regardless of how we view it and something that was so great was Never Jessica is like urging her to get yourself checked out. She's like I think you're having some issues and maybe you should go get yourself checked out and she just kind of consistently brings it up again and again and again. There's that scene where she keeps trying to her and to going to the doctor and actually getting checked out for some reason the chance up going to Tony Stark. Her and Tony Stark. Have this kind of adversarial relationship so they just kind of keep exchanging barbs wall. Captain Marvel is on the table waiting to be checked out. And there's just a senior she just keeps being like well and like adding and getting the last word in all of the time and then the spiderwoman looks at her just with the most loving smile in just like Carol. Please shut up. And it's just so adorable because she needs to tell her to shut up definitely in that moment but also she's telling her how much she loves her. You know at the same time. Yes it's how you say I love you too. Words shut up. It's pretty beautiful so I loved that I love their relationship through this entire thing. And it's kind of one of the strongest parts of the book. Yeah for sure for sure I mean I think I would say female friendships are and you know with an asterisk for carriages. Are Absolutely the strength of this work and so many depictions of strong women in comics in others genres in anything. It's the soul strong woman. There's one strong usually white usually straight women to save us all and it's nice win. Comics aren't like that when you can see many different kinds of women who are strong in many different kinds of ways who are from different ethnic backgrounds who have different relationships so gender and sexuality like it's so nice to see that an end to be like. Wow these are really great. Heroes like they're really really cool. I love it. I think it's great I currently. We're on the last of injure story. I think they probably by the time goes up that all of wrapped or will it industry who knows uddhav but yeah it's been really interesting I've loved this book. I thought it was great. I also wrote an article about it for Seifan Girls. Just because I think it's such a good continuation. Think it's easy for people to fall off of the comic. Sometimes because they go Kelly C. To Connex run was great. And it's like absolutely. Here's some other great comments that we're coming out right now. That are very important to keep buying. Because they're all great. I mean Kelly Thompson is just kicking. Ask I mean she has a great run on Deadpool? Happening that is just so good. It's like peak deadpool to me like love it and I'm really happy with her work and I think she really cares about all the continuity lineage of heroes of these stories and making them fresh and making them like you were saying Meta textual and so we're constantly commenting on the world of comics on the world of superheroes wile really telling these super compelling stories about superheroes and I just love it. I agree really fun. Thundering mirror podcast. That is all about making comic books more accessible to Lgbtq folks and women so if you have a question about anything related to comics comic adaptations pop culture. General Conventions cost play new name it. That's what we're here for. You can send us your questions at bitches on comics at gmail.com. Unfortunately Jima does not like the word bitch. They're pretty judgy about it so we can't have it spelled out it is be dot.


00:30:03 - 00:31:08

T. C. H. E. S. O. N. C. O. M. ICS at gmail.com and remember. There's no I am bitch. If you'd like to support the podcast you can do so by rating and reviewing us on Itunes spotify stitcher or wherever you listen to podcasts. I'm Sarah Century and you can find me at. Www DOT Sarah century dot com and twitter and instagram. Still Sarah Century on those I'm Se nor you can learn more about me at SC FLEA DOT com. You can find me on twitter and Instagram at at SC underscore flea nor is on comics as recorded by Kate Warner who plays in the band church fire you can find them at Church. Music DOT COM. Our music is recorded by Katie Taylor who plays as Earth Control Pill you can find her music at birth control pill dot band camp dot com which is comics recorded in Denver Colorado. We want to recognize the indigenous peoples who had inhabited and do inhabit this land arapahoe nations the nation. Cheyenne nation and others. Who have been erased from our history and collective memories. You call physicians.



Patreon.com/BitchesonComics
[image: ]

image1.png
BYTCH E@ eN conmies

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE





image2.png




