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Transcript for Episode 40: Tell queer stories, an interview with Anthony Oliveira

Episode 40.0: Tell queer stories

00:00:08 - 00:05:00

Welcome to bitches on comics I'm se flea, nor and obser- century and today we have a very special guest. Anthony, all of your. Thank you so much for being here today. Anthony thank you for having me. It's a pleasure to be here. What else would I be doing in the midst of this horrific warranty? N-. so go ahead and introduce yourself. Let us know where we can find you on social media and everything. Well I usually say that I am. Culture critic dumpster I Kuhn PhD, you can find me on mea culpa on most platforms, which is a terrible Super Mario and Latin. M. E., A. K. O. P., A. and I race. That's two. Books. Graphic novels. I do some comics stuff. In. Lots of things I programme series. Busy busy I, I I need attention very badly so. You were doing a live screenings of cats. Yes I was I programmed ideas. Series called the dumpster raccoon series where I sort of find garbage from pop culture and put it on the screen to see if there's a way to save it, and I remember sitting in the movie theater, watching cats with me, my friend and two other people, and as I was watching these weird horny cats Dan like the problem. The problem is not the film. The problem is the audience, so we to bring the audience to it, and we had jellicoe balls, which were like open stage screenings of cats where people would do magic tricks, or they would do less numbers or one person painted live. We had some strippers was amazing. They had live singing. It was amazing God's work. Doing some God's work. God it is. There's so many to choose from yeah yeah. To it maybe Hercules you don't know it does feel like it does feel like a key low key kind of energy. I think he'd be into it, yeah. Yeah, I kind of feel like. The Patriots say of like chaos. Yeah like I always. I always really liked the mask. The movie the mask when I was. Already, my God I loved the mass. I think humor is purely based on the Mat. Away Atolls between Alec key is sometimes a trickster, and sometimes he's just like this apocalyptic monster. I think is a really neat way to think about the character Something I wanted to think about when I was doing the the drag brunch coming out of my own work. Whatever it's not a big deal, no I say great. I loved that Loki I. Really Good Loki. I'm honestly just nailed. And you know there's some creators really struggle with that character. Some creators do a really great job, and yeah. I would I would definitely count. That story is being one of my favorite stories off. Thank you some I absolutely agree. I also think people tend to straight wash Lewke, so I was super happy to see lookie. Show up in you know as as themselves doing their thing, but being there and kind of pain in the ass in a queer environment I was like yes. Oh, yes, seems like exactly. We're located. It'd be a little dramatic. Like. If you had to meet Loki if he was like setting an appointment, he said drag brunch. Right like that is absolutely. Yeah drama. He needs his drinks exactly he needs some like fun. Light gender play. Yeah, exactly one hundred percent Yeah came out of we were doing. They were during the war of the realms, serious and they were like you want to tell a little and I was like well. They told me what the Ark of the character was going to be in. It and I was like. He's like he's a bad guy. Again right and like I had so much affection for him in the young avengers run Oh my God. I loved the journey into mystery. Run that Garin did. Ya Okay well, if low key spoilers if you haven't read more of the realms yet if he's going to die, since gotten better, but if he's going to die, who would care? Maybe, one person, I could think of who would care and I was like okay I wanna put him across the table from Billy Kaplan wiccan and I was literally like I'm just GonNa. Do My dinner with Andre. I'm just going to have the two of them. Talk about it. talk about the fact that they have this like irreconcilable friendship that is always ended with this sort of turn, and my idea was that. Well. Low Key is here. Even Loki doesn't know. Know why he thinks he's here to sort of recruit a powerful being, but he's actually here sort of process the fact that he knows about to do the shittiest thing he's ever done. And is there anyone who will care when he does it? And that is just like that is Loki. Lewke is not a bad being solely. Yes, he has a lot of bad things.
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He does and is, but he's also good and I feel like you just nailed it in a really short. Part of an issue. I I was just like yes. Right so short, that was why I was really impressed with it. Because I've seen also, you know so many writers who do super short stories and it's like cool. This is like their. Try Out. You know for Comex. which like isn't a bad thing? It's a good thing, but this one. I was just like. Wow, this is really just a complete story. No thanks, yeah, it I think I have a great affection for characters like key I have I did my PhD on Seventeenth Century Literature. I do podcast about paradise lost so like when Satan lives in your head as much as he does for me. Then Loki is not that different. Character and I did want it to be the Mo like as sympathetic as I. Could I wanted to think about well. What's it like to be the guy who walks around with horns on his head? You know like you purposely put those horns on their why? The communism and attempt to grapple with that and the fact that he literally plays Satan sometimes. And you showed his relationship with Freya which is such an important part of who he is, and yeah, I love that you showed turn thorn to bear. That was hysterical. Very low key right? It was just loved it. I also have to say I was like that feels like a wink to the reader that he is. You know gender fluid, Loki posing as Kate who is widely speculated to be by and by speculated. I mean confirmed. She loves America the all of her heart there in love. I was like yes, you're. I think the the panel. Where is it is America it was. Sweetie, you're not that straight. I'm. Okay. You're straight. Until. We hear otherwise not that straight is A. Summary where we landed on Kate Yeah I. Don't think I've actually now written kate? I've only written Loki in Kate. Drag. Chance. I would love to I guess I. Did kind of because she does appear on panel. She's sort of posing in front of Quinton overturned right? He's strapped. Exactly exactly yeah. I love it so much. It's clearly you just love these characters so so much. I'm curious. When did you fall in love with WICCAN and hauling and low like? How did you first happened upon these characters so? Well I'm probably older than both of you. I was a teen when these these comics were hitting the shelves when Wiccan, and when Allen Heinberg sort of created this thing, and I remember like it felt like it was holding electricity in my hand, because it's like Oh my God. These is the thing that happened a lot in my life growing up where especially in comics. Where you read something like Oh this. This is a character like this is. This is someone who's like me. And it, of course never manifest I mean the obvious biggest example of this as iceman. Who was like? I I knew iceman was as soon as I read. An X men comic. anyways, man was gay. But of course that didn't happen until like. Last week. I don't. Watching young avengers come out and seeing. Like there's A. If, you read, you probably read it in a trade, but it was coming out week to month to month, and it was like Oh. My God I think I. Think these two are together. And then when you get the reveal, it's like Oh my God. They're they're together. I didn't imagine it and he was like it was just like. The Sky parted, and the sun came through. You know so I've I've been wanting to work on those characters as long as I was half my age probably. Sarah always talks about you know you're you're exactly right? There are all these characters who are coded as we're all these characters who are coated as in queer relationships. We talk about destiny, Raven all the time, and how in two thousand nineteen? We gotTA KISS panel like. Are you fucking kidding me and they raise the baby. Did So yeah, I don't know that was kind of 'cause I know you. We talked about Jean, grey and being. Fan Pretty recently I think it was like last year early last year. Maybe time is flying. Yeah, ooh, yeah! Ten years ago last year. Who knows the fairly recently on in the grand scheme of things we talked to Jean Grey but so I remember asking you and this was all stuff that didn't get to make it into the interview because it was. was kind of clipped only Jean Grey content. But when did you first get into the X men? Was that your first comic book that you read or my first comic books were Spiderman I was a spiderman kid for a while also so gay. Yeah, oh. Yeah. He was I was a spiderman kid.
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When I was funny, I was just listening to your venom episode. Spiderman kid right when they McFarland years were happening so my first comment was actually spiderman comic that came free with a peanut butter jar where he was. where he was fighting electro, who was smuggling drugs in hockey pucks in Montreal. Canadian peanut butter I am, but the art is by Todd McFarlane. And it's like immediate. It's like who is this beautiful man who's fighting the sky in this like green and yellow costume? So Red Spider Spiderman for a while with all the venom stuff, especially But then one day we had I don't know if Americans have these like book fairs like the School Elastic is scholastic. A Canadian company I don't even scholastic definitely have here. I remember going to that and also a semi related. That was how I think a lot of like moving cells stayed up moon, girl and Squirrel girl were both comics that were mostly sold through scholastic as far as like the US market goes. Like the recent like Ryan's. Oh God, bless. Yeah, because I think the league the the comic shop sales were not great like this area probably would have been canceled I. Think race of those and then They found kind of this outside market, which was new for Marvel I. think that that was like as recent as like twenty-six. They started really utilizing that market so. I think that the sort of recent diamond stuff has taught everyone like. Oh, the way we've been selling comics is not actually. or The accessing the market it should access. It's so hard to explain even like when somebody is just like. Oh, so I bought a comic, but it didn't count towards the comic say. And I'm just like. Yeah, yeah, you know what I don't know. Enough to explain the number of superhero comics hard enough to be like their seven number ones of accent. Like whatever and then you're just like also, let's get into this sales model that they've got going. It's just not sustainable, so yeah I would. I would agree that the best possible outcome right now would be like diamond it Outta here. You know we're find. Find some other stuff. Well. It seems there self selecting out of the market, but very true. Yeah, but anyway, yeah, so I was I was at a book fair when I was in grade, four and they had no spiderman, but they had a book that was just said X. men, and it was a wolverine hunched over popping his claws, and it wasn't a comic. It was a Like a pros, it was like a little bio of each of the characters it was. A little encyclopedia back before the Internet. These books were quite popular object. So I just like obsessed with this book like I I read it backwards, and forwards in who's Magneto and WHO's apocalypse? And who's mister, sinister and in retrospect it must have been part of the pre marketing campaign for the X. men cartoon show which I have never been more excited for anything in my life than the day that that cartoon was going to Air and I was like so because I knew all these keurigs by only knew them as the most book, and he was like magic watching them Oh my God. I know everything about I know who that is. NEATO and this happened in like I was and I was just. It's just been the thing that has obsessed me in my life ever since. I remember getting the night of the sentinels to part VHS through a pizza hut. I remember those. Save my two knees as they were brand new at the time. Attorney is like a Canadian two dollar coin. I used to save them because I could use them in the slot machine to get an X.. Men Sticker at Pizza Hut. I love everything about this. Sarah, and I. We've talked before like both of us. The the animated TV series was a huge impact on our childhood. It's like I that was how I knew. X. Men like I can play the song in my head at any point, and then I'm like okay. This is where beast jumps over that. Here's where storm comes up and looks perfect. Such a part of the way I see the world. Even you know that it's this. Heavily lifted the song from Whitney Houston Song. Are Sound Engineer. Did you point that out Sarah? I pointed that out, and then we lost. You tried really hard to match the theme song of excrement. Baby by Whitney. And it's in different keys, and so it wasn't a smooth mail. We'll let you know if that into working. Range Yeah Oh. My God yeah. Video, when she just pops up in like a white tug, slake oh my. I. I mean I'm obsessed with Whitney Houston. But and the X men those I like the there's a ven diagram where those two things intersect with each other.
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Oh yeah, I mean the great tragedy is that who knows what kind of bonkers things she would be like she was a huge nerd to. Like the metropolis tie-ins, Lake, her work is so editorial and so thoughtful about the references. It makes I would've loved to see she would have. She could have played. Storms should have been amazing. Oh. My God. Yeah I would love to see now I'm very sad. Could have been actually like the hulk theme song kind of playing in my head right now. Bruce Banner happening for married. Oh my God I. Love the. What was your first favorite character of the X. men was the first one that's kind of stood out to you. I had a huge crush on cyclops, which is telling in a lot of ways but For people that have cyclops crash rightly I went from Leonardo. The Ninja Turtles to psych I always had a thing for like the whiny leader but my obsession, even that that book and Everson the cartoon, and like had the x men unlimited number two been obsessed with Magneto, my whole life like and again for Lake Rian retrospect. Quite queer reasons like when I joked earlier about the. ICEMAN thing, but like I grew up in a very conservative like folk Catholic. Upbringing leg gay people did not exist, and certainly did not I, couldn't I literally could not think of myself in that way, so, but when the crisis of my my teen years emerged. Magneto was really the only Toda. My had for thinking about. we'll wait. And maybe everything they're telling you about that. Difference is wrong, and maybe there is a dignity to be extracted from that difference. Yeah, in a way that the X. Men really never do right they're. They're written by straight white men largely in this, so they become this conservative assimilationist integrationist storyline, but I understood magneto implicitly. Yeah, I think it's so interesting. How how Queer magneto becomes in the X., men, movie is and how there's like not that much discussion around it I guess because I. Mean You know some Queer? Fans definitely have noticed and. Couple, there's definitely a lot of fan fiction about it, but then it's also just like I don't know. His story is extremely bisexual through the entire time him in Exhibitor Definitely Boyfriends I would not believe otherwise and. It's just very clear. I will see. That are definitely lovers who hate each other. It happens his super gay little relationship with mystique where they're like gay best is, and they're being mean to roll my. Hair. Okay could you be? CADDY is gay as thing I've ever heard in my life but also magneto just outside of that being such a complicated character was i. just always. You know there's always just a little bit more to him. I guess. They, never really explore in that direction because I know, he's like sad straight guy. Yeah, there's like it's funny. 'cause there's actually two different. Parallel, but not actually intersecting elements in what you just said. Right like there is the fact of his like politics like he is very much like coming out of like a queer nation, worldview, yeah, and then separate from that is. Actually kind of entirely from that is the fact that X. Men fundamentally is a love story between these two men who have world use that are different, and I mean that like remove even any kind of sexual elements that relationship it is a love story, regardless of whether or not, it is a a love story that is manifest. I mean we used to call these platonic relationships, but in the true plato sense right like men who are like soulmates and of course they also fuck, but that's like a ban. Third Ladies. There's so many layers, and then when you cast Patrick Stewart and Sir Ian mckellen. I'm so sorry. Sir Patrick's dairy again, listening right I'm so. He's A. Buck and I am done listening to podcasts. This is what sent him over the edge, but then playing it with all their chemistry and friendship, and like the though you know the fun ways they. Screw with the Hetero, normative and toxic masculinity shit. It's like Oh my God. There's so many layers of clear and what I like about. The my favorite scene is in next to where it's like. They're at each other's throats, and he had as soon as the humans sort of tag immediately like magneto is immediately protecting his people right like what is fascinating to me about X. men is that is absolutely like an intramural fight.
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Right like it is about how to how we'll are minority group deal with the world at large. And it is strange and weird that the fact that they have such a like a a huge popularity in fact that is. Literally the big bad guys are the sentinels right? The big bad guys are the humans, and yet we're. We're most fascinated by this lake. interest intersocial fight between these people are deciding what the shape of their society will be. Totally yeah, because the sentinels are really Bahrain's. We WanNA. Hear magneto have. His counterpoint every time. Tolkien called it the banality of evil that Lake Ultimately Fascism is incredibly boring. Oh God, yeah, and that's why Sarah never shows up and Lord of the ring. Character in the story right. He only has the one motivation, so yeah, yeah, this is also I mean every time like i. read a captain, America arc, or something like when red skull POPs up. I'm always just like this guy. Get so mad and just cool. You know. I can just count out ten pages and skip them because it's just GonNa, be him talking and like. Magneto isn't like that. Thank God and is like you know kind of just that almost. I wouldn't say like a counterpoint to somebody like the Red Skull, but he's definitely just a lot more interesting. He's obviously coming from a completely different place and every single time. You know we see magneto. There's just like such a bigger complexity past like the silver age, I'd say and whenever they go back. Grant Morrison kind of made him kind of pointlessly evil again whenever they do that. People notice that they're just like we don't know love that well, because we really, we get his motivations right. We get what motivates. magneto against the X men, but mostly against humanity and we, we see him as someone who's been through a horrible amount, and we see oh, given the horrific things he has survived, and no women have survived in his life. No is making actions that would make sense. You and I were talking about this. Sarah with Tara when willow when willow goes dark because of terrorist death. You were like yeah I fucking get it like. That would happen. Yeah, I don't like that. It happened in the show, but then it's very difficult to Vilnai's willow in that narrative right because you're just lake. Her girlfriend died rate in front of her two minutes ago. Lake. Of course you would go like you know. Take vengeance or something or like, even if you know if you didn't at least, you'd be able to understand somebody doing it. You know exactly, and that's how it is with magneto where it's like I don't know what he's thinking. I would knock the earth off of its acts. PROVEA points you know like I. Don't always think that, but I'm also like damned. If you don't have a point that like humans are really terrible. I. Don't give give me in the wrong moment. My I might make bad decisions. I am a tourist but I. I think that's what's appealing, is right he? He does the thing you wish you could do sometimes. Have you guys read the the amazing active engines comic? That's just twenty four pages of magneto beating the shit out of the Red Skull. Writing Down News. Does, see acts of engines is incomprehensible. Really. It's like the idea behind it was. What if a BUNCH OF MARVEL SUPER VILLAINS TEAM UP AND THEY SAY okay I'm not making any headway against spiderman or against like the fantastic four. Let's work together let's. Switch? Bad guys with let's switch opponents is what they do, but like playing in the bag of this. The whole time is the fact that Magneto is teaming up with the red skull. And when it when it when the wheels fall off, it's just like at the end. He's like okay. Team ups over now going to destroy you, and he just thought the hell out of the Red Skull literally for twenty four pages. Satisfying experience and the red skull's like ducking into Lake trapdoors in his base, and like trying to outrun magneto. It's so good you have to read I. Think it's I think the artist John Byrne I'm not sure but it's so good. Pick it up. The only counterpoint I can even think to that is league. The Silver Sable series where she just goes around murdering Nazis, and she like runs into them, like in their sick beds and stuff just like I'm GonNa. Kill you. Just like they were like. Wait. Listen to my sad story, and she's like proceed, and then they tell her story. I will now kill you. I love. that. Of in the X. Men movies that have fast bender Michael Bender. And he goes to Argentina and kills the Nazis been hiding there. Somebody was just sharing that recently, and I watched it and I was like God. That's satisfying seen. It was almost like. It was.
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I would watch that. Much longer than this is happening. Ripping out the guy's teeth. Good so good I was thinking about what you said about grant Morrison's Magneto. And I do think I agree like I obviously agree that it is a flattening. It is like A. To the character in some ways, but as an end point I, take the criticism. It makes you know like he is saying that like at the end of the day. You have not been any different than what was done to you have. The same crimes back again that you've made an eye for an eye and it does it like cartoonish Lee right like literally railroads like a concentration camp in New York at the end of that. But even within it is sort of built in the exclusive like well. He's out of his mind on kick like he's on the the mutant drug. Right and he gets super irrational. Yeah, like various points in his lifetime, so it's not like it's unprecedented, right? He does have his tendency to madness. Like out of nowhere area, but I completely understand cleric Chris Claremont then turning around and excalibur. Had you read the post? GRANDMAS and EXCALIBUR run. Very MAGNA's like. How could you ever believe that was me and it's like yeah. Chris Claremont a would never write like totally. Chris Claremont Magneto has the scene with Kitty Pryde I. Think in maybe two hundred or one fifty. Like this one of them. But yeah, that scene with Kitty Pryde, where he sees her star of David and is just like Oh my God, and it has a crisis of conscience because he almost killed her, so he back off from that immediately, and is just you know devastated that he almost killed somebody who was Jewish and has to. Come face to face with that it fairly early in the ARC. So and then it's like you know later. What was clear? Clermont's various story was you know those first few issues of nineteen ninety X. men and Magneto is a complete villain. That's I believe where he ends up ripping wolverines antimatter that was soon after I. Don't remember which one, but it was. Time three in the next twenty five is. But. It's the ads the same period. It's the the avalon. Asteroid M. Magneto. As cultist nineties kind of yeah I think about it actually. He's leaving Mutant Messiah. And then that leads to the coma and then. Get all onslaught, but Clermont's back at it now. Did you read X. Men Black? Where does fully like saving refugee kids in camps at the US border to? I that actually didn't even know that that came out one was. One issue. It's X. Men black from like two years ago where he's just like he, it's clearly Claremont I love I. Love Him to bids right like he could just rest on his laurels for the rest of his life, and he said he's writing these like again very clermont in naked polemics about like the US in about its poor policies and say Oh, my God and need is ripping the roof off these internment camps in the US. It's amazing. I I WANNA. Go back to that because you said that earlier anthony about one of the things that so satisfying about someone like magneto. The other like like thing about iceman like reading reading the ICEMAN comics after his come out in his powers become so incredible is is this ability to think like Oh my God, the people who could have justice? Or some semblance of defense may be a better even word than justice like the bashing and the violence towards people and the ability to stop it the ability to defend progressive values in a meaningful way, besides like not that protesting and other forms like voting all important things I. Am I am actually a pacifist I swear. But like part of me is like yeah, I think that it'd be nice to see people fuck some people up like I remember inquiries folk win. Is it just the Young Wink Inc? He starts like the pink Posse, and they start kicking homophobes, asses, and part of me was like should I start a pink posse? My calling in life. That's like no, you're a nerd. Stay home, but I just like there's something about. The idea of being able to defend oneself and the idea of being able to have just like that much power, and when I see Magneto, do so often depending on the depiction rate is like something, horrible or something on firing and good or bad. Frequently and then you see bobbies pulled back. He goes to that point of killing decay, and he goes to that point of killing mister sinister, and then he's like you know. I'M GONNA. Pull it back. Just back a little bit right and I and I appreciate it, but part of me is like why. Don't pull back. This is a lot of people. I don't know is true like I mean at the end of the day.
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magneto politics toads politics are the same rifling. But what we love is the power fantasy right? What if there was and what if there was a bogeyman to like? What if there was? Maybe it's on me like Oh, I'm I'm I'm like you? I'm a lovely pacifist. But what if there was someone out? There was just a if straight. People were a little afraid of us. Shit I, mean the the Argentine feminists right. They're like okay. How many rapists have to die before men stop raping? And I gotta say it's a pretty compelling argument like I'm like a little bit on board I mean. Okay, but then I'm like buddies. I don't know I. Don't know exactly that. Is The toddling. You're doing right now in the back and forth if it is the satisfying thing right like what if there was someone who believed the thing I don't. Believe. They were being effective by doing it right. Yeah, that's what if I was okay with it. Myself in question. Our. This, Side with what they've done, but they've made. Point! Ever. I actually think that's in the story to the most satisfying. must satisfying versions of that in in world to me are also versions of that right leg? Were you see like in the films you see pyro being seduced to it. Or you see the way that and the damage. It does to right like I like when it's like well. What if magneto hadn't been around would actually been better for their movement? If there wasn't this sort of fearful model out there? With like the impetus behind the age of apocalypse is supposed to be right. I don't think that's true. I do. Think I as a person who does work in some fairly radical queer circles like. It is assimilation is and we'll never get you anywhere right like. All the suits you want. They're never going to respect you. They're never going to see you as their equal. Right and the suit is another closet in a way, you know exactly have to talk about how capitalism is anti queer and that's like a hard I see so often we've. We have gained civic rights to some degrees. We have gained safety to some degrees in some places, but. That that idea that like that could be enough, and then if I just like you said, put on my little, sue give them a little briefcase. Prius drive to my little job. I'm good, and it's like no, because homelessness exists and Queer people are homeless Queer Youth are homeless. We and ultimately it always comes back to you right like that's always. Conditional respect isn't respect so the idea that people can be like well. We're cool at this from gay people, but not that from. Stuff like that. It's like well then. You're not cool with gay people like that's the rule right is. Will you kind of our breaking it? You're being terrible. Right. But. A I would say that like all of that. I mean that's does come up in really interesting ways, and the x men always, and of course there's been a lot of conversation around that I think. In the media of just how you know how similar it is to queer experiences, because of that because you have super centrist executor. Right. Well respectability, politics, and magnets like I. Burn it down and. Usually I think the moral of the movies ends up laying outside of that. And it's kind of the same with the comics as well right like we. We have like a little bit more I. Think Respect for the villains in the comics, though because you see people, Lake Emma Frost and magneto crossing line after line after line, and we're just go go. Step on their next yeah. There is a kind of sopra logic rate where it's like no matter who I mean. I see this happen on twitter all the time where it's a someone's like Istan. This character and they're like. How could you? They committed war crimes like? Everybody at the end day at some point, these comics have been running for so long. You have to forget about the time that she was possessed by a demon, right? Every somebody rings up if I'm like. Oh, I really like Captain Marvel and people are just like civil war, too, and I'm just like yeah, but everybody and civil wars the lake. You can't just focus on that part 'cause I mean yeah I mean I wrote an article about how much sex, but like, but other than that you know I mean she had. It doesn't match any other characterization. We have a billion writers on all of these properties like over decades to apply myth logic right lake. Oh My. My God it's like what is this version of Hercules doing over and against this version of Hercules? What Zeus represent in this story, versus what he represents in this story right like you can make a Zeus like basically like a like a very lake, amazingly sublime sublime encounter with the divine, or you can play him as like the philandering loser, right and those. Are you GonNa? Have the olive version of Zeus, or you can have like the more like a Trojan war version of Zeus right like.
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And they're both mallet and they're both useful tools. They're useful crayons for artists to tell stories with. You have to be aware of the PLA- The plastic and I think that's true of comics like. Like. There's people who can be hearing this mainly. How dare you like? Magneto killed millions of people. It's like yeah, but like come on like they don't exist. We like him. This is a complete side note. Did you read the book Sir See? The Madeline Miller. Miller so. Okay cool, you're talking like maybe you and I would have this in common. I thought that Sir was one of the best books I've just got finished reading it and it was kind of just a random. Achilles right I have not. Listen any everyone's writing this. Cancer Book! It is the. Most beautiful is the perfect quarantine read I don't know when this comes out, but like Madeline Miller is like a classicist by training and so she knows these things backwards and forth, and actually her work does the same thing where it's like. How do you reconcile? How do you tell your story about Achilles went? When you're reconciling? In fact, there's like the straighter versions of Achilles. Industry to it's like a really great. Really great read beautifully written with she is like I think that it was so good and cohesive as far as being like. Here's the evil things that she did. Here's the good things that she did. How. All of those things are by one person you know because this person lived eons apparently are like this God lived per credit or my God I believe. But lived for an incredibly long time, and so she swings all over the place over like morally over stories, so it's just like. Of course it would be different and like. Of course you know five thousand years ago, I would have made a terrible mistake in my life. I'm sure. Why would you even be the same person? Yeah, exactly, that's kind of what it does. So if you haven't heard and I, don't know how on earth you haven't heard. We're doing a very cool fiction project for pride. Aren't we Sarah Oh? Yes, yes, we are indeed. It's called a coded pride anthology, and it's an online anthology. Day For every day of pride. That means thirty stories and comics all by lgbtq plus creators, and they're all queer stories and Oh my God they're so good. There's one about like a really loving mushroom. It's amazing. In gets eaten by a shark. What's not to like about this and the list goes on and on and on there so many stories here it's all available online and we're still selling subscriptions. It's only fifteen dollars for the entire month stories and at the end of the month. What are they get Sarah? Appear via that collects all of the stories, and what's extra special about these stories that you're doing Sarah Oh? I am drawing a picture for every one of the stories. That isn't a comic. Because what sense would that make? But Twenty eight stories get art by me original art by our own Sarah Century Oh my God. This is such a cool project, not only because hey, that's a damn fine deal. Deal thirty stories. That's fifty cents a piece for Fifteen Bucks Dakota Pride Dot com, but also because this is important, it shows that there is an audience for lgbtq plus writing Jarrah. We know that there are so many people want to write these stories trust me read hundreds of them, and we know that people wanna read them, so help us prove that come join us at Dakota Pride. Dot Com, Dot Com Dot Gov. Dot Co dot. COM! To show that I'm on the same level with y'all in the vampire diaries like these these two brothers Damon and Stefan, and and like when we beat Damon. He's just like wantonly murdering people all over town. Like just like people. We know people we like. You turns that person into a vampire. Oh, he killed that person Oh he killed the whole town, and then like four seasons later like look how great he is, and you're like damn it if I. Don't love him now you know. And then it tugs the rug out from under you right with the. Actually I would remind you that I am a I am a vampire because of you. Yes. Oh my God I'm so happy that you you'd. Empire. I'm new to it I. Just I actually started watching legacies, which is like the? Third Series and the the lineage and hurriedly coming out the origin, the originals originals regular. Legacies doral about like all these like they're at a boarding school at the house and they're like. A vampire now real mad, and there's just like so cute. It's like buffy meets Riverdale in this town I love everything about it. And so I was like well shit, I don't know who anybody is. I wanted to watch this old one.
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Oh! there. Yeah, I know, but I've been watching TV deep pretty quickly. And because you know, the world ended a little bit and I. Yeah, I've just been like. How do I demon is my favorite character? Fascinating work right late. How do you? The ethics of these likable it goes back to were with low key right like I think that that's one of the functions of fiction, though is like to create a space where there are no consequences to working on these ethical problems, right, uh-huh and I think that the mistake is always to bring the real world to bear. When, it comes to people's media, stuff like I actually been. I've been playing mass effect during this quarantine mass effect is all ethical decisions right and it's. Last night I made a bad decision and I got this poor lady killed, and it's like at the end of the day she's. She's a workbook, right? She's not a person. She's an opportunity for me to think about these issues and that's really all fiction is. and. The intensity people bring to that is itself. Interesting is sort of the fan. Wars are fascinating to me but I think one of the lessons you eventually learns like actually how dawn feels in this episode of Buffy the Vampire slayer does not actually have any effect on my life, but it is interesting the way that I think. That we become real to us that I totally agree with you, I think. So often in my fiction, people will be like so, which character do you identify most with like which ones you and I'm like? That's not how fiction were. Like they're all me and none of them are. Like because it's about like the aspects of what it's cool. I'm all of them. Enjoy like whatever and I just think that that's I. I think that as a fan to like absolutely I, see horrible things. Buffy does I see myself do horrible things that annoying Shit, Donda Oh, God. That's right now I'm like a grown adult like I. do that exact thing like. And I think it's yeah. I Love People's Phantom. Ship ship on. Have your things. Your your hills. You'RE GONNA. Die On. Life was pointless. Do what feels good and. That's a motto and so like I. Just I love it. I love how bucket intents like I told someone I loved spike and they were like you what? You're not remember the episode where Bitch I remember the episode where but. I, don't fucking care. He doesn't have a soul the. FUCKING EARS! He's a different person in different parts in. He was never meant to be a character. That was part of it right. That's the thing I love is when people paint themselves into a corner that I'm GonNa. Make this person a mass murderer, and then they have to redeem them, because the audience loves them for like TV and Marie loved spike. Spike so they had to take this character who'd killed two slayers at a lot of people over many many years railroads by. How do we keep him on the screen you know like? This'll take some moral flexibility. And the flip side of that also is that I. Find it fascinating and Hilarious. The way people will love shows and hate the person who made the show. It's like like I. Find that amazing as a person who writes things now where it's like as a writer, my job is to put these characters through terrible things like. Is Literally my job. Otherwise near story like you'd be so bored. I love a coffee shop a youtube but like. Day. At the end of the day my job is to make these people suffer like that is why you love them, because you see them suffer and recognize in their suffering some version of your own suffering. And so, but yeah, and that means you'll have to hate you sometimes right Oh. My God yeah, it reminds me of whatever Jean. Grey Diet and all of the letter columns were like. You've lost a reader murderer. I mean I feel like I am mad, too. You know definitely just like I'm not reading this anymore something. If Jean Grey had died when the Internet was around. Chris Thurman. Hiding. Out Because They Jean Grey's wearing the same outfit. She wore when she was fifteen or something like flip out over release small. Like you know in in a calm Internet way where I'm not like I would never be like Chris Claremont. Why did you do this? You get to do what you as a creator for sure, but also just like an also. Chris Claremont is not the reason that happened, but I would also just be like you know I'll make fun of it or I'll be like I'm not reading nine or like I. Don't feel like it. You know it's very easy for me to get turned off of bug. But then that's good 'cause. You can always just come back to it later. I mean again soap operas right like Oh yeah up next season, you know. I don't have to watch this right now.
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I can come back to it when I feel better about it. That's why he did with the entire film franchise like I didn't watch any of them while they were coming out because I watched the first one in two thousand whenever I was you know my biggest nerd self and was totally like push my glasses up like that's not how rogue is like in the comics and leg was not having a. Now my non existent glasses actually my sunglasses. I meant. But also just like yeah I. I! Forgive them now. It's a lot easier because there's an emotional distance, so I can watch something like Wolverine Origins and be like heck. Yeah, this ridiculous well. That's the other thing I mean. We've been talking. We've just been talking about Longevity Lake Magneto is all these terrible things over forty years fifty years sixty years, but like actually the other way they're like myths is that there's so many different versions of the characters right like you can have your nineties Jim, Lee. cheesecake rogue, and you can have your Moody X. Men, evolutions, rogue right, and you can have and they they give you ways of thinking about. He's like elemental things about these characters that can shift in turn and hold different light to win depending on how you hold them right. I love that I love. Allah and there's nothing else like it right like the the joy of of these characters is they are. I can write. I can spend the rest of my life writing, and maybe once in a million years you get to create something like a Harry, potter or something. Like it catches the livewire of the culture, which is not even a comment about the quality of Harry Potter or the writer very honored. I mean was yes perfect. Yeah, exactly and to this day there are people litigating about whether or not they're the real person who wrote Harry. Potter because they pitch things that were almost identical at the same time, and they didn't get picked up. Because it's a crap, shoot you. You can't control a market and you can't control. Who's GonNa hit. I believe do come. Come to ideas at a similar time, and that's why they're received so well. In that moment you know right and like working with marvel stuff is like that's that's it right like everyone? I Talk I. Say with the name Wolverine or I say a low-key and everyone knows who that is, and instead of being able to put your hands on. That is like. No other thing right you create a character, or you are working on a character you know, and this is a character that doesn't belong to you, right? It's even with something like Harry Potter. That doesn't belong to JK rallying. Rallying anymore like that belongs to the people who really love it because they have different relationship with it than she. Does. You know like I think about that stuff a lot in. Like a character that you were already into, and then you get to write it then I, think obviously then it turns into leg. I get to do this chapter of this leak much longer story, because as you say, you know probably in one hundred years. We're still going to be. There's still going to be X. Men stories of some Guy Right. Yeah it's. The story keeps going. That's sort of the pleasure of it right like you get you touch the baton for a second, and then off it goes again i. hope you did something interesting while you had it. Yes, I want to slightly turn our focus. Just a little bit because I just had a lot of questions about. Something that we haven't really talked about that. Much on the podcast shockingly is that the coming out stories of a lot of the X. men and I kind of want to talk about that with you because I? Think that you know it's something that I've put a lot of thought into how the coming out narrative has changed a lot because you have such a different world from something nor start to iceman obviously. kind of night and day situation going on there, but they're both actually kind of problematic to so it's like in different ways because he he gets like outed by Jean Grey but then like you know with Northstar. It was also. He's like forcibly outed essentially like he has to come. In that huge word bubble as he's punching. Know, that's how I always come out. Unfortunately. It's a lot of problems. You have even one foot still on the ground. When you come out, you're doing it wrong. You have to fully airborne. Flying Somebody and being like guess what. So yeah, when did you? Yes what? I have some information for you. About nine. He's like saving babies yeah. It doesn't in. That story is every single gay stereotype of one, thousand, nine, hundred, ninety, two just kind of coming at you from all the different directions like their own little flying northstar. Just! So ridiculous, but also I mean that's like the thing right like that was. He's not the first superhero who came out, but he was like one of them and of course the ones before like extreme, no and like.
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Offensive right so which is baffling that it was more offensive, but it is. But. With Northstar I. think that it's interesting because this is a character and you know some people have talked about this before, but it's a character who comes out then vanishes from the book immediately, and then has a mini series where it's never mentioned through the entire miniseries he just is doesn't have any interest in anybody and then. It's he. Shows up again in the X.. Men to kind of like flirt with bobby a little bit, and then it's like. Oh, I'm getting married. Like this, Guy who nobody knows like you, just kind of comes in and he's. Like. It seems like they have a great relationship, but they just never really seemed to have time to work it out on the page very much you see like. Kind of sidebar like. Alpha flight stories kind of like a little sidebar there like everything is terrible at all times. Are you okay, not really? Are you not at all? Should we get married? Let's go ahead and do that. Child we say is the recipe for. North Star and Kyle or I'm kyle in he is. I believe they're still married, but I never see them. So I have no idea I will say that that is being remedied soon I. OH, yeah! They're working on high will be in some of the books soon. I don't think it's good to say like Kyle. Great. You may have noticed X. Factors. Lineup includes Northstar so. Oh. And Leo Williams Right, so we have the most darling angel I I have to Oh my God Leo Williams literally as dealt with my mind Scorpions where I'm. Sending for tax being like this is horrible. What do I do and she was like sued me down so? X. Factor is going to be so good and so queer I mean. How could it not be so excited? Her chastity was like so freaking. Good sometimes Lorna Dane and leg Rachel Summers just stand next to each other and I'm like Oh, my even just the color story of those just like. They're gonNA. Get married kid. He's going to be so sorry they'd look so. Is Ticking Kitty, yeah. You'RE GONNA play. Time now's the damn time now that you're dead. I mean I'm sure that that also is changing soon. Sorry real your point coming outs. Yeah, and you just have different right so like some characters do get them some characters don't. Northstar obviously had coming out, but then it was massive erasure for twenty thirty years after that, so that wasn't great and then you have you know mystique and destiny who are now on panel kinetically you know. Blah Blah Blah, even though I mean it's really hard to misinterpret. As much as the censorship was up on those to you, it's still just like. They're they're like married, though like they always seem married. There's not really a time when they don't then they're just like goodbye. Best friend whenever you're just like okay like farewell roommate! My Pal. And the technical sense. Yes, but you also are more than that, but they also league. There's no story behind them. You know like we have this lake. Well their freedom fighters, and that's all super interesting, like I love those two characters. I'm obsessed with them, but it's totally just like you know you have them be out now, but destinies obviously dead. That's like probably once again going to change at some point now that we have. Yeah I want my wife back. I'm like literally just waiting for Mystique to just start destroying pretty much because I'm just like well I, mean executor. You really have messed with her way too much in this in this story ARC but you know she. They've still haven't really super had like any kind of coming out. It was just eventually. People stopped lying about it and I guess. People were finally like Oh, I guess they are together for sure. Okay. Let's him kiss and like a flashback story or whatever? It's kind of weird the too, because even when it feels really obvious. Like. Mechanics when Karma reaches out and like pools shadow cast hair down. Like I'm like that's so queer. I don't do that with my best friends. I don't feel. Down and go. Oh Sarah Nice hair. Yeah, that hasn't happened yet. would be an awkward. You do that when you're trying to bone down, we know this. Yeah, and then they almost kiss like later, and so it's like I mean, but that's not the only time right because you will remember like the Excalibur era where Courtney Ross comes in his. You know very clearly has an affair with Kitty pryde. But another character who is just like we'll probably I.
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Don't know if Kitty will lake ever come out of the closet. Ever the easiest thing to me is disabled. These are problematic coming out, but like right. My coming out was problem. This is the thing that I don't like when these texts are made into workbooks for like like Oh. This has to be the most perfect coming out, and then it'll be correct, and therefore the best coming like yeah, it's sucks. Gene did that to bobby, but do you know how many of my friends had a girl who walked up them and we're like. Listen Buddy. You're gay and then say it sucks. It's not a great thing to do to somebody, but it happens. It is a real version of coming out. So like part of me has always been. Like when that panel when those that page of bobby being like what's happening like? I have had that. This is the other thing is like you have a thousand coming outs, right? You come out every day I still have to come out all the time like and I've had that version of it where someone was like. You're gay like Oh, no, AM I. So I kind of like I, know I've had the coming outs I've seen people have the coming out. You just described with destiny and mystique where it's like well, maybe should just stop pretending they're not. Everyone kind of has that, and don't they? Where it's like we're still pretending that person is her roommate rightly. And I like I. Think the ultimate solution to this is like more coming outs right like tell the story a thousand times. The other thing is like. People who've had centuries to tell their stories and I want to turn. And I want to the market with them, but it's like you don't like that coming out. Here's another one over here. You don't like that coming over here like. You should be able to find your story a hundred times, and you should be like well wiccan and hulking story sounds like mine in this element and bobby sound like sounds like mine and this element and Even I was trying to in preparation for this figured how to say his name is unknowable or a Noli and even recording. X-MEN writers are fighting in my feet. Specific Victor. Brickowski he's coming out should sound like yours. You know like tell queer stories until you're blue in the face to me like I. WanNa see problematic coming out I. WANNA see ugly, coming out and bad coming out because I know a lot of people had terrible coming out. I WANNA see lots of queer characters, so guess what it shouldn't be a big deal that villain Alexis she should be able to be queer and terrible and associate path that should be okay, because there are people who are terrible and associated because the boys and girls and people who are not, you can be an asshole and have any gender you can be. Only, and have any sexuality, but it can't be the only representation, and that's what makes it so frustrating when we talk about like how Disney villains have been coded as Queer for forever I'll have a beef with a lot of those characters I love her, so I think scar has some interesting points you know. Dislike and he's like fine Jerry a woman if I can have power and I'm like that clear existed in history back. Definitely existed so if we have more presentations, it's like also when we talk about barrier gays. If, there are enough people if your world is robust and fill with representations in depth, certain meaningless lake shock value. There are ways that these things can happen. Do I personally to see them hail. No, I'm good I would. I would take immortal queers for forever. Thank you. I think that we were so often. So often we look at what the plate of food we have instead of the plate of food we could have when it comes to representations inserted into bickering about all these imperfect things that it's like I'm with you. I'm like yeah, we should have imperfect coming out and you know the I actually think there should be lots of people who never have to come out I. I think that's a really great thing I've been watching motherland a new TV show that you know highs and lows I'm a fan. I get what people have critiques of it, but there's a queer character, and she just literally never comes out, and everyone's just like we like your girlfriend. Your girlfriend's really nice the end and it's like well. That's that's great because coming out is. I always think of it as like a double edged sword. It's a beautiful ability to claim your own narrative inability to say look. I'm going to be me. Despite the costs, that's super, awesome and powerful, but it's also oppression at something that is foisted upon Queer people quit. People aren't like. Oh, I'd like to announce who I am all time so that someone doesn't i. don't know, say offensive, or whatever the thing is that we're trying to either prevent or cause so I think it's like yeah. There should be so many different ways to be queer, because there are so many different ways to acquire right, yeah. Yeah and I think there's also. with to build your world to like. I forget what the show runner is. I feel really bad, but the showrunner of Teen Wolf always said they'd like well.
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Teen Wolf is set in an alternate reality where no one cares. If you're gay that it is like an accepted thing, and the show is Pisa. He's a gay crater in the show is all of like positive representation of like Queer people? And I think there's something very valid about that is like yeah. I WanNa see stories where people are oppressed, and I also enjoy the fantasy of a world where they're not and like not an issue in this world. I could imagine that being very comforting when I was seventeen or whatever but I agree like we'll know there's progress when. You can kill gays again, right. When it doesn't feel like a personal attack. Like Oh, my only character life can. Thank you so much. This makes me feel very hopeful about the future right. I was also going to add to that list. besides team wolf also Shits Creek in Steven Universe both existing and and I would say Sheera Avenue Shearer reboot existing world where where pureness is not necessarily a a topic that has to be addressed. People get to be queer in. Yeah, some you know David has to come out at some points, but for the most part people just get to be queer and ripple around them. If they have issues with it, that's their problem, but for the most part. They just like cool. Right, yeah, I mean normal stuff. I did the did the Steven Universe comic where you went to his first pride parade. and. It's it's it's a fascinating. It's kind of in parallel to the X. Men thing where it's like. What happens when the metaph the thing that it's a metaphor for becomes a thing in the world you know lake. ICEMAN is a weird version of this where it's like, so he is a mutant, which is a metaphor for being gay, but he's gay to right. He's case read right? So when you confront these things, it's like okay well his it an issue in this world or the. In itself as the way as an engine designed to think about quickness is fascinating to me, because they obviously most of the characters, if not all the characters are queer, and yet, and of course there's no problem with that within the world and the story, and yet so much of what the stories themes are about is exclusion and discrimination in like this whole thing about fusion, being this monstrous, the unnatural thing that some of the gems can do in that has made them into outcasts is also about clearness. I love the way that engine is built, and I love stories that can toggle back and forth like that. Yeah, I think that all of that is really important. I wanted to ask you about your podcast. Oh Yeah, so let's talk about that for a little while because I think that you've brought up some of the similar themes right that you talk about in your podcast here. We're talking about characters that have been around for a long time, we. Work that have been around for a long time and the kind of way the characters change over time definitely and. I guess I'm just kind of interested because I. was is your podcast is only on patriotic that cry? You there's a few episodes that I put up for free, but it's mostly just been. I came out of I. Just finished my PhD two years ago. on seventeenth century literature, so it was like paradise lost is one of the tax, which is John Milton's epic poem about the fall of Adam and Eve, but told pretty much from the perspective of Satan so you spend basically the length of Moby Dick, in the company of the most of person in the cosmos, who is basically a sympathetic protagonist. Paradise lost is amazing Oh it's it's just so it's the most in nothing sounds like it when i read it in college, I was like. Holy. Shit this is a hurt, yeah! I've been doing. The sound of it is just Milton was blind. He wrote it and so often. When you're confused about what it says, all you have to do is read it out loud, and it sort of unlocks itself. Which is why I wanted to a podcast, but I knew as I was doing it. The frustrating thing about paradise lost is it's not like Shakespeare. Shakespeare is I. Know that sounds weird for some people to hear, but Shakespeare's quite accessible like he's a pop culture writer Milton is literally. He spoke like twelve languages he when he makes a reference, he won't just make the reference. He'll make the reference in abstract an abstruse aways. And like he won't say Hercules. He'll be like a son of whoever right? And the consequence of that is that the scholarship around Milton tends to be incredibly conservative. It tends to be these like eighty year. Old dudes who are always saying things like well you. If you knew the Latin or like you've. And yet when you read, it Paris incredibly queer, it is. Unbelievable! How explicit especially in relation to gender Milton himself had a fascinating relationship to gender his nickname in college was the Lady of Christ Church.
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She sort of styled himself in this very effeminate way a period where it was very unusual to do that. and the characters in the texts are quite gender fluid. All the angels in it are entirely gender fluid. The they identify as male always get these male pronouns, but we hear about these crazy like pan gender or orgies doing. And you don't get to hear about that, so I just wanted to do a a literal line-by-line explanation. Paradise lost, and I was always developing towards what's now going to be a graphic novel project called Apocrypha. Just, coming out from Harper. Not Soon because. And then illustrated. But it's queer. It's basically the cosmology paradise lost by telling Queer, love story, but these two teens. Who get wrapped up in the apocalypse since going to be so much fun I cannot wait cannot wait means. What I've been waiting for is that? Is that the bulk of what you're working on? Right now is the graphic novel that's. That's my year. I'm also working on a book. called day spring, which is a novel length Novel length expansion on a short story that I wrote for has magazine which is It's basically the Gospels as told from the perspective of the the Apostle John The beloved of Christ so it's like a very also very queer, also very religious. I have themes that are emerging artist. Historically religious language is is where so much of a sauce was of writing. Like Theresa Aquila like getting down to the knees for Christ. You're like Ooh that time any statue. The have you seen the Bernini Statute of? Oh yeah, her robes are like undulating as the as though outfit was performing orgasm. It's amazing. Just think about it and I'm like. Oh yeah, it's. I mean that's my trauma. Like I said I grew up in a very Catholic house and it's like. I have this weird experience where it's like the things that made me who I am are not the things I am anymore. Looking at this old, Chrysalis I came out over. It's like what am I gonNA. Do with this like the architecture of my brain is all it speaks the language of a Catholic mass. Even though I don't believe in any of it anymore so I'm always working that stuff out. Totem and I have stuff coming out, and then I have I'm writing a World War Two thing for boom for their marginalized hero series. So I'm all over the place very busy, yeah! Did. You have anything else that you went into out about comics or a MO- X. Men. Could talk about X.. Men for the I know I know like this is why I'm breaking it down topic topic before. Call you. Literally talk about how Queer. Ex like we even talk about Richter, shatter, Star, Okay so. What did you think of the scenic grace iceman series? Oh I loved it. I thought. I thought the. Editorial pressures maybe were manifest in it Yes. I think that that's been stated I've since read his comments and. Understand what that must be like and I mean. I don't know you, you hope things change You try to kick the ball a little bit further down the field. I think everybody does I think that? The thing that working. Not, just in comics, but on licenses which I've done many, and some of them are publicans on the Marin. It's like. So much of what we tend to think of as Queer, baiting is often. An artist doing their very best. And it always breaks my heart the way some artists get criticized for work that they did. like I said at the top like. I knew I was gay. The first thing I spent dozen X. Men number one is he says they a girl I'm not interested in. Pieces out. The ninety stuff where he's like. Desperately, come out to Jean. Remember the new defenders in the eighty S, and that was I. Mean I wrote an article about it for shelf dust, because it's just so queer like he obviously gets. He has a lot of anger and angst over cloud, who is the character that can shift for male to female and so yeah the whole time? EISMAN is just overreacting like kind of losing it in everybody. Else's like dude. What is your problem right now? He's like inside. He's like. I'm Gay I'm literally in love with war. And he's I have to look at his pretty face like every single day. It was basically bobbies problem at the time. Yeah for sure He. He's always been I mean in my opinion, also believe that he has always been queer coat, even X. men like I think in not BRANIAC, or like one of those parody comics marvel creators did about themselves.
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ICEMAN is a hundred percent kind of like parodied as being a gay character. So! Yeah I think I. think that even in the editorial. That was something that people were Kinda like. We just talked about the gene forcible coming out thing actually that was. That's what Emma did to him. In the nineties right like she went to nine hundred secrets, and she kept joking about it like she says like. Something being an interior decorator like. She unlocks his mutant potential, and then the metaphor obviously becomes, and he has a secret that's keeping him from unlocking right I remember must have been thirteen or fourteen. When the X men onslaught stuff was happening, and is that seen of him in Jean shopping these. Pants and he's trying to tell her a secret, and we never find out what the secret is because downslide attacks and it's like I knew exactly what that secret was. Yeah, that was a really good example of their friendship, too. I always like those things I think we talked about that before to where it's just, that's one of the better unseen friendships I think of the X. men and I i. get it if Jean. Grey was person my life I would immediately. That'd be my best friend. I would insist them. but yeah, and like that's another example of artists. You can tell that they were trying to come. Make him come out there, and they couldn't. The whole of Marjorie. Lose X. men run. It makes no sense unless you realize the problem. ICEMAN has trying to come out right. She's talked about it since she's like I. wanted that story to be about him coming out and they wouldn't let me. It sometimes takes. You know it takes the power of a Brian. Michael Bender to be like I'm doing this. Under percent. Yeah, I think that I don't know about you, but I liked iceman series a lot too I thought it was really fun I. There was like characterization issues with like the characters around ice. Man I felt like that made me kind of distracted a lot through the series, but at the same time. was like it's the first time that iceman I mean one of the first time. The ICEMAN is getting the serious spotlight, and definitely since he's come out, so it's nice to see a spotlight on him and he I mean he's believable. He reads really well I. Like him so much better after he comes out now. which is what I would say about myself. I get hit bobby. I was also a frenetic piece of shit. Like. Anybody but I don't like it, but but I get it and yeah. I think I, loved IT I. fucking sucker like if someone's clearing something I'm I'm I'm in. And then when you kill them, I will fucking. Furious! Don't kill them. You're cool. You're good. You're good but basket. About the weird way specifically that he came out, is that it was the younger version of him to and it was like. Cool with made it. What made it so painful and this is a story you could only tell in comics. Read this one of those things where it's like you could never write a novel like this, because it would never work, but made it's such a heart wrenching stories that he saw how much time he wasted like it was standing in front of him like Oh my God. This kid gets to have everything. That I wasted and like the I mean unfortunately. That's the how comics work is like the. Crown back in the box. That kid gets sent back in time and forgets it all marine. Ugly ugly solutions to continuity that yeah. And it was because to me. It was like you didn't have to do like we. We're suspending disbelief on so many different right now. I. Do not need to like be like Oh and now he goes back into the past, and he has to like live as straight person for a long time. Even though he got to have his coming out lake, I yeah, that was a bummer for me. I was bummed out ugliness into the story. Right like that's the tragedy of I. Mean Bobby More Than Anybody Right? Lake Kinda Nice at least that I mean he's been around for sixty years. At least he's not sixty years old when that happens, you know. I've been watching doom patrol, which is actually. Does that story where it's like? It's time you've wasted. We loved him patrol. We Watch that a bunch of times. I'm a big. Fan I was. The finale didn't go where I wanted it to go, but it sounds like they're getting another series so. Yeah I think they're doing season to every episode. Just tuck it on a Mike. You know what whatever I don't know what. I'm in. I think Danny's. Oh we. Love that character! Party was like I'm not I. Don't WanNa Watch your doom patrol thing I got to. Sit Out. You don't need to know what the story is. Watch this my partners weeping I'm we being? Don't you, don't you? Don't watch this with me how they're like okay man man. And again like. The Meta text is doing so much work there, too right like as there's no way to watch that Danny St episode about coming out and about coming out so late without thinking about Matt bomber right on, say my God the scene.
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It's just I can see why you took the part like there's a way Ming. Wise Mad bomber in this show. I mean I love it, but it's like why and it's like Oh. This is why he did it because he's. Is Thinking about and it just breaks my heart and after that episode. Yes so like in the in in the best way to. Help me. Take these crusted layers off my. Someone put a bomb into my scars. We did a podcast about it and we both. I think cried. Than once without. Describing scenes from doom patrol, and that I've already seen now. I think like three times through and I'm just like. Just really. I also just love it as like I, mean we've talked about. We talked about we talked about. The Way Comics are a myth because of continuity than we talked about the way, you can have multiple continuities. What I love about doom patrol is it's actually like a counter version of the X. Men Right? We're sake like what if the X men thought about its disability metaphor morally right because every character thinks of themselves as somehow figuring into some kind of disability model in a way, the X. men never really does even. Even with Xavier. It never really thinks about it. And I love the way doom patrol, just always always thinking about like mental disability, and like physical disability, and like what does it mean to have an ethic of care for each other What does it mean to actually process trauma I loved the show for that for sure yeah. Wondering Sarah, but I I had not read, but in the in the show, but then realised like the second. You said it was Oh. My God is Sarah's reader. As and so what I see so much of to these queer characters these people. Creating a chosen family, and and like the fact that they sit down, have family therapy. Family therapy is the funniest thing I've ever seen. That was like the funniest. At least so cute! They're all different levels of ernest different stake in et like it feels like that's how we heal a using the ethic of care for one another, but also like the healing capacity of connection. You know like when we when we are vulnerable together when? You know negative. Man Gets over how much he hates the negative spirit, and it's like Oh right okay. This is part of me now. Just like being gay as part of me now like then he becomes a more interesting person. He only can do that with his connection to read it read. It can only learn to control her powers with her connection to and so on, and so forth I think it's incredibly powerful, you know. I what I also enjoyed about. It is moments I didn't enjoy like. That sounds crazy, but like. What I liked is how much I didn't like Jane, and it's like it insisted upon me finding away like you have to push past when people are unlikable, right lake when someone sometimes you have to know when someone needs you to hold out because they're testing whether or not, he will I love that actress and it's like I found got woman sometimes so much why I feel like nails on a chalkboard watching someone yelled this much, and it's like. Oh, because he that's what life is like sometimes family like sometimes I definitely. The person yelling too much for very long period of. Their they want to see if they can push you away right right? I just think that it's very complicated with her. She is definitely a character where you know. She's struggling with a like a lot of mental illness and doesn't have the ability I guess like. To talk about it anymore like her therapist goes away, and then it turns out. Her therapist is evil. kind of like older is kind of a jerk. I always think that that's an interesting one because I. Think they a lot of the ways that people interact with her is they're just like oh? God You. Don't want to bother with that at all. And then it becomes a self fulfilling prophecy like it does for a lot of US whenever somebody response to you in the same exact way again and again so I think that that was definitely the thing where it's like. Oh, you know Jane is the best kind of and you know. The actor does so much work. Yeah, Dan Guerrero is basically God so. Sad when she stopped being as central on orange is the new black, but in retrospect it must have been because she was filming doom patrol so right trade off his worth it. I mean what a show like to pull off. The the level of. Ludicrous Events Oh. Yeah in. Motion Morrison. It's like. And what the fuck! How am I weeping over robot man? Who My God? Cry.
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Yeah I can't stop crying about robot man again like the the Meta Tech's right leg. It's hard. It's hard for me to watch that without thinking about Brendan. Fraser's own sort of stuff that he's clearly also echoing into the character, so which is so cool kind of it's just like wow, this is like it's such a Cathartic show I think for audiences a lot because it puts you through it, and it's the same with. With the character is it really puts them through it? But at the end you're just like I'm so glad I watched that made me feel better about people by the end of it because it's so forgiving of everybody I think that's a really good way of putting it Sarah. I. Was having a conversation with my therapist and she was like. You know you're not broken and I was like that's some bullshit I am deeply. And she was like no like everybody else has problems like yours. which makes me sound like an Asshole who only thinks of? What I've got good broken reasons. Okay, people. You'll read it in my memoir one day. And I just I. Feel like that's so much. What what doom patrol about is like people who are deeply broken healing themselves and realizing that the accepting that there's no, there's no going back right like I think so often. People are trying to go back to the before and I. Think gets a similar disability narrative. There is no going back like no one's going to magically come in and give robot. Mana body like this is this is robot man now and he even says like I'm not a man, right? This is a cool cool part of the narrative I. Don't know I. Just I really I. appreciate that it says like yeah, it's okay you can be really fucked up, it's. Yeah. I have a friend who works in health, and she says she sort of toggles backwards and forwards between. Mental Health and children's work. She says that one of the terrible things about the way the queer community. Behaves is because it comes so much out of trauma It thinks that it has to let people hurt themselves. That thinks that if a person is sort of. Self actualising through like performing their own broken as we should just let them, and it's like what you have to remember as you have to promise that if someone says I'm GonNa. Run away that you will go find them. And I think that that sort of the risk love takes is to say like I risk embarrassing myself. I risk you hurting me to save you. and I think that is a dimension to family that is problematic in its own way. Right like that does sort of have its own strictures in its own family does not come with a problem right but if if we want to talk about ourselves, being found family, and like chosen family than we do have to take seriously unethical of care, we do have to take seriously what I am willing to sacrifice to help you. And it's something. We're not good at thinking about trying to make me cry. Crying like doom patrol something. We're not good at right. We tend to think of like. Oh, I have to I. Have to be my best self, and you do your best self and gnarliest are separate, and it's actually there is something. I O to the other something I always try to think about it and. Even if it and it can be very dangerous, right, it can be very scary league. The ultimate version of it is developing like crazy martyr complexes. Christian background where it's like you give everything you have to die on the cross for someone else. That's not correct either so figuring out how to make these things make sense to me has always been something I don't know. I think we. We hit all of. The. Topics, I mean I think we have fifteen or sixteen other wants to someone. It was going to be I. I. Say I, mean I. Feels fulfilled those. I feel like we did what we needed to. Once again it seems like we could probably continue talking for like three to seven more hours. I. Guess we should end our call. Yeah, so, is there anything that you need I? We already covered the social media and you have patriots on Yeah I have I do like a like I said I read well. We finished our own paradise regained. Which is the sequel where Satan Seduces The Sun It's a lot of fun. But? People can always find me on twitter. put it accomplish me a KUPA limit. Thank you so much. Thank you so much for having me this such wonderful Chad I feel like if feel slightly healed after this slightly only in the midst of this foreign teen say we started before the recording started, we started on a very. But and you know sometimes we touched on it I. Think through the interview, but by the end you know, I think it's patrol. Acknowledge the bleakness right like there's no point and. I think that there's ways to misread.
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Popular called Sir as the idea of popular culture's escapism. I always have like. Culture is not escapism. It's sort of like a space. Go into work out a problem without. Talked about this earlier like you work on the problem, and then you come back and say okay, I think I have a solution take a media. It's like a temporary margin, not an escape. Yes I would agree with that. Thank you so much for joining us today. We're bitches on Comex and we love you my baby's. Evening everyone pride is a great month of time. We've all been enjoying it almost. We're almost there and then I'm sure we will enjoy it, but what's most important is we have great roster of pride guests, and we obviously prioritize queer everything so if you went to support us in doing that and keep the podcast going, we have a patron, the you can subscribe to you for as little as two dollars or as much as as many dollars as you would like. Infinity dollars is actually one of the options. If you'd like to give us that you don't have to do is fine. None is fine I mean keep listening. You know have a great time, but you get all kinds of extra contact you sign up for any of the tears so even if you only subscribe for two dollars that means you get extended episodes. You get all of this extra stuff. Sometimes I forget. Reading lists you get media reviews, you get comic characters histories. We tried to be drunk while doing them, but we're just such fucking nerds. It's just hell of informative. It's amazing. We have so much fun, and you know what sometimes we're just like. Hey wanted to an extra episode, Yeah! And then we just drop one for everybody. Come join us the superfund community. We've got twenty five people with us, and we want you to help us make it thirty, forty, million, four, billion, whatever works two or infinity choose one or the other, please. There a podcast that is all about making comic books more accessible to Lgbtq folks and women, so if you have a question about anything related to comics, comic adaptations pop culture in general conventions cost play. You name it. That's what we're here for. You can send us your questions at bitches on comics at gmail.com. Unfortunately, Jamil does not like the word bitch. They're pretty judgy about it, so we can't have it spelled out. It is be dot, T., C., H., E., S., O., N., C., o., M., ICS, mail, dot, com and remember there's no I'm bitch. If you'd like to support the podcast. You can do so by rating and reviewing us on I spotify stitcher or wherever you listen to podcasts. I'm Sarah Century and you can find me www dot, Sarah Century, dot, com, and twitter and Instagram Still Sarah Century on those I'm Se Fli you can learn more about me at SAF DOT com, you can find me on twitter and instagram. At, at se, underscore flee north. Comics recorded by Kate Warner, who plays in the band church fire. You can find them at Church fire music dot com. You can find her music at Earth Control Pill Dot Bank. CAMPS DOT COM. bitches comics recorded in Denver Colorado. We want to recognize the indigenous peoples who had inhabited and do inhabit this land. Irap a whole nation. The nation's the Cheyenne nation and others who have been erased from our history and collective memories through colonization.
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