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Transcript for Episode 41: These people matter! An interview with MariNaomi
Episode 41.0: These people matter!

00:00:09 - 00:05:03

To bitches on comics. Se floor an uncertain century and today. We have a very special guest Marina Yummy, Mari. going. Good. Quarantine! Not Stoned. But One of us. Oh good. Morning. Where can people find you online? And what? What would you say like in as many words as you want? Your whole bag is I make comics. been making comics since one thousand, nine, hundred seven. And I also have a podcast. I haven't updated for a long time. It's an advice podcast called. Ask by girls with Miriam Girba is an author. I also. Run the cartoonist of color, unquote cartoonists and disabled cartoonist databases. In what else! I have a lot of cats and dogs. Flies and wait you have pet butterflies. No, they're not pets. I just helped raise monarchs I can have. Collect them and make sure they don't get eaten by predators, while the e clothes and into butterflies, and then set them free once they close holy crap. That's so important. I was like oh now. I know because you're involved in so many things so it like I have a pretty good idea of your fool career and now. I'm like Oh. Butterflies to that's amazing. It's so cool it's it's pretty heartbreaking actually. Very few of them survived, and that happens, even if you do help them so when they don't make it, you're just like yeah. Nature's rough. Area it was another is to got me into it. Hope Larson gave me these milkweed cuttings before she moved to North Carolina. And she got me on my way years ago. Is remarkable I am always impressed by people who are as I. Mean prolific is you do as much worker like I also happen to I. Don't Know Save Nature. Thing. It's like I can barely brush my teeth every day like crazy. I'm what's your social into your website? So why wife sent my name Neymar now dot com on twitter I'm mar me on Instagram and facebook? I, Mari now me arts. Some jerk must've taken my name. You have a petri onto right I do. It's a daily. Diary coming up every day, yeah! Yeah well I post them once a week. It was a little too intimate when I was posting than daily because people would respond to the comments that I posted about the day before and sometimes I post really personal stuff. And, if it would be troubling for example. I would get all these messages very kind people patrons checking to see if I was okay, but that's not why I have a Patriot so. All, right, so it's a lot better if I have a whole week's worth because you could see the whole brain, so I might have a really crappy day one day, and then you see that I'm you know making a Fart joke the next day, so it's not. And I'm not getting a lot of concern from people right? I was wondering how. That schedule I mean like that's. It sounds like you're still essentially doing pretty much. The same schedule by only spend ten minutes a day on it I've been subscribed for a while so I was just kind of like how how does the timing work on this but? You in the morning, oh. Don't do it first thing in the morning. Just stress out about it until I can do it. Like today. That's about right. That's that's how it goes right, so yeah I guess I was just interested. I kind of wanted to start from the beginning. What got you interested in making comics to begin with while I wanted to be a novelist and I. Think I wanted to be novelist before I even knew how to write in. It's probably 'cause. My Dad wants to be a novelist. I have a an autobiography quote unquote from kindergarten where the teacher asked. What do you want to be when you grow up and? And it's funny because I said. A writer or a caterpillar scientists and I got. Your clairvoyant.
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It's craziness didn't get into the caterpillars until a couple years ago and I'd totally forgotten all about that. Obviously I'm not a scientist, but. I mean I'll do. That's pretty cool. I so I tried to. I try to do I was writing for a long time. I wrote my first novel when I was very very young, eighteen was the first novel twenty one. I wrote my second novel neither of which. Ever got published. But I tried and and the whole polishing trying to get published published experience was so disheartening and I realized that being a writer is not the same as being a writer. It's a completely different bag of eggs I. Metaphor is there, but it's. It's completely different, not fun at all. And I decided strew that I'll keep writing, but I'm just not going to be a writer professionally in that time I started writing professionally as video game writer, so kind of got that out of my system, and that's route around the time where I started reading underground comics, and after a couple years of that I came across Mary cleaners comic in A. Called the Jelly in a twisted sister's in theology. That anthology read that one. I had one issue of it and it was hard to find. It was like a miracle that I found it. Oh, it was a story about her roommate who had really big boobs. I might own that one so good. It's so funny and sad in great night I read that and I thought have stories like that I should make my own comics, and then I did. Nineteen, ninety seven February I, started drying and in March I finished my very first comic. I think it was three. Maybe it's five pages. It was all stippled, so was insane in data, but I'd always enjoyed drawing before that so i. it never occurred to me. But myself, and and honestly I never thought I would be a professional cartoonist I just thought it would be fun to make comics in share them Zine. So. You more recently have been putting out the life on our series right, and so I was kind of curious, what the inspiration of that was because it? It's not by any stretch like a huge break away from the other like the auto bio. Stuff I've read. I, but there is like a sci fi element to it. It's the first time I've done fiction. Scott and Let's see if I could be concise about this It was what I was trying so. So I started drying and writing stuff in ninety seven in the ninety eight. I think I got my first piece in an anthology. Use The action, girl, comics, and Thalji, and so I did a lot of. Over the years? self-published my own jeans and I always thought it'd be nice to have my own regular floppy comic. That's kind of what I aspired to, and certainly didn't think I was going to make a living off of it, but that was just something that I thought other. It'd be nice, but I could never figure out what my shtick was like. I would draw these one off stories, and they were always auto bio, but like I just never really had a theme and then one day. It just hit me that I'm like you know I. I love Relationship Stories. I love talking about relationships I should just make a bunch of comics. That each. Were each one is based off in a different relationship. I've had because I've also been very prolific in those so. I. And then that's how I conceptualize. kiss-and-tell tell which ended up being my first published book once they start going on Going on that I think I. was about halfway done with the book which was about almost three hundred pages. I got an agent and huge shopping around, and I was getting interest from publishers. Who didn't necessarily want to publish the book, but were they were interested in what else I could offer and one said this you know this is great, except it's a little mature. Have you ever thought about doing young adult? And I not and I'd never even ride young adult to my knowledge, and so she shipped me a box of young adult books, and I thought I could do that and. In so I that that's when I conceptualize the first book in my Earth. And the third one just got publishing that was in. Two Thousand, eight or two thousand nine obviously before kiss, intelligent published his Intel eventually found a publisher with Harper. Ranyal so the publisher that wanted me to do young adult. They ended up not. Publishing that book that didn't. because. It was a little too weird for them. thinking. About ten years to find a publisher who was willing to take a chance? On the weirdness. Yeah. It's such an interesting I thought that you know I really like how the art style changes from jazz occur.
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I was GONNA say that. Love it. That's what was too weird for people. It's just like it's everything that makes comic soak free. Like you get to immerse people in perspective in such a a different way, you know that in a multi perspective novel for and that's what I thought and you know I was an. That's never been done before and the whole time. I was working on it for those ten years I was trying to keep it a secret because I'm like this is. Not This can't be a completely original idea, but it just so happens that no one's done it before and I didn't want anyone to do it before me and take some draw. Talk for like ten years. It was during. That would be the. Keep that secret for a decade. People about it, but I was I was really trying to keep it under my hat, so my my knew about it. Obviously, and then the you know the publisher's. He was pitching and You know and the publishers like they bite the story. They might like the perspective, but they didn't like that. It was drawn in different perspectives in addition to being told. Different parts of the story. and to me, that's the most valuable part, but certain people were asking well. This is great, but can you just draw same style and I'm like Oh my gosh that'd be so limiting you. You also like really flex your artistic muscles in it. It's beautiful and it's all I. Think it's great right because we get introduced to this tangle of friends who have layers of issues with each other and great things with each other, but then you know we see things from one perspective and then the next section. It just shifts entirely. You're like. Oh, my Gosh! That thing I took for granted. You know the unreliable narrators. Aspect isn't actually for granted. There's another side of that, and then when I read I thought you hated me off the autobiographical that that was I was like yes. Wow, like I can see how you got into the the. The life on Earth series to sort of like play with okay. What's the reverse of my experience? In this situation you know and I love the person I wrote the book about I thought you hated me. I keep trying to get her to write her side of the story because she. She's like I, don't I. This is a great book, but this is not my memory I'm like please airman. Would love to be a companion piece that would. Be Really Cool. She's a really good artists to. I was curious about because there is a story line in the life on our series that is about teen pregnancy and I think something they I didn't notice that much before I read. This was how that doesn't happen in comics very much. We almost never see it right like that's I mean if you're dealing with any kind of I, mean you know we? We don't see much pregnancy? Unless it's like story arc related you know or something and. I, think they. It's always almost written by men and things like that, so you just ended up with a lot of kind of disjointed narrative that doesn't do much of a favor thing for like the people who actually go through that situation at all, and so I just thought that yeah, I mean it was. It was kind of profound in groundbreaking for me in a way. Way that I was kind of surprised by because I was just like. You know I've never seen this in common, so I was just curious if you had you know specific reasons why that was something that was to include in the comic because I think it's one of the parts that like works the best. Oh, wow, that's great. Thank you, of course Reproductive Rights is always something that's on the forefront of my brain. I I don't know why. The plot went that way. It's funny I. Know Obviously wrote all of this. Like ten or eleven. So I don't remember why I made the choices for the plot. I can tell you why we. They each choice. and. And all the visuals for like that's what I was really focused on, but. I don't know I it makes sense because it's something that I That's really important to me I I myself have had two abortions, neither of which were anything like Emily's and it's funny I think people assume that I'm kind of like emily, but she's way more prissy than I. I I was a much different teenager than any any of these P-. Any of the kids, but I based each character on people I knew from back then. Right I thought that that was another thing. That was really interesting. As is the lake you know through the entire thing I. Feel like a lot of times whenever I read fiction.
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People really do kind of go the extra mile to make a lot of their characters more likable than they might be in real life, and then in this I felt like. Let the problematic sites like there's people who say things like ob so much easier if I to get into college if I were if I were white and stuff like that. And so I thought that that was all. That's how teenagers are like. They say horrible offensive things like all of the time. That added a lot of realness to it that I don't see in a lot of as so I think that that's also another thing. That was pretty interesting. Honestly I haven't read a lot of way A. Box of books that publisher gave me in. That's about it except hunger games, but I don't know. Whole different bag yet. None of this happens in. Games. Yeah you know the other thing. I wanted to jump back quickly to the conversation around abortion I. also something that's been you know I've been doing on. For Very Long, time is the way that people don't really think about reproductive rights, queer issue, and how important reproductive rights are as a queer issue. Right and and I loved you know in portrait of a lady on fire I love. HOW PROMINENT! Story was and I felt like in a very of. You. Took a long time to? I? Get so sad when things are. But Sarah really loves and thinks she got me excited for it. Yeah I do love sad things. You're a really into getting sad about that movie two times now and I hope to go for a third. Going to be sad, I. Don't know if I'm GonNa Watch it now, but it's great. It's high. It's not just sad though. It'll sad, but I thought it was going to be sadder than actually was. Barron and said. I don't know. Watch it until the ending and then I'm like. I. Think, you'll accidentally watch the ending because you'll love so much. After just a little while you'll be like. Oh, I'M GONNA. Turn it off and just a minute. Honestly at this point in the pandemic, I'm so scared to cry. 'cause I feel like if I star won't Stop Oh, God literally said those words. My therapist and she was like I. Don't think that will happen and I was like what you can't guarantee you don't know. That's a fair, but I'm not sure this is your healthiest game. You've played with me. Not Cry! I hear Ya. I was Oh my God. I was watching Steven Universe earlier, and it was like an episode where Garnett was just being super supportive and I was bawling my eyes out. I just need someone to say that to me E. Pandemic Anxiety Anna. Good evening, everyone this era century, and this is also my story time. We are doing a entomology. Heard that is called Dacoota Anthology. It's an anthology, and also there are thirty different stories in it for every single day of pride, which is a lot of stories, and of course, because it is pride oriented that means we have queer creators as well which is A. You know that's amazing ticket to publish a whole in theology of all Lgbtq plus creators for me, absolutely a dream come true, and they're all geniuses, which is genius. Very helpful in my enthusiasm. There's so many stories that I was like Holy Shit. This is the greatest thing I've ever read stories. It'll scare your butt off stories that will make you laugh stories that will make you cry stories that will make you feel so fucking proud to be a part of these communities, and we are just so excited to be able to do this with you to coded pride. Dot Com only fifteen dollars for thirty stories. We hope you'll join us. Yeah so I just I really appreciated the way that the abortion was bowled, allowed to matter to people but also. Considered like okay normal part of the existence of being alive or experience of being alive, and I just thought that was an amazing balanced to strike because i. do think sometimes we feel. Responsible to make abortion not at all a deal or to make a huge deal, and it's like well, it can be oh, then it can be neither at points. I'm so grateful for my abortions. I'm so. I feel so bad for everyone. Who has kids right now? Holy Shit.
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But also yeah, that was never a path. I wanted to take and and I'm just really grateful any notice second time I got pregnant I just I was so safe I use protection. The condom didn't even break I. Don't know what happened in inside his chaos. Life is chaos and. You can do everything right crazy shit happens. Yeah, I mean. I'm super grateful for abortion. I know so many people who have just had like their lives given back them such a gift that we have it. You know whenever I was a little kid, I never had an abortion, but whenever I was a little kid. I remember my grandma. One day I just realized that she had seriously considered having an abortion at one point and I was just like Oh damn like it was like this weird key to the universe moment where I was like abortion is leg. Create for. Great that it's there you know like and just basically my grandma having this feeling. I think around her where she was like. Yeah, I mean I could have done a lot of things. Can I ended up having to be stuck with this really shitty husband, and like all of that stuff I mean. She left that guy, so she's the best, but I think also. It was just this. This thing of being like damn choice really is important, and like things might have gone really differently. If my grandma had more of a choice, you know It's just another way to keep them down. Yeah, so I don't know I kind of I guess what it basically just runs down to is. Is that I really appreciate just having something that was like nuanced and it was. Shown in a way, the to me 'cause I mean. There's just so few narratives around here right so just even having it as a narrative to me, just made it stand out so much and as far as characterization thing. Yeah, I mean, it makes perfect sense every part of the story kind of of Emily's story. She has a greater story overall, but then it's. It's like you know it's kind of leading to that solution like she is kind of already having to deal with a lot of that stuff I think like early early on like the emotional fall out of it and stuff like that so I don't know it was just great. I was really impressed by it and I am glad to talk to you about. Yeah and I love the weird fiction of. It's like everything's normal. This is normal. Here's some normal stuff. That girl was missing is is normal or is. Everything not at all what you think it is, and it was like Oh my God I love this. I'm noticing alleging. Well just come on our show. We'll tell you how great you are better than beer because. Great. Yes since you can't have beer, we will shower you in effect and I have read things. Yeah you know I. Think I, just I don't really spoil it know there's like the alien element and I think so often. In Saifi in I think. I couldn't say especially in comics, but certainly also in comics that are science fiction aliens are frequently represented as hostile as you know trying to come and take something from this like laughable planet, and I loved it like instead in this situation that I saw babies. Bit. I haven't read much sci-fi so i. don't actually know Genre really at all you didn't need to. Re invented it without even try. I haven't read the. Why haven't read sci-fi What's wrong with me. Nothing is wrong with you. So where where did the alien element come from for you? Honestly the publishers like what if you had aliens okay? That's like the greatest. Story I've ever heard. She's again you rightly. I'm like sure why not I'll try. Aliens or something? She said zombies. I don't know I. She's just do on a couple ideas I'm like okay. We'll get back to you and I came up with a at the time. So there's an underlying story. Let's see I was doing kissing. I finished most of kiss-and-tell and I'd started turning Japanese started that process. In also been making comics for twelve years or something by that point I'd done a lot of auto bio says excited to try out fiction. Also when I'm doing auto bio, I have kind of the hard fast rule that actually doesn't apply to diary comics obviously, but this rule that I'm not going to write about something until some time has passed and I can really see the greater picture. Whenever that is, and sometimes it takes a very long time. And at the time I was going through. Something pretty rough where at found out about a friend who I'd had along like many many years prior had betrayed me in an found out that that's why our friendship ended not for the reasons that she had said. and says really wrestling with that I was but I wasn't ready to write about it so I decided would've tried to write from her perspective.
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And she ended up being the Pala character and so that's pretty much the spark. That started the whole story off. Oh, I love that. We I wasn't ready to write about it yet, but it certainly is writing fiction. and. I was reading from her perspective, but it didn't have to be her perspective. You know obviously I was able to change it. And she ended up changing into a different character over time than the person she was based off of there was immense freedom in that in. That felt amazing. I mean I think that's one of my favorite things about writing. Fiction is really trying to understand a different person's perspective, and where you would wouldn't agree with them. You know I love reading a character that I'm like I would not make any of these decisions. Bad decisions, however I can see why this character made those decisions. You Know Yeah Yeah I've made some stupid decision. On this podcast, sorry. I on this podcast is swearing usually. Asked got. You Fuck podcast I didn't realize when we were talking. Once again in the animated special I just cursed so many times I was like fuck this. Fuck them. It was like if there was any episode that was going to be four kids. and. Immediately got derailed. Killing, even psychopaths and This motherfucker in. That's wonderful. We have fun. So you? I'm curious you know. We talked a lot about. Paulo talked a little bit about emily. I would love to hear about the other characters and how? You know where they came from. If there's like a person or just an idea, or if did you start writing with Emily Impala and they sort of like evolved around them I should have here about your creative process. Will Paulo. Was who what I started with was know why. Why did she do the things she did? and. Who was she really? This is a person who was my best friend for many of my formative years, and then we mysterious breakout break up and and then I found out about the betrayal like like when I was full on adults and actually just finished writing a memoir about her, specifically because I am ready to write about her. I was and I did so. That's actually being shopped around my agent right now. How. So I did a writing the book about her, but at the time you know ten years ago. I wasn't ready to write about her, but I was ready to start thinking about her. So, yeah, so it started with me putting myself in her shoes. I'd spent some time being angry at her and I was ready to. Not Forgive her exactly but to understand her. And so that's where it started, and then I'm like well. Who who's a cast of characters like put her with and a lot of those people. Were based off of areas, people like Nigel was based off of these two boys in high school one that I dated right after the other. Mesh them together and they're. They have the very similar experiences. They both lived with a single mom. And we're both very stylish boys, so. squished them together. Turn turn them into Nigel. Brett was a combination of one of the guys guy I lost my virginity to in high school, and also a guy that I Younger guy that I dated when I was in my twenties. It's I, squish them together. Love that you're like you see sem and I'm just. One of my favorite character arc says Nigel I love. First story goes because he. It's like he's trying so hard and is kind of times just like I don't know how much I can sympathize with this guy and then towards the. Good. Such a far distance like. Grow mature now. He's the one I missed the most. I could see why you know. He's so interesting and it's. It was cool to see him deal with his misogyny in his aggression towards the women that he was around and. His. You know his Nice Guy Nece that was like coming out like quote. Unquote Pasig Nice guys yes. And then to see him be like Oh shit. Will Oh and then he just likes shifts. His mind opens, and then you know cool things happened with aliens and it's. Great I love this. You Know I. Don't know that either of those guys ever came to that if They came around eventually probably in their thirties.
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Four guys. Black is. I think maybe his his coming around. As part of my fantasy image of like, where are those guys now? And what would I like them too gone? Wow, but you know what it really gives him a happier ending right like that's the thing too is when we talk about toxic masculinity hurting the guy. It's just like yeah, because like if Nigel didn't go through that process or you know in real life when people don't go through, that process doesn't tell much leader. It's just like. They are much less interesting characters that are a lot less fun to be around. Yeah there's a certain tolerability to youth right. You can kind of be like okay. Okay like you're young. I remember hanging out with a bunch of guys when I was a early adulthood, and they were all still in the beginning phases of Nigel. But I think they all came around eventually. They're just like when you're so full of hormones while this, you know the the insult, guys or whatever they call themselves. And you, guys like got. They didn't have guns and they weren't. They weren't quite as horrible as the people who do those things, but they had this sort of. An entitlement, but but also this feeling like wait. I'm good looking. I'm nice to them. I'm doing all the right things. Why don't they like me? And and the easy answer is like because you're not a whole. Lot of that, and you will grow up not yet you know not while your hormones are raging, because they're making you an asshole and I saw that so much. As their friend, I would try to help them out of that, but you can't talk someone out of being an asshole like you can try to help them. Disguise it and then once. -periences then they stop you know they let go of. They're seeing a little bit. You know what I mean like. It's not something that we can do on their own very well I would help these guys like dress better. Than they would get more girlfriends, and then once they got girlfriends. They would come. Loosen up and be like okay well, maybe you. This wasn't all that I. Thought it was GONNA be here. You know just it was. So. I knew a lot of guys like that, but without quite. The rage, yeah. But so when when I hit my sexual peak in. I guess I was thirty. early thirties like late twenties early thirties. I was hitting my sexual peak. And I was just crazy with hormones in a way that I hadn't been since preteen hood when I went through puberty, but it's different and Qwerty because you might be Horny fucked, but you don't actually know what to do with it whereas when you're thirty four. You know what to do with it. I remember having these surging hormone. Hormonal feelings have find myself having these really awful thoughts that I'm like. Oh! I understand these teenage. I understand what it's. It's not. It's not logical entitlement. It's just like. Give me sex. I mean. I think there's a great describing like even like people who are trying you know like. Generally think of themselves as a nice guy like don't think of objects like still there some layers of that going on. Yeah, that's really interesting Gender Sexual. Sorry you deviated from Nigel a little bit, but it all ties back to Nigel. Because Yeah I, mean he? He matured foster. I love the way he's illustrated I love how different he looks in each person's perception, you know, and and how he sees him know I had so much thought into that. It's so cool. It's just really neat, you know. I also feel like this is a really a really by narrative I. Don't know if you intended it that way. I mean I. Know that you're by. Also! Sometimes write things other than intended to be so bad, but it's pretty bad. You think that was part of what you wanted to explore it it or like just like Oh of course, Paula and Joanna. Uh, I believe that's the right names would like end up together. I. Don't know I was just curious how you wove through that. Well that was inspired by my friend. Who is by? and. She was my first girl kiss in fact and. so I mean from the from the Gecko on neons GonNa, be writing about her. If not directly about her I mean I knew she is bisexual so. It just seemed like a natural flow of things. Lotta Eleven.
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Johanna is was originally based off of the. Gal Who I thought you hated me is about, but obviously I made some changes. The Mirror by from I thought you hated me. Is is straight. But but a lot of similar elements yeah, I loved the way that the coming out was dealt with both lake from the perception of Pala Pala, and also, and then how she has a teacher. WHO's like? Why don't you Queer column? And she's like okay and she joined A. Out of. Is like no, no, no, no notice too much and I thought. This Week I've had that conversation with a girlfriend where Mike. No that's too much and I've also heard that conversation real my get out of the closet. Get Out of the closet. So I thought that was really sweet to see. In the way that they no one, no one's mean to each other. No one's shaming each other. They're just like young and I feel like it's like how I felt in college. They're just young and like throwing their bodies on each other, and like trying to figure out what they want and and like. Trying to be good at being adults. Not very good at it is just a delightful I-. That's how most people are people who cavalry. Good and bad binary narratives, or whatever like those people don't really exist? Or I don't know any of them. I mean I don't know the president so. Oh Good, God. I wanted to ask because I mean well from this entire conversation. We're talking about your fiction work, but obviously autobiography plays a huge role in pretty much everything. Right? At least you know for foundation. And I appreciate that like that. You engage with that so openly because I feel like a lot of people base like this character supposed to be my ex girlfriend, but then you. Never own up to that. So. It's nice to see you kind of just like this open about it, but I wanted to say the. Basically just like what 'cause I mean there's there's such a strong history of gray biographical comex, and then, of course you know like for Queer people that has a completely different world like I think that people have kind of owned auto bio comics for quite a while one of the reasons I like doing auto bio is that I could focus on however trae and not have to invent everything. Right, now I'm working on a graphic novel. That's completely like none of its autobiographical at all. And it's it's kind of like A. A three hundred page. Episode of the twilight zone, but like japanese-american. Travel and Weird Shit happens. I love it. It's really fun to make I mean all written out of just have to dry and taking forever the every little thing like her clothes like the the House that she's in and and like all the pots and pans like I have to invent each one or you know. I could obviously base it off of something that I see online, but like it's not as fun that way and I just find myself spending a lotta time being a designer and an architect. Ersan, you know. Things don't don't really involve narrative which is. What sometimes when I'm doing auto bio. What I'm very interested in that at all. No. No, that makes a lot of sense to me. I think that's really interesting to think about how both sort of represent different opportunities and different limitations, so auto bio gives you. You know you have to start to what actually happened. which is like a good limitation to have, but I also heard and what you were talking about with life on earth like. It was kind of fun being thrown like. Can you make it? Why can you add? It seems like maybe that's a helpful aspect of that creation as well so I know I tracked that totally like I. I write personal essay and I also write fiction and I I do such different things in each of them, but I also find it for me with with different kinds of fiction. If it's like, it can be like Oh my God. I'm going to have to really think about this. What? In that soup, what would be in their soup if they live? Bio and when you're reading someone's auto bio like they can really you get the like? They're really focused on telling their perspective, which honestly when I'm reading I I, I love all sorts of Genres, but like I'm i. get most engaged when someone's telling a personal story because I'm very interested in people's perspectives and feel like. Auto Bio stories or personal essays or whatever it's like the peer drug that I'm looking.
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It's not cut with any of that Shit. Got I love it. I was GONNA. Say you know I feel like your. Your work is so emotionally both like complex and emotionally intelligent. What I like about it is sometimes I find some writing has lots of emotions, but then like no sort of like Meta, emotional narrative, and it's very clear has so much Meta an emotional narrative which is what makes the ending of your works like pay off so well because it's, it's just built so thoughtfully across a large three book arc in this case and to me, that's like. That's why I love that like I'm like bawling my eyes out over something. Relatively minor because I remember from book one. You know where Armin. Beat Red Right now I'm so embarrassed and happy. Happy just. To feel. Yeah you saying all of that? Just kind of made me remember because you were saying about being I have to be an architect and I was like really thinking about how in life on earth there's a lot of panel like building, layout and stuff like that I see the. Noise! I spent so much time just making that city. I'm like okay, so where? Where's this based off of in? Based off of places I've never been. Yeah. I was kind of something I noticed while I was reading definitely where I was like Oh. Wow, this is such a mapped out city And then, of course, just kind of was like. And kind of moved on from it, so it's interesting to hear that. Hey their listeners. Happy Pride. Nice to have you with US hanging out. A good time. And, you know what we have. This great content year round. It's not only for pride month, and if you're new, you're just joining us. Hey, baby, look good. If you're longtime listener a, you look real good. We love you. Thank you for joining us. No, you could support us. Come over and join us on Patriarch for as little as two dollars a month. That's Patriot. Dot Com slash bitches on comics, and if you join us, you can look forward to cool things like extended episodes reading lists. PLAYLIST! Special episodes about comics history special episodes about whatever the fuck we feel like. It's a good time and we miss you. Come join us. We miss you and or you're already subscribe subscribed and we don't miss you. Here with us all the time. You're you're you're there? We don't miss you. We want you here, but we don't miss you, you know. Make sure to check out our patriots Patriot dot com slash bitches on comics, which is on comics, it is on com, which is on. A. So Yeah I want to talk about the databases. 'cause you have been working on so much so much amazing networking database saying. So what was your inspiration for starting the databases? I I had to look this up right before we started talking I couldn't remember the year, but it was twenty fourteen. That, I read a list and I think it was on buzzfeed or one of those places, and it said. It was one of those. Like. Ten women cartoon is to write out sacks. If their opinions on something or other. and. I'm of course. My first thought was like Hey, i. read about sex and I'm a woman I'm a cartoonist. But I wasn't invited. This and and I re looking through it. I like how they're all white. And that was. What sparked it. And I'm like we're the people of Color in this. and. And then I don't know just years and years of being told there weren't any people of Color Comics, made me think yes. There are and and I started listing I just have a piece of paper listing the people I knew in comics who? Are White and there weren't. I, don't know that many people. I mean now I, do but at the time I didn't really know a whole lot of people and Like ten twelve. My List! These people matter certainly enough for list ICAL okay? A and and so I started went to twitter and facebook to and I.


00:45:09 - 00:50:01

Just ask people like Oh, who are the people of Color six? And and I started making a list and suddenly I had this list of all these people you know went to like thirty people and forty people in Fifty Holy Shit. There's so many of us. Would, you'd really make a list of this and put it on the Internet. I have the list. You volunteered yourself. They didn't at the time goes on a deadline and I had so much work on like I, don't. Have time for do this. It it. At the time also writing articles about. Specifically about how to write people of color if you're a person of a different color, so that was also my mind. That was also sparked by. By the listing. It's amazing how many things I've done in my life because I read a A. Article. That's bullshit. Yeah, so, this is basically. Other the page on my personal website and just had a list of like. Hey, look. I have a database thing in A. In overtime into just grew, and now there's like thousands of people. It's insane, so people so cool. Yeah, it is really cool. I think it's very important because I think that that's the thing that we always hear. Right is lake. Oh, well, we couldn't. We can ask like a queer person to write this queer story because like the Queer people. Where they even from never even heard of them, things like do people running their own circles and I know plenty of straight people who I'm their token by or buyer queer friends. Plus people who I've you know their token friend, which is fine, whatever? Like Fran before I'm like token whatever yeah. So I did when I. Want to boost people's visibility, but I also trying to prove a point like. Hey, there's people out there in. The cartoons of Color Together I. Pretty much immediately thought to do a quick cartoonist database but I couldn't. figure out how to do it without outing people. A roommate yeah. So that once. Degree kind of list that you don't want to be. Once I realize I can do it as an in from the creator. Then, that's that's what I energy, and now all the databases are like that, and then the disabled cartoonist database just opened I just started pretty recently. and that's I'm I'm not disabled in I, wanted to create it for a long time but I. Just if felt weird because. I felt weird trying to represent other people. Right, yeah like it took me forever to figure out what to even call it like what's not offensive, you know. So! That's why it took so long, but you know I'm happy. It's there. Yeah! I'm happy. It's there, too. I think it's super important to have these databases just so that people can't you know it's like they don't have a leg to stand on at that point where you're just kind of like? Oh, but here's a database. Database it's funny because I run databases instead of fewer people asking me Haiti note any people of Color that could ask for this or that like I actually get more of those requests and I'm like I I just I spent. Thousands of dollars and thousands of hours creating this free thing. It's basically Google. You just go over there and typing. And type in the city you want and there you are. Why would why do more work? Crazy. It is remarkable. People will ask one another. They're like. Literally, there's a whole thing for that. Oh, my God! No, the the comments on like every article. There's literally Google I. JUST WANNA LAKE LINK TO GOOGLE DOT COM. CA. That I'm just like oh my. God then I'll just have. Everybody will be like what an astle done that before. Though it's great feels really good, just do it. Sometimes I feel like I try to emphasize being a kind person all the time, and then I'm like, but they're not emphasizing kindness to me like they're just like wasting my time exactly I. Don't know if it still exists, but there used to be a website called. L.! G. T. F. Why which is, let me Google that for you, so you you give them that address dot com and it pulls up. Oh my God.


00:50:02 - 00:55:01

I was real troll for long. Yeah, love it also. I think that that's like it's just so important that you've done all of that work and I personally have found it to be extremely useful, because like you know we. Are Typical 's and stuff like that, so it's like I can't I mean there's at this point league or at any point like there's no excuse. To not have. Doing any kind of group article, there's no excuse for you to not have diversity like it can't just be one kind of anything. And so yeah, I mean I just I think the that's something. It's like the tried and true excuse people to be like we don't know and it's like yeah, of course like you should just. Literally. Could use you know the state of database that's literally been compiled for you. When I started I was certain that there'd be more resources online and. Google got me very little information. I mean I'm from a time from you know. We didn't always have the Internet I. Remember researching things on Encyclopedias and stuff it's like. The even so is so reliant. On honestly, but the Internet doesn't have everything but. Now it helps us so. It has a lot I. Even. Comment on things I always google. What I'm about to say IRV even if I'm about to tweet, and is because like literally just being constantly questioned anything 'cause I'm I've been a nerd, my whole life and so I'm just like here's a fact for mccomb acres, something and somebody who's just like well. I'd like to debate you on. And I'm like okay so yeah, I feel like i. just kind of got really good at being like all right. I'm going to Google literally everything. I say you know I'm going to look into the you know. Whatever book is relevant? Check myself all the time, so yeah, I don't know I think it's. It's great to have something so easier. Right is just to be like. Oh! No it's depressing, though if you have like an original idea, and then you google. Before you. I I. Don't do that anymore because I don't want it now like it might have. tweeted. I don't care. It's like. It's possible. Thousand people have had the same thought. I still WANNA. Know it's making money off my tweet so. I was GONNA. Say it's like a fine line between like fact, checking self, giving oneself and ulcer and I always walk that line very well like I will start a tweet, and like I should google that like I'm not sure that we're what I think it means. Already minutes later I'm like you know what maybe I'll just delete my twitter like maybe that's. Because I don't WANNA have some random just coming at me. Up How that happened in whatever it's embarrassing, then it's a blip. It's over food. I do think it's embarrassing for them. I. I do have that emotion a lot where I'm just like how embarrassing for you! I don't know what to do with this myself though. It just happened. Right in front of me. Did it to yourself I don't know what to say. I, don't know I'd love it. Yes so I don't know. What? What do you have coming up right now? Well the final book just came out for my life on Earth Series last month. Is. Going on book tour and a week but I'm not. Yeah I have a book that circulating the publishers. Hopefully, the publishing industry doesn't take before that. Somebody is Odyssey. That book about my friend. That doesn't have a publisher yet. I think it's my best book. Everything I've ever done well. I'm really excited for it then that 'cause I love your work all. It's really weird. I Love Weird. Weird! Ready. It's like a it's a collage memoir. There's some comics in it, but it's not primarily comics. That's so cool. I have been posting bits of the collage here and there. That was called. I thought you loved me. Possibly I'll just be writing about my friends since I'm you know in a? Entire writing about romance. Fair Fair? Yeah it. Did you know it had like a little bit of Oh, no I'm forgetting. Her name Sarah She's like our favorite. What it is Lynda Barry Linda Bury. It gave me like some Lynda Barry Vibes. where I like, this is not like I like this like the the lined paper the found and then like the the woven narrative.


00:55:02 - 01:00:02

I'm into that I liked her thousand. What, what is it? The thousand demand evens. Yeah, that was good, Thuc. I love her. Yeah, I think that that's it right. Is that now when we read something that has experimental format. We're kind of leg. Oh Linda Barrett. Because she kind of? Didn't didn't created, but pioneered a lot of that stuff. You know bad ass, women. You know that's all of it. Part of it I think, but also I think that. You just kind of having an experimental nature whatever it reminded me of a lot. It was just reading scenes whenever I was young. So did you have a zine background? I still make deans. Yeah. I'll never stop. Probably, that's how I feel, too. I'll probably stop publishing books before I stopped Self Publishing Zine. Just instant gratification you know. You've really are yeah. I every time I feel like I keep upping myself on jeans, and then I'm like I don't WanNa. Do it anymore. I'M GONNA retire. It doesn't pay me anything I don't know the. Damn. A year passes, and I'm like there's no place for me to put this. Thing and it won't go anywhere. It has to go to the leg. You can't make it be anything else. Get, published elsewise. If! You're an esoteric person as I feel like what am I always like will return designs because it's like. I can't put it anywhere else like you can't find somebody to publish something, so you have to do it yourself. Some of my favorite stuff that just. Like writing comics are earns scenes like stuff. That's just too weird for publishing world. That's the thing about publishing is on publishers just play. It released safe, and that's I mean it's the business and if you want to come in. Get Art out outside of the capitalist boundaries, and you couldn't have to do stuff like that I mean. There's the Internet but social noise on the Internet and it's it's not the same. yes, Zine Fester always to me some of the most Welcoming and loving environments that I go to you'll go to the first and sell all day and have just everybody smiles at you. It's just so different than a comic con where people are like. Why did you make this so? Why is this self published? Why isn't This D. C. You? Don't see a single captain America on your table. This is garbage. Yeah, totally. Yeah but zine fest are just like what is this you made this oh? My God my mind is below. You're just like you're just happy that I made something I'm so excited to be here. Stuff gets put in jeans to, and sometimes it's not always the most polished, but sometimes it is like. The best stuff. Yeah, it's like they run the gamut. Right like it's. It's all the way aid is e on on Sean's. Sometimes. They're good sometimes. They're the worst thing I've ever read. But you know that's kind of what you sign up for it because you're just like here's two bucks to like an independent Creator, and you're just like well. Sometimes it's both it's just terrible and wonderful. Are My favorites. One hundred percents. I'm glad to talk to you about your for since then because that's always been, it seems to be like the world that I always end up going back to you as well even though every year I'm like I'm never making another Z after holding them. Here's the thing like I like. What I started making calling, since all they did was Zine and you're just making like ten or twelve of them like it's really fun and personally do one and I still do it when I make five hundred zero I still. Have Avocado personal touches, and like peeved that color in something, but when you're after the four hundred at the time, you're. Never fucking again. I always do it again. Probably say it feels like love like when you're creating a rubber stamp for paid seventy and you just like. Love the. One. Yeah. And you can just take your time with them like I feel like I always put myself on the drastic schedules. This Zine. It doesn't really matter. Nobody really cares win. This comes out. They're just going to be really stoked the. Totally. Yeah I. Don't know there's so many great things about it now. I'm like starry thinking about scenes literally. What just happened in this conversation is I'm going to make another. Zine. I'm very disappointed in myself so glad. Did you have anything else? You wanted to add like anything. That? We didn't ask you about or as he. Do you have any more questions? I was Gonna ask what you just asked.


01:00:04 - 01:05:01

To say I have four cats in three dogs. Oh, my God, I love it. And two of the cats were accidents and one of the dog was an accident. I love it even more than everyone else was plans. I live in a pretty small house. A, lot of babies, for babies, running around getting smaller every minute, but they're all about the same size so there is that giant dogs at all? The cowboys are all about the same size. Two Bedroom House. It's very. It's very cozy. They all get along for the most part. That feels miraculous. My Dog We've a lot of alley cats. We'll see this organ do now. We will let alley cans. Then live near our home and we had two dogs are large. Dog passed away in December. It was awful. I'm so sorry, thank you, we are those. Don't I thought that, too? I was like I. we made a deal like. I wouldn't have to do this, but yeah, so you know I still cry fairly often, but we've got like a little like a low rider dog, who's Kinda Corgi and Scotty and he's like. I got to pick up the slack like it's my job to patrol and the cats are like you were tiny I am not with you pretty. Prints across the yard and like good buddy. You're never GONNA get. Like. They Council Outrun You well. The dogs do bark it. Cats that are outdoors like bouts counts, but they that they will one time one of my dogs. I have a Roomba obviously extensive seven animals and Roomba was coming towards one of my cats bowie and he didn't see it coming. US cleaning itself and my dog Ono Yoko Ono. WHO HATES THE ROOMBA? I never really thought that she even paid Bowie a second thought. Jeez kind of ignores Bowie. She saw the room it coming towards the end. She is put her body in front of the room. For bowie so that it wouldn't hit him and I'm like that was just the best thing that's ever happened in the history of the world I'm trying not. It was so sweet. My cats are like bowling over each other to push each other. People have like really touching dog stories and I'm like it must be nice to live with non monster. My cats is kind of a monster, but. He's also my favorite, but I finally understand parents who have like a serial killer D- Son and it's always a guy. He's got a serial killer son, and but they still like love him. He's such a sweet boy. That's how I feel about Darcy for some reason he's he's my soul, mate, the only person or animal or anything I've ever had instant I love at first sight with and. That's weird. It's really weird. Suspend just a damn delight. Talking about comics with you about zine and abortion and feminism and all beautiful. Why mendy grow up! That was fun. This is. Incredible. You're so cool and this I don't know I'm like. I'm on cloud nine. Me Two things for all the flattery. We love to give. Out Flatter. Taking. This is the upside of us being able to curate and choose exactly who we have on the podcast. We can talk to people we really like. You're talking to. Yeah. That's. The Damn delight well again you can find my me on twitter at at my nail me. You can find her website at Marina, dot, com and Please don't. Actually in response to any of her tweets. Off. I will cut you down. Thank you so much for being with us today this. Is it really really do? Thank you so much for having me. This is really fun. Your podcast that is all about making comic books more accessible to lgbtq folks and lemon, so if you have a question about anything related to comics, comic adaptations pop culture in general conventions cost. Play new name it. That's what we're here for. You can send us your questions at bitches on comics at gmail.com unfortunately Jamil does not like the word bitch. They're pretty judgy about it, so we can't have it spelled out.


01:05:01 - 01:06:06

It is be dot, T., C., H., E., S., O., N., C., o., M., ICS gmail.com, and I remember there's no I'm bitch. If you'd like to support the podcast, you can do so by rating and reviewing us on attuned spotify stitcher or wherever you listen to podcasts. I'm Sarah. Century and you can find me at www dot. Sarah Century Dot, com, and twitter and Instagram Still Sarah Century on those I'm se fully, or you can learn more about me at SAF LEONOR DOT com. You can find me on twitter and Instagram at at se underscore flea nor. On comics recorded by Kate, warner who plays in the band church fire. You can find them at Church. Fire. Music Dot Com our music is recorded by Katie Taylor who plays as Earth control pill. You can find her music at Earth Control Pill Dot van, Camp, dot com which is on comics recorded in Denver Colorado. Want to recognize indigenous peoples who had inhabited and do inhabit this land. Your rap ajo nation, the youth nations, the Cheyenne nation and others who have been erased from our history and collective memories recolonisation.
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