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Transcript for Episode 43: The energy of all comics, an interview with Gabby Rivera
Episode 43.0: The energy of all comics

00:00:00 - 00:05:10

The. Everyone welcome to bitches on comics I'm your host se floor and I'm Sarah Century and today. We have a very special guest gabby. Rivera ABBY HIGH IT IS I. Exciting. Year with this like. Comics is like just the best name ever Comics writer originally from the Bronx living in the bay area. She her loverboy. You can find me on Instagram at Quirky Regan. I just followed you on twitter because I realized that I hadn't followed you and it's very strange. How often that happens where Emily Oh? Yeah, I follow this creator. And then I realized that you know they have social media just like most of the. Not We're. Definitely more of an Instagram Kinda Gotcha Gotcha. Thank you this. This is helpful for me. 'cause I'm also uninstall. Find. I love it, so gaby while. Thank you for being here with us. It is such an honor. Obviously, we're going to talk about America. 'cause the she's. The grit is all talk about bb because she's also the greatest. Has some time to talk about Juliet as well. This is just such an honor. I'm like. But I'm excited so. How did you first get into comics? Oh my goodness. I feel like comics, just kind of happened to me right lane. My writing and stuff I've always been a writer. I was always that like nerdy kid in the corner, just writing things down because I couldn't play sports. I was like a performance poet Over my spoken word, I wrote short stories. I never imagined myself like in comics, and so then when comics came into my world I feel like I have been laying born a new into something useful into a medium that is so expressive and so adventurous, wild and fun and Lake, yeah having America Writing America. Chavis is what really got me into Comex and really like expanded my whole universe. Yeah that's so interesting. Because that was your first comic writing right, was America yeah that was? That was my first comic anything. Exactly what she said I'd Never Somebody at Marvel read Juliet takes a breath which is like my first book. I had indie published that and so they read that in asked me to do America and so here I was with. A Marvel Comic America Chavez as character to write for right this Queer Latina Portal, punching like POW house. Oh, I just got chills. Describing her. It yeah totally every time somebody talks about America. Shove as I'm like Oh. My favorite. It's so good to hear about her. Yeah I think that that was incredible. I remember whenever the title was first confirmed. I, was definitely involved in Phantom at the time and. People were just so so excited to see America have her own series. Because you know it's changing more now. Obviously, but there's just so often you see these really great queer characters be introduced, and then you're like well. That title ended. See you again in fifteen years. You know like. They kind just vanish from the face of the planet whereas America. She just got like this extra push. kind of they were making the effort to find new writers. It seemed like it was just a really exciting time, so I was very spoke to see that you are on the book and Yeah. You didn't disappoint. It's great, I love it. What? What do you think is the most important thing about America Shabas? Also glad you read it to laugh at it like. In the ways that leg feel good and feel right I. Mean Yes, we'll like like you were saying I think for a lot of people, even myself. Being. The first Latina to write for marvel was Kinda like a huge moment writing aquar-. Let the character as at the night is a huge cultural moma. Note I mean I think that that resonated with a lot of folks. I get a lot of young Latina. Kids of all genders just being like so excited that that happened. That America exists I think for a lot of folks. The energy in the America books where it's really lake pro. Pro Black and brown and leg you know censored on her in her adventures and spend that we take to the like ancestral plane right where it very much censors her on an exploration of her identity, and her history like I think that because all of those elements exist in the book I think that's what Israelite the strongest elements you know totally at this like the first time.


00:05:10 - 00:10:02

It's like, and it still gets to just be about her. Talk Burqa. People who like Red America you know because I think at first just like the excitement of the identities which is great, but like I love talking to folks who have read it and like are into it. You know yeah, because I mean I think it just took it in directions that I personally wasn't even expecting. I think that it's really true to those young avengers appearances that we all know in love so well, but I liked that it just got to add so much to her right because in the early days she's. She's amazing for all of the reasons is like conic iconic. Then once we get into the story were just like Oh, so she like fights with her girlfriends, sometimes and like you know house, these human moments more than than what we saw before. So I think that that was one of the best parts for me as a reader when I was going. Add you know I. Think what's so powerful about this specific. Run I mean of many many things. Oh my God this supporting cast which we will talk about, but I We Love Prodigy and I was like Oh. My God prodigies out. I thought it was so bold to take a character who had literally been divorced from her heritage, who her mom's had died, saving her world the Utopian parallel, and in she was really just a lat next character completely divorced from her Latin access, it seemed and to take her and bring her back to that world, and it just got Gayer. Browner and gear like every layer I was like oh my God. Oh, my God! I love like no one explains how to women have a baby. Because guess, we're motherfucker. It's a youtube we parallel can have their baby, and it's none of your business. You know and I love it. Okay? Before all of this Cova I was traveling. I Go to colleges. Talk and I go to different comic shops. I talked to people that's been. That's like my whole comic rebirth and we can talk about that too like I. Talking to people and not. Seen in issued a number seven, where the two moms are enveloped in the light white light, and they are like manifesting America between them that one of my favorite panels. That's one that like. There's always a hush in the audience because. Never Seen Queer family. Making that is like separate from Hetero normative right, yeah! Making always seems to happen in the same way. There's surrogate you're focused on. Leg, the sperm and the egg and like. Totally, tradition, but with like two women as parents, or whatever it is, but for that I was like no. What if I just Kinda like D Chappel myself from that? How would I wanNA manifest a baby with the person of my dreams? What if our love and our energy was enough to manifest new life and I thought that would be so brilliant for America light that that's how she came into the woods, and in four celebrated. You see in the other panels. There's like other women in Non Binary folks like kind of in worship of the birth ceremony. You know what I mean like. I was really here like what? Can Be. How would I want to have life? Make life you know. How would I want my child to come into the world? You know and so yeah. We did that with America's so view. It is made me ball my eyes out. I had turned my mic off because I was crying so hard. Because I'm so happy. It makes me so happy, and that's why I felt the entirety of reading America. I was I was bawling at most of the panels, but from a place of just like I've never seen this. No one has ever represented queasiness in this way I've never seen these two women like you said manifest their child from their love and their power I've never seen anybody be like. Yeah, here's some gas goddesses. Because they just they accidentally fell in love. This. Yeah it's kind of one of the best birth stories. I mean. Somebody. WHO's been reading comic since I was a very young child I'm going to say that you definitely for went a ton of the problematic stuff. That tends Nepal, so. Thrilled to see that so yeah I'm glad to hear you put that much thought into it because it really is a beautiful beautiful story. Thank you I mean and then Jen barbells our our word. Oh God journal. Be writing a script, and to be like, and then in the vast unknown universe the spirits find each other man's. Own then she sends you the pages in your own. It's. It's Jin.


00:10:02 - 00:15:00

Bartell are like the best. Best literally booked out to the end of reality from what I can tell. Everybody wants to work with her and then. The force, and the fact that like she did those pages Oh my God, like it's so brilliant. It's so brilliant that that whole ancestral playing like America birth I really. was like well. You asked me to ride. There will be moments. Oh, my Gosh, so the editors on America will loss and Sarah. Boone stat are just gems. They're beautiful. Human Beings I cannot praise them enough, but at one point they were like Gabby. America has to fight. Thought, that was one of my favorite parts is that she's constantly trying to understand. Even when she doesn't want to. People are like no America chill-out. You try and understand what these people are going. To me I was like what an incredibly powerful way to to subvert of what a very powerful character can do i. think it's Hilarious that your editors willing she has. Got Some criticism people were like she just brings in bad guys. They're not even part of the plot lines, and I'm like Oh my God they know. I'm. I'm nearly but the emotional connection between America. And See. Exactly, the comics love so listen with the ex girlfriend right and the lake stabbing America in the back. I'm not going to give too much detail right. I also think very the fact that like I, want my characters that are black to have full stories. You know what I mean I. Don't WanNa be afraid of having folks make bad decisions, but I do want to be really mindful of how I portray black women in my comex. What I mean so really important that her backstory included like you know that she's doing this to protect her father and herself, and so she hurts America, not because she's just bad, but because. Because of the situation. You know what I mean right? Yeah, so there was extra care in extra like intention and I still don't think. I did like the best job everywhere that I could have I still think there are so many places where perhaps I failed my characters. You know what I mean. Especially, my black characters like prodigy and Andrea, but for each moment I was holding all of this way like I want to respect all my characters in hold onto lake. How characters of color are portrayed in mainstream media and make sure that I'm not like mimicking stereotypes are like you know anything like that and so yes. Sometimes plucked villain because I was. Lake. I don't care about the psychology of villain. Right. You can do that I in your movies. Or the psychology of this villain, but for me he's funny. I'M GONNA Arcade. and. We're goddamn damage our game. Also. What what a great example of Lady! White feminist character like I found that incredibly compelling and to see how like the the students you know, figure out how to support in have one another's backs again, not giving away too much, but I think that seeing those scenes end up being so important and I think that the way that white people act in those scenarios is really important. It's important for you know as a white person. It's important for me to read about. About white people hurting people of color, because we all have that capacity in US and have done it I'm sure many times, and so to really like have to grapple with that like who identify with his America, but who I see, my culture reflected him as like Dominatrix, and so how do I as a reader reconciled with those things? And how do I be more like America? That's how I read it. I was like. The foils of Batty's, you know America's so cool dominate so fun, because yes, and one's a kind of like play up those white lady stereotypes like I really had like an coulter. I totally see it now. But also more with it, you know like sometimes i. just think anchor says things that are just like why yeah, who even are you running around? You know what I don't know. She wild. Domination was like fun. In that respects. You know what I mean like I got to kind of you know because there are some folks that are conservative and Dade like.
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Don't give a fuck. They will straight up say no I. Don't want to survive this. You know what I mean I. I think that there's like a niceness or pretend nice city and lake, maybe more rich circles or more upper class liberal circles. where. People won't say those things, but they will feel them and thank that and so adopted. It was kind of fun for her to hit all those levels and have like a almost like she likes kind of being that bitch. You know what I mean as she doesn't care. She wants you to know that this is her plan, you know. I would always much rather deal with people like that. You know, and so as interesting interesting to have her there in just find. That was when I really got into a villain I. I mean Yawn it pays off women just in their tight leather, just ready to like fight. I enjoyed it I enjoyed it very much There is also another villain appearance in the very first issue actually whenever America Pushes Captain America out of the way. Punch Hitler in the face and that was I mean one of the most classic moments. I think of the whole series, so it only lasted like page. And that was that was fun and leg literally after the CHARLOTTESVILLE tiki toward. That image was shared so much. That image was shared a lot by young Latinas in life. Just so many folks. It was wild. How was that twenty seventeen twenty eighteen? People that Nazis or bad. Guess what? New Information Everyone Nazis or the fucking worst. I'd, but I love that she's like. Oh, it's punch. Hitler, excuse me! It's my turn. You'll need to move Steve Yeah is very important that she has. The is like Steve. You're like literally standing in my way right now, could you? Just GonNa Push. You will bag because I need. Science I wish I could do one thing. I would put a line with Peggy where she says America I'm glad she him and we need a plan because that's the one that feel I got a little diluted because that my energy ray like I wanted. To be like good job, and also what's the plan? But I think it comes off a little bit as like a scolding, and so that's one little tiny thing that I'm like damn. Damn I wish I had more like sense of what the Hell I was doing. That way at all times up. To the people like that was never the intention I wanted peggy to just be someone who's like yeah. Run with your instincts and also try to like have a place to guide them have a plan. You know Peggy Energy. That's that's how I read. Peggy is like I don't have these amazing ability, so I have a lot of Goddamn Plan You probably need at least one plan, America, just just one. You don't even have to have a backup. I thought that was pretty pretty sweet. Identify with that. Impulsiveness that America has where she's like. No, I saw the right thing I had to do immediately. That like feels very real, and then to. Also you know for me. It was like. Okay so what's next and it was a cool. Cut Me Deep, Peggy. I don't know. Yeah. That was really fun to I can't say enough. Nice things about that series. I thought that it was so so good, and it's really nice that it's around. I mean it's like. If you go to libraries or anything, you can find that calming pretty much everywhere, and that's kind of important. I think yeah I mean. Listen at Vanderbilt University Teaching America in their English One O. One like incoming. That's good Great Lake I was I mean you know I know that I get taught in a ethnic studies class, but let the next studies classes like right classes, but to be in that intro incoming freshman. Class I'm like wow, what what an honor! What a huge step lake I couldn't have imagined that going to college Anything like that? You know so that America's there. Yeah, it's amazing and I love that they're teaching a comic book and the teaching that Comic Book. It's so important and. I'm going to have to go back in time traveling because we just literally don't do an interview where we don't talk about storm and you got to a storm. What was that like own my God? It was cool as it was the most fun lake, I will never forget the moment because like I was like. Yeah, yeah, a lot of last storm. And then I'm writing the script and type Storm Colon. It was just like. Torn I'm.
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I'm writing storm. Like that just hit me. I think that was one of the biggest I'm writing comics moments ever like the energy of all comics flooded me. It was that I even called my mom, and because that's one of my mom's favorite characters to our I'm me I'm writing storm and she was like. Oh my God Charlie. She's writing storm right now. Listen like with storm was such an easy move such an automatic, because like without mentors in my life, without older women queer women, black women, women of color like fem without their guidance I. I don't know I. Don't know where I'd be what I would be doing like who I would be. You know and so for American leg. She would be the only one of the only Latina's. Superhero. Like. Go. Who would be able to reach her? You know like who would see her. And maybe just reached and I'm like a storm would do that of course storm. And like let's do it. And so when they marvel was like how Ya and they sent me a PDF, full of the nineteen eighties. Mohawk storm story. It was cool. With. This is one of those moments where I was. Like I want them to have like a hippie queer, sharing of energy, and also want them to be bad ass. bitches right like. Yes, WE'RE GONNA. Practice. They're going to meditate, and then they're gonNA fight. Play flight you. That's what they teach boys to. Do. You know what I'm? To play fight to wrestle to be aggressive to get that energy out, and so you know to do that with America and storm and get to have a little tongue in cheek fun with storm sewer. Safe word. My like my partner was. Get over here. Get over. So cute job you. Excuse me. Ready for Daddy Storm Right. I'm always ready. Turning that page and be like ooh. Here the clearness, the queasiness of it all I'm so happy. Yes, she's magnificent and leg. She helps America figure out that she can channel her powers and her Puerto, punching in incorporate other senses in Heinz. Whoever she's looking for and I just love that because it's also just how other women of color have helped me when everything is all raging on the outside have been frustrated. I feel like I'm going to give up and I can't make my way. We bring each other to that quiet. Censor where anything in everything is possible, you know. Just trying to make me cry. I know I'm. My just a little bit. So inspired. Okay. Bowman. Was Interesting to hear you saying you. You feel like you didn't do right by prodigy. Because I felt like he gets. You know so little playtime, but yes such an incredible. In this point where he gives a speech, all the students about like we have to help each other. We have to be there for America and even though you know, he doesn't have powers at this time. He still incredibly powerful so I was like. Oh, my Gosh! She's incredible to me any fun. Oh, he's so far! Does something that you don't really see with him? I feel like because he's kind of the tense nerd right. It's like see him. Just be like a kind of like all of the time, and then in this guy he he actually has spun newseum smiling when he's like running with America and just that to me was extremely touching just to see that not something that we get to see from the character that much I'm so glad I. Mean I love Prodigy. I love that I was able to work with him. In the American series, I'm really happy with all the like ways that he was able to shine in the series. You know at the same time. There are moments where I'm like you know again. Being mindful of how characters are used to like prop up other characters so if I'm. Back in offer, a little more motivation, a little more like personal internal kind of like will besides running around after America. What is prodigies like goals? What are his loves? You know what I mean.
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Totally. If I had more experience just kind of telling stories in that format in the comic sphere. I would have been to do that better, but you know as ready. You're always like I could have done this better. But. There are a lot of kids that come up to me late. That are like I'm. Thank you? You know and then at the end with that speech. That's like we always center the hero. We always center the hero, and this is America's book. So what is it looked like to have a victory? That doesn't center hero. What is it I? The the real final moment, the important key moments to the folks that have like been fueling train since the beginning you know to to prodigy, and so that felt really good that lake. This is our school. This is how we WANNA. Show up and protect each other in, and it comes from them, and it's not America once again like kind of being the center of attention and so I've definitely with them was also trying to play with that like power dynamic. You know, 'cause, it's never. Never really just one person, right? It's always the nitty that makes a really good change that stood out to meet so much. I actually wrote down one of the things. The themes that I got from that was people power, not a person's power, but people power. What can we do together that? We can't do alone to me? That jumped right out and I felt like I. Don't see that in a lot of superhero narratives, a lot of them are about usually the single white man sometimes. But it's like one white savior to rule them all, and it's like so nice to have a narrative that says I'm not going to replace a white savior with the Brown Savior, I'm going to tell a story about one person finding herself and finding out more about herself and building a community around her mean I don't even know if it's fair to say. She's building it I? Think the people are building that community and making their decisions, time and time again to be something. Something more than what is being offered to them Yup, and they choose her. You know like they choose her, and she chooses them and like I think I always want to run those threads of chosen family because that's how least survive right? That's how people survive. That's how we thrive. In these uncertain scary times we choose each other. We hold onto each other on link that little guiding voice author America's just me being like no love, yourself love each other. You can do it. I'll like because that is ultimately how we are going to survive. The system isn't gonNA. Save us. You know yeah. I wanted to ask about a couple of other things that you work on I. Don't know, are you? Are you ready, can we? Talk about. The Super Willa. Go on our right I love that. I'm Virgo, so I, need a good like direction and transitions of this is great. I'm an area, so I'm great at providing them. Yes, you are I love. Xandra loved your Kate. I thought your Kate Bishop was. Yeah, I love her as a ride and thrive like I love that obviously a ship them so hard I get it I get I know that she is not out. That is not our fault, but in my heart. They're very happily in love. But majer mar like the idea of having I thought she was like America from the future. You know second she shows up like who is this connected like well can't be your mom's can. It is one of her mom's. Why would she be so? Oh it must be heard from the future, and then that moment where he's like I'm your umbrella and America's like excuse me. In I. Love that it's not simple. I love that she's not just like family. Thumbs up I'm happy. Now I love that. She challenges her and she asked her questions. Were you like just because people took care of me? Doesn't mean I was cared for you. Know like that was such an important differentiation, but then also like then she teaches her how to superstore, but I love an old like big boobs, but like you know she's got a bellingham grandma like. Will you how to use your powers like that? I lost. I completely lost it. Good, I'm so glad like okay, so it was wild, trying to balance the fact that a lot of fans would know America's back story in the Marvel Universe a lot of famines wouldent so listen, so she came to me with her. MOM's already deceased straight like you said they sacrificed themselves to the universe and so here I am trying to navigate essentially a an orphan right like a space orphan. Who is? Like Generic Latina. What does that look like an outer space out? You.
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Know what I mean like so to me. The root of my connections to my family, just always my grandmother's rice so lake. What does it look like for her to have a grandma? She's gotTa. Have Somebody I'm not gonNA. put her out into the world totally alone, and so then in my head. I was like Oh my God. Of course grandma's are superheroes and. Ever see them in costume, and so then I just had this baby Lucia door loving. As softy grandmother Mound Remar like Mugger the ocean. You know what I mean like and I wanted to make it complicated because relationships are complicated, but at the core they love each other. It's so comes through I mean. All of that felt groundbreaking I. When do we see old superheroes? We saw Steve Rogers a hot minute or get like old Logan, who is? Like whatever will in. Yeah we don't get old women and we don't get a woman who are powerful. We don't get old women who are complicated and complex and make decisions that we may or may not agree with, but still think they're good person like she so much I mean there's so many groundbreaking things in this run. We could talk for days, but Tim meaning the representation of an older woman. Woman as a powerhouse, and to give America back something that was taken from her by creators to give her the ancestral plane to give her a direct person to person lineage connection to say you know this doesn't make up for what you've lost, but you do get to have something not. Everything is stripped away from you like that felt so important. My Gosh I love that. I'm so glad that you said that too i. mean that you feel it 'cause. Yeah, it just seemed like such a tremendous loss, and sometimes when I think about like sometimes when I think about the effects of colonization when I think about the effects of like the. Slave trade like so many of our history just. At a simulated right like what would be, how magical would it be? Have a place like the ancestral plane where you can look at your people in the before you know in all of their glory in all of their peace and indigenous You know like that is something like this a wish that I have all the time, and so it just felt really liberating. Liberating an like majestic to offer that to America, and say yes, exactly as you said it like here, you still get to be a full person. You still get to have a connection to those that came before you those that protect you you know, and and this is how it went down and lake. Your mom's loved you and I. Love You. You Know Lake. And the queer lineage right with the goddesses to be like not only are you queer as an individual, but quickness is part of us I think so often like as a person as a queer person, you know our societies work actively to divorce us from the connection to our ancestors or queer non binary. All the other words ancestors. When we reforge those connections is an act of resistance and that's. That's so much. What I saw in there, too, is it was a familial act? It was a Latin X act. It was a Queer Act, and it says you know we get to be all of these things, and you don't have to choose, and you don't have to prioritize. Everybody is complex, and you get to be too in a very specific way and to me that just I just started crying again when you were talking. Because it's I've never read anything like this. I've never and I. Read A lot. Sarah like it's incredible to see again with the mainstream here with a mainstream publisher in particular to see this happen and to see treaty was such tenderness in intention and frankly courage. Both the art and the writing in just like America's experience is just I don't know man. I'm going to read it right after we get off the phone with really get. I, mean look they gave. We got twelve issues to with marvel twelve. and. It was a blessing and you know I hear that they are doing America again and that the new writers also let the Numb, maybe even queer too so I really love that. It doesn't seem to have ended with me either like that. This is going to be continuing ongoing beautiful creative world for America Chavez. That's a segue. Sarah. I wasn't prepared this time. No that was I mean the series is brilliant, so thank you. I mean for everything that you did on that series because wow! So if you haven't heard and I don't know how on earth you haven't heard, we're doing a very cool fiction project for pride.
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Are We Sarah Oh? Yes, yes, we are indeed. It's called to coded pride and theology, and it's an online in theology a story day for every day of pride. Means thirty stories and comics all by lgbtq plus. And they're all queer stories and OH. My God, they're so good. There's one about like a really loving mushroom. It's amazing. NFL gets eaten by a shark. What's not to like about this? And the list goes on and on and on. There's so many cool stories here. It's all available online and we're still selling subscriptions was only fifteen dollars for the entire month stories and at the end of the month. What do they get Sarah? APD that collects all of the stories and what's extra special about these stories that you're doing Sarah Oh I am drawing a picture for every one of the stories. That isn't a comic. Because what sense would that make? But Twenty eight stories get art by me original art by our own Sara Century. Oh. My God, this is such a cool project, not only because hey, that's a damn fine deal thirty. Thirty stories. That's fifty cents, a piece, Fifteen Bucks Dakota Pride. Dot Com, but also because this is important, it shows that there is an audience for lgbtq plus writing in genre. We know that there are so many people want to write these stories trust me. We read hundreds of them, and we know that people wanna read them, so help us prove that come. Join US at. DAKOTA PRIDE DOT COM. COM DOT GOV. Dot Gov dot co Dot. com? A. Today whenever I was preparing for this episode, I realized that you have a podcast. And I had no idea so I haven't heard. Uh I would like you to tell me a little bit about it. ooh, yes okay so. Cast Paul Joy Revolution. And it is out now on spotify and apple podcast Iheartradio all those things, and it is literally me, Chubby. We're happy. Puerto Rican from the Bronx Gabby Rivera. Talking to other Queer people of Color and folks that are allied with us about joy in how we prioritize joy in these times of chaos and uncertainty and leg in this world that we live in. A, did it only just start, or has it been going for a minute? Well? We filmed and we recorded in New York last September. I had this idea that we would go. City to city induced like seasons covert now, so all of that is shift. We just release the episode, so all of them are up now. There's about I think there's eight right now. We're still giving me and my producer, cat Lonzo and she's APP. Producer ends are of the cat call. She's also a well-known. Let the next like media producer for Metoo mess cloud like a couple of things S. she's my good friend. So, we've got a eight or nine episodes, and we are like promoting launching them, and so this week is my episode with Maria in our whole staff was like the top in journalists. She's with the USA in the thick over at NPR, and we're talking about how the joy in finding out the truth in people's stories and being a journalist, and how if you're in detention centers people on at the border. Like how do you maintain -joy in yourself in the community? So yeah, like here's the thing. We all know that we're being manipulated to. Helen back with the current like media with the news with the talking heads in the politics, and the government is all meant. To keep us, afraid to keep us from trusting each other. All with this podcast with joy revolution. This is my disruption. Me Saying I do not give you that space. In my spirit in my brain, you will not tell me how to feel or what prioritize I am I choose to focus on my joy, and here's who I'm talking to about it, and this is for us. Yeah, it sounds amazing. What guests have you had on so far other than Maria Yeah? Well we've got a whole side. We've got our fits. Who is a queer black non binary youtube model? Magic human. We've got Jonah thrown amy. And Jonah runs the UNAPOLOGETICALLY Brown series on Instagram Amy as part of the Veggie me has group on their Lena vegans that dude the best pop ups and workshops.
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We've got the modest WHO's one of the top tattoo artists? She got next punk leather Babes ever like all robust bull. Yeah, so people that are doing their thing that are like either up and coming or established artists and also people that like I. Know that I love like I'm my here trying to chase after people I wanNA talk to people already in community with. Use It as a way also to light, heal me and heal the parts of me. That need joy in the race that struggled to find it in an. Who is prioritizing my joy I have to do that and so yeah with the podcast slide. Let me talk to people that are already giving me that love and ask how together we can manifest community joy that so amazing you know. It's given Adrien Marie Brown vibes like the pleasure active is them. It really reminds me of so that she writes about and how pleasure enjoy a should be our guiding principles, and just because of an fascist society that wants to squash us doesn't mean that we have to be unhappy. We can try out happiness, and that can be a form of political resistance. that. We don't think you don't think always like we think. Oh, if I don't know all the news, if I'm not on everything, that's wrong if I don't you know I. Don't know enough bad. Am I a good person and it's like. We have to actually think about the other side to lake. Knowing all that bad can be really it can cause us to move to inaction end in nine, and that's not GonNa Save, anybody you know that is not you and it's not gonNA save our communities. I mean yeah, pretty much like on the daily right, you look at twitter and somebody who's saying. Oh, it's the end of the world, and like everything is the worst is like yeah, totally I get like a thousand percent. It is very depressing, but I've just been doing activism for a really long time and doing volunteer, work and things. Things like and so you always have to look at it as being part of a longer legacy I think that's always been something where it's like yeah I. Mean I'm like volunteering through this place now and doing some work, but like this is something that's been going on for really long time. Queer people being involved communities just in general taking care of each other you communities that are like speaking truth to power. You know all of that, so I always try to keep all of those things in mind so I think that this whole podcast is right up my alley Fisher A as. A and we have the right to choose how we interact. We have the right to choose our joy to choose our emotional health to choose community. You know and leg. When? Revolution I wanted it to feel welcoming I wanted it to feel fun. We played joy games right like. Lovett yeah, we do like thirty seconds and I asked like goofy questions. What joy have for dinner last night? What is joys rising Sino? It's also something to let off a little steam in half signed because that's also how we survived us. Also how we fight back, you know as. As as a Puerto Rican people as as any any marginalized group Lake, we are always talking in. Our social justice our struggle, our language of rage, our language of discontent, frustration rightful rage. And so it's Nice, remember that it is in like the laughter and the booth, and around that that we get healing to you, know we, we must heal each other. Society is rested in our in our healing. You know like community is yeah, so at Joy Revolution podcast on Instagram I'll yeah yet. Shared out your spotify like an everywhere actually so people will be tuning in, and we'll definitely share it with our listeners. Love that. Thank you. Yes, I'm very excited to listen to it reinforcing the age, Marie Brown thing. Yes. Yes, our work is incredible. Work Inspires me think is she part of the end of the world podcast or something like that? I don't know if she's part of it or if she has disappeared as guest, it sounds familiar. Yeah, there's that one. And then there's also a wild weeds hot cast that I've been listening to. That's all about lake, healing, the earth and indigenous plants and planting for the first time in herbal staffs. I think those. Folks that are China. Tap into that pleasure, enjoy and lake natural elements. You know yeah and. Those things are to me. Fundamentally Queer concepts like Queer. People have throughout history as resistance used pleasure in the face of societies that tried to erase us, and you know I I tend to be very like.
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Sarah and I talk about this a lot. I tend to really focus on what's bad. And so I have to teach myself like Oh. Take a break. Check in with like what feels good to your body like I've been in therapy talking about like what my body feels and avenue this for seven years there's who would he feel right now and I'm like that is an impossible question to answer I have no idea I can tell you what I've analyzed with my beautiful big brain, but I can't tell you what I feel, and so I think joy and pleasure are actually tools for unlearn tools for the removing of what a society has put on all of us yet. Totally, that's why I love the word disruption decolonize started bringing back to pentecostal roots and say I rebuke this I rebuilding. Her. Know you're right. It's like you're saying on twitter on on on this feed on that feet. Everything is like pressure is sadness. It's the worst possible news. It makes you a rage. It pushes you into your fight or flight. You never get to be balanced, and as we create our own media create our own podcast. We're giving ourselves options like we can be informed about what's going on in the world through each other. We do not need their media. We do not need their conglomerates like that is like poison you know. I. Find a lot of strength and hope in like. Everybody in what everybody's doing if? If there's any tiny bright spot in the middle of this is that there are some folks who are able to shift their energies into the things that like really matter to them. Yeah, that's super true. I was thinking too, because I ended up reading a lot of very bleak subject matter, and recently I was reading about artists that had died a during the Holocaust and then I was like I'm not even looking at their art. Though so then I like consciously had to be like Oh. This is there. Are you know this is what they live for? And what they created and you see just all of this beautiful stuff, and so I'm just sitting at my laptop like sobbing. In a way that was really beautiful. You know so I. I think that you're onto something with just being kind of like you know you could just move your focus just a little bit. And and it'll help you. It'll help me on. The world is always ending. It has been. The beginning it is always. There's always violence. There's always things that we will not understand. There's always greed. There's always hauer struggles. There's always this and so right now. Folks who may not have been experiencing the world in such a visceral way now Yala getting to. Know so now. It's like hello. Yes, yes, this is always been. This has always been at and we can aim for. We must hope for better. We must move towards better, but like it is okay to turn away, not turn away from the world, but like to turn away from the way they want you to see it and reforge and rebuild a connection to like was really happening with the people in your community is what's really happening in your spirit? You know what I mean and like. Yeah, the ancestors are always with us to you know. Yes, definitely, and it is. It's just a slew of. In, the never hear, it's like we hear about every trump supporter. Whoever had something to say as like a full interview on NPR? God Damn Times yeah exactly. You know doing awesome stuff. How much airplay do they get verse zero? Zip. I'm like. How many lists have we been on Yeah I. Do feel that Gabby I feel that in my soul I. This is a perfect segue to talk about bb Free Ripe Yeah. Maybe free is about climate catastrophe sweeping across the planet, and then like the lives that exist after and even created this like incredible, just like irresistible fifteen year old BB. Oh can't even handle how much I love her I'm so glad, yes, phoebe, free the. Post a climate change post apocalyptic America leg fractured states. Lush Florida swamps like bb is fifteen years old. She's on the adventure of a lifetime when her best friend Shalita. They're both just like bouncy. Intrepid curious queer body. Guam Puerto Rican kids in the future like manifesting their their biggest dreams on the road. Stood it opens with this this like philosophical conversation to lead them beer. You're having about good girl. What does it mean to be a quote? UNQUOTE? Good girl, and why am I? Not good enough as I am. It's something that I've I've grappled with especially my gender identity as I've figured out that I've non binary, but I think it reinforces this theme I.
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See so much in in your work. Also with a Juliette takes a breath is that freedom is such an important theme in these works and self-determination within a community as well, and it comes through so clearly beebee! She's literally writing at alligators through swamp. You. Know Dad I don't want to be what you are going to be. I am and like what? Yeah I mean listen leg. I grew up in a loving household of Puerto Rican family. My mom was a teacher. My Dad is like a salesman very Americana just in the Bronx, not meaning leg and grew up pentecostal Protestant so at every turn I was told to listen to authority to listen to Jesus to listen to your father to be a good girl to sit with your legs close to just accept what's happening around you to be good for your husband that you don't even have yet. Yet like at every turn, being ox into these you know corners in into these roles that just didn't fit me. And I was it was also a very strict upbringing rain, like I wasn't allowed to go play in the parks, and so my freedom was also very limited and again loving household, but just like super strict, especially with me, being the firstborn daughter right, and as I became a teenager that super strictness got put onto my sexuality. My development stay away from boys. Don't be gay like. Like all. I relate to olive at. With beat me. I'm like you know the world could change. We can have a pulse climate society, and still somebody's bad. Is GonNa. Try to make them be a good girl. Your. She is just being like hell. No, like no I want my radio show. I'm going to be Chula by radio. and I'M GONNA go on my adventure and I. Don't know why China stop me, but you can't. The other thing that I really think is so important about this. Is that Chile to use his wheelchair or reform of wheelchair? That is new to this time and so often post-apocalyptic stories. Disabled people are erased. Erased, or it's assumed that all of the people who are disabled die you know these horrible horrible narratives that we've seen time and again and so anytime there's a powerful presentation of someone who is disabled in a post apocalyptic story it stands out it stands out. The truly does not week. She's not stuck, XYZ. She's a person and she gets to be fully realized and have goals and ideas, and she uses a wheelchair and bad. Yes i. mean listen to lead. The is based off of also one of my favorite people in the world tomorrow Morgan she is an educator social worker artists black woman like we worked together when I was a teaching artist as she is the most Bouncy, joyful human, and she's got OSTEO genesis, and so when I was thinking on lead, the in Toledo was forming in my head. I was like Oh my God tomorrow. Right and so osteo genesis is a brittle bone disease, and that's what lead the has why she uses scorch her turbo-powered mobility wheelchair. Also looking to I. Love it I love it. It's Brad. You know a nice touch and Toledo's black chance body Gua-, like does a lot of beautiful identities, and with all her identities I wanted to make sure that we just like saw her as a fifteen year old I. so that's why there's no grande announcements about like. Genesis just yet like it's like you don't get to know all of that about somebody right away. You have to work and play ship with them. You know so late to lead. The will let you know what's going on with her body when she's ready. You know what I mean like s I wanted to make sure she was always in the position. Position of power I WANNA. Make sure to lead. That was like always loved cared for in that. Her journey in this is super, clear and super important. Just as BB's journey is, you know once again making sure that like I don't just create like the singular hero narrative. You know that it's equally as much to lead that story as it is BBC's. At, chills cut shells in any stories about disability and comics, they can't imagine a technological advancement that doesn't immediately fix the disability. Right is like a lot of stories. It's like oh well. It's the future times, so it's like raised to rethink Yup, so yeah, this is I mean it's. It's such an interesting way to approach it and I think it does it in a way that is. Respectful in kind of is just like yeah, I would send this maybe to a few comic writer.
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I was reading I was a teenager. You know it'd be like. Hey, maybe you should have thought. Way that you could advance the technology without a racing disabled people right like that's a huge problem. Yeah, no, of course like it's wild to me. How Limited People's imaginations can be when it comes to A -bility disability sexuality gender I'm just Kinda like really like you really think. That every person who's deaf doesn't WANNA. Be Deaf. Doesn't WANNA know sign language like you really are so limited in scope that like you can't imagine that all these differences really can be turned into advancements really can change society really are miraculously in their own ways. I, guess so bored sometimes with the limit of. Other people's imaginations. You know like. Hear that. Is, relatable with scorch our right. Okay? Yes, a wheelchair, but you know what she's in the swamp, so let's have the wheelchair. Be Elementary Smart, so it can absorb humidity and turn of our less also make it that the wheelchair can turn into a swamp boat. Because why wouldn't it be able to have multiple capacities for to lead to actually get around right like less really do some shit. Right that would be helpful and then also like not offensive to the. Yeah it's. It's so interesting in great to see honestly as I say I've just been reading comics for so long, and there's there's so many moments and same with everything is the same with you know all mediums where you're just kind of like okay I need to put this down and go for a walk, and you know all that and I think that this was such a change for me where I was like. Oh, great, awesome, like somebody who's actually playing around in this world instead of just being like it's this or this so? Oh and one more thing like if you look in bb in the comic, Tamara is consult is the credited because she's also my friend. Morgan, who is a disability like? She works with all sorts of companies and she does work We could her like she read through the use in. She's also advocating for truly an link how we draw her what she says what she does right like. It's not just me being like our know how to do this. Right shouts Shannon at bloom. Who's incredible Shannon waters? The editor BB nells like hey, which lead them. We gotta have multiple people who have her back. We Need Black Trans Women to read this story. My friend Samarra, who's a social worker, and who also works with a company that is doing creative designs with a mobility devices in education centers right late to be onboard, and so yet tomorrow. Morgan Bass her. She's in there, and so this work and we do work. We create stories outside of our identities. We gotta remember to bring people in you know. I was GONNA say the importance of sensitivity readers is just monumental, and I think a lot of people who write from places of privilege. Still don't think about that and don't think about how you know as a white writer. I can't understand what it means to be Latin next I can't understand what it means to be black or Asian or any as entity that I'm not, and that's going to change how I right and so. So if I have characters represent those identities I. Don't have what I need to make. Sure that I'm checking with the people who have those identities because it's too easy, it's too easy to fuck up. It is to easy because we live in a fucked up. Society is too easy to be afraid of reaching out, and we also get to change the language. You know kind of like fuck sensitivity readers. You know like fee. Be. Story accomplices right let's bring. You invite your friend in not to just check to see if you disagreeing wrong, but to be like Yo does this character popped this character? Make you feel. Does it represent. Would you be like yeah, that's my friend. You know what I mean. That's my cousin Lake Yeah we get to. We get to do all make all sorts of magic. Yeah. I always think about that because it's sensitivity, readers is such an interesting. Term I guess because it's just like. Let me bring in this person to be sensitive It's just kind of a strange strange thing to say, and it's like okay well. This is a sensitive subject. I'm writing like a character. That isn't white, so. I, need to bring in some lake. You know it just adds a weird tone to it, but it's just like. Why don't you just ask your friends? Who? Have Friends. Who are people of Color. report. That's other feedback that people need is that this is what I tell people what I'm teaching. Writing is like you can't be a good writer and a garbage person you.
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Have to be connected to lots of people you have to constantly questioned your perspective. You have to do introspective work to be a great writer. I'm not saying to publish of a great writer. There's different, so yeah, no, I completely agree. I think it's like it feels very doublespeak. Right like sensitivity Rita. It's like. What what? God. I'm sensitive. I just need someone to like. Make sure I'm not being big. Funny. Dick Prevention reading. Moving forward. It's actually that's our other podcast. ACTUALLY HE'S A. Way kind of projects. Are you looking forward to after this? Because I mean you know you've got these works that are also each one of them make a different statement, and I'm just kind of curious as their stuff that you haven't been able to express like what's kind of your next thing that you want to do going forward. oh my gosh. I really just want to continue focusing good energy on bb, unlike yet her through these adventures in the series also get a chance to go to the lake new Caribbean. Right and see what Puerto Rico looks like. In the year twenty to thirty two I've got such big ideas. That Lake that they're excited like I'm trying to manifest that room. I WanNa, manifest that like energy that people read bbn. We get there, so that's one thing, and then you know. I am at the beginning stages of second book and I'm plotting that out and I. Don't want to say too much. You know that's not. I'm plotting her out and I'm finally having like real room to work on that second book, So yeah I feel like right now especially with Cova, right I'm really trying to focus on right here. These moments these projects, so the joy revolution podcast is still like an everyday thing. I'm trying to build community with the Instagram I wanna talk about the episodes. Talk to people daily about joy, right Beebee! She's out in the world second book doing the Juliet Graphic novel with Boom Studios and some. Each of those Oh my God like. I got plenty of work. Here right? I'm so happy, and I'm so thankful and like I. Don't know man like ten years ago. I couldn't have imagined this. This is a really beautiful life to be like a creator thriving. Yeah. My. Heart's all warm and fuzzy love it. I think that that kind of wraps it up on the questions I have, and it looks like we're at about time. Did you have anything else as he? No I'm Gabby. Is there anything that we didn't talk about that? You wanted to mention I mean I think. Everything right like. We solve world we we're. We got it. We are best friends now we have. We'll be deeming you later with some thoughts. What bow! This has been a damn delight I mean I have to say your work inspires me deeply, and we didn't really talk about Juliet takes a breath, but I find. That were just so deeply moving and all of it. I've just been. It's so nice to ball my eyes out because I'm happy. It's so nice to be like. I'm crying because I've never seen a representation like this and I'm crying, because not just because I, get to read it, but like thinking about all the people who get to release works and feel like they see themselves feel like they see parts. Themselves feel like the a space for them to create, and it was just incredibly inspiring in this conversation just. Already obsessed with you, and then we talked did now. I'm like super says since. Oh, I'm sorry I'll be here forever. Look I'm glad I mean listen if. I that right I really mean it if we did if we moved with the energy of like well, how do we support the magic of the queer kids to come like? We moved with that energy in everything that we do like we would always have access to this joy. We would always feel strong in ourselves. You know, and so that's what I'm trying. Do everything right everything I put out into the world unlike there's GonNa. Be Future US and we have to make sure that they know that they're loved and that. We're doing the best that we camps for them. Well Damn. What a sign off yet another you got another tier out of me Oh man.
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Loves River forever and ever, devil. Out like you for having me. So much have a great day new by now. MIRA podcast that is all about making comic books more accessible to lgbtq folks and lemon, so if you have a question about anything related to comics, comic adaptations pop culture in general conventions cost play. You name it. That's what we're here for. You can send us your questions at bitches on comics at gmail.com unfortunately, Jamil does not like the word bitch. They're pretty judgy about it, so we can't have it spelled out. It is be dot, T., C., H., E., S., O., N., C., o., M., ICS at gmail.com and remember there's no I'm bitch. If you'd like to support the podcast. You can do so by rating and reviewing us on Itunes, spotify Stitcher, or wherever you listen to podcasts. I'm Sarah Century, and you can find me at www dot. Sarah Century Dot, com, and twitter and Instagram Still Sarah. Century on those I'm se flea, nor you can learn more about me. SE FLOOR DOT com. You can find me on twitter and instagram at at se underscore floor. Stitches on comics as recorded by Kate, Warner, who plays in the band church fire? You can find them at Church fire music, Dot Com our music is recorded by Katie Taylor. Who plays as Earth Control Pill? You can find her music at Earth. Control Pill Dot Band Camp Dot. COM, which is on comics recorded in Denver Colorado. We want to recognize the indigenous peoples who had inhabited and do inhabit this land. Your RAPA nation, the nation, Cheyenne nation and others who have been erased from our history and collective memories through colonization.
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